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Roscoe Osmond Bonisteel PM, P.G.M. 
By Karl W. Grube, MA, Ph.D., 32o   

Most Worshipful Past Grand Master Roscoe 
Bonisteel was an advocate for civil rights, a 
developer of commercial properties, a philanthropist 
of libraries/museums and 79th Grand Master of 
Masons in Michigan.  He was elected by the 
Brotherhood of Michigan Freemasons in 1929. 
www .gl-mi.org Roscoe Osmond Bonisteel was born 
in Canada at Sidney Crossing Ontario on December 
23, 1888. His family moved to Rochester New York in 
1891. He graduated from Harrisburg High School in 
Pennsylvania. He attended Dickinson College at 
Carlisle Pennsylvania and Law School at University 
of Michigan. He began the practice of law at Ann 
Arbor in 1912. www .dick inson.edu 

Bonisteel’s skilled oratory in the courtroom quickly 
earned him a reputation among his colleagues.  
Businessmen, bankers, and politicians retained his 
legal services. His law practice flourished and led to 
the founding of an insurance company, real estate 
development firm, and seats on boards of directors of 
local banks. He served with distinction as a Captain 
in the US Army Air Forces in World War I and gave 
ample time upon his return to the American Legion. 
He was District Governor of Rotary and a Board 
member of the University Musical Society of Ann 
Arbor. A devoted family man; he married Lillian 
Coleman Rudolph in 1914 and had four daughters 
and a son. He became a Regent of the University of 
Michigan in 1946 serving until 1972, and was 
instrumental in the purchase of 267 acres and the 
master planning of North Campus in 1951, he was a 
staunch friend of libraries and museums. He founded 
the Friends’ Society of the Michigan Historical 
Collections, which later led to the Bentley Historical 
Library** and the expansion of the largest collection 
of library works at a public university.  
www .umich.edu/~bhl   

A great philanthropist, he was generous to 
Dickinson College, the University of Michigan, and 
Interlochen Art Academy and National Music Camp. 
He purchased for the University of Michigan’s 
Clements Library the prestigious Cass Collection. He 

IN SUMMER ISSUE  

A  B R I E F  H I ST O R Y  O F  G O L D E N  
R U L E  L O D G E  N O .  1 5 9 

B Y  J E R R Y  P R E S T O N ,  P . M .  

��

Continued on page 2 



SPRING 2005                                                                                                                                            THE RISING POINT # 2  - PAGE 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

secured bank commitments and sufficient monies to 
initiate the 10-year Scottish Rite Northern Jurisdiction 
Museum of Our National Heritage project at 
Lexington, Massachusetts. In 1951 he and other 
prominent brothers personally pledged 
monies necessary to retire the Detroit Masonic 
Temple mortgage.  
www .gamesbygrube.com/dmt.html 

Past Grand Master Brother Bonisteel was raised a 
Master Mason in Golden Rule Lodge No. 159 in 
1914, served as Worshipful Master in 1920, and, 
following regular advancement, became the Grand 
Master of Michigan Free and Accepted Masons in 
1929. He served as the Chairman of the 
Jurisprudence Committee for 25 consecutive years. 
http://library.gl-mi.org/html 

He belonged to Washtenaw Chapter No. 6, Royal 
Arch Masons, Ann Arbor Council No. 86, R. S. M., 
Ann Arbor Commandery No. 13; and a Director of the 
Ann Arbor Masonic Temple Corporation. He received 
the thirty-two Scottish Rite Degrees in the Valley of 
Detroit in 1926. He became an honorary 33° Degree 
Mason in 1939, and was crowned a Scottish Rite 
Active Member at Detroit, September 30, 1964.  
http://detroit.aasr-mi.org 

Brother Bonisteel was a prime “mover and shaker” in 
securing the funding for the Scottish Rite’s National 
Heritage Museum of American History.  In 1966 
Brother Bonisteel and the Grand Masters from Illinois 
and Massachusetts raised $10,000,000 for the 1976 
Bi-Centennial Heritage project. www .monh .org 

Brother Roscoe Bonisteel was a leader in Michigan 
Civil Rights during the turbulent decade of the 
1960’s. He was a strong advocate for recognition of 
Prince Hall Masonry* with all of the rights and 
privileges of the Grand Lodge of Freemasons in 
Michigan through a series of Grand Lodge 
Resolutions at the annual communication.  His efforts 
were not immediately successful but raised the 
consciousness of the brotherhood with recognition 
finally coming to Prince Hall Masonry during the 
1990’s.  www .miphg l.org 

To Most Worshipful Brother Bonisteel goes the credit 
for the creation of the masterpiece in oil, which was 
placed on canvas by the renowned artist Robert 
Thom. It preserves forever the historic September 15, 
1817, meeting of Zion Lodge No. 1, Judge Augustus 
Woodward, Father Gabriel Richard, and Reverend 
John Monteith establishing the money for The 
University of Michigan.  The original curriculum was 
based upon the University of France established by 
Napoleon Bonaparte. www .umich.edu  

In 2002 Karl W. Grube, Ph.D.*** and other prominent 
Ann Arbor Freemasons founded the Bonisteel 
Masonic Library, a non-profit educational corporation 
housed in the Ann Arbor Masonic Temple at 2875 W. 

Liberty Road Ann Arbor Michigan USA. The one hundred 
year old assets of the Ann Arbor Masonic Temple Library 
were acquired to form the initial collections for the library.  
www .bon isteelml.org    

The Library is organized to acquire and maintain books, 
documents, artifacts and other forms of information 
related to Freemasonry; make those materials and 
information to the general public; and use those materials 
and information to develop educational programs related 
to Freemasonry. 

Upon his passing in 1972, he received full Masonic Ritual 
Funeral Service at the Ann Arbor Masonic Temple, 
located at 327 4th Avenue Ann Arbor.  In 1924 
Rousseau/McConkey, Professors of Architecture & Art 
designed the Temple.   A church funeral service was also 
held at the Presbyterian Church. His earthly remains are 
entombed in a mausoleum crypt at the Washtenong 
Memorial Park, Ann Arbor Michigan USA. 

* Prince Hall Masonry was organized in Boston as African 
Lodge No. 429 under a Charter granted by the Grand 
Lodge of England in 1784.  Prince Hall was a freeman 
and a leathersmith who was assigned to General Gage’s 
Regiment of the British Military in North America. He was 
first  “Made a Mason” in General Gage’s Boston Military 
Masonic Lodge. www .miphg l.org  

** This paper was adapted from the Roscoe O. Bonisteel 
personal papers of the Bentley Historical Library, 
Michigan Historical Collections, University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor Michigan, 1974. Further research was 
conducted in the official records of the Ann Arbor 
Masonic Temple Corporation, Grand Lodge of Free & 
Accepted Masons of the State of Michigan, Golden Rule 
Lodge No. 159 and the Bonisteel Masonic Library. 
www .umich.edu/~bhl 

 

Karl W. Grube, Ph.D. is a former 
professor of Education, 
Architecture & Urban Planning at 
the University of Michigan.  His 
specialties included site planning 
for schools, school business 
management and simulation 
gaming for facilities in urban 
environs. He is President of the 
Bonisteel Masonic Library, Tyler 
& Masonic Education Officer of 
Ann Arbor Fraternity Lodge No. 
262, and Secretary to the Ann 
Arbor Masonic Temple Board.   

 

Robert Thom’s Founding of the 
University of Michigan  
September 15, 1817, meeting of 
Zion Lodge No. 1, Judge 
Augustus Woodward, Father 
Gabriel Richard, and Reverend 
John Monteith establishing the 
money for the University of 
Michigan.   

Photos by Mitchell Ozog 
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F R A T E R N I T Y  A N D  H I ST O R Y  

Freemasonry in Taiwan 
 

By Shih-Ho (Simon) Chao 
 

Freemasonry in Taiwan originated from Mainland 
China. The first lodge appeared in China in 1767 in 
Canton (Home State of Dr. Sun Yat Sen), the No. 
407 Yi Lodge which belonged to the Grand Lodge of 
England. All the Masonic membership in that Lodge 
were foreigners without Masonic descent. It was not 
until March 18, 1949, that the Grand Lodge of China 
was established in Shanghai, under the sponsorship 
of the Grand Lodge of Philippines. 
However, all Masonic activities were suspended in 
1951 due to civil war between Communist 
Government (the current Chinese Government) and 
KMT Government (The Government in Taiwan before 
2000). The Grand Lodge was reactivated in Taipei in 
1954 after the KMT Government retreated to Taiwan. 
Under the excellent leadership of all the Grand 
Masters, including many from the United States and 
General Chiang, son of Chiang Kai-Shek, the Lodges 
grew stronger. Currently, there are 13 Lodges in 
Taiwan, with thousands of brothers. It is worth 
mentioning that the No. 7 Liberty Lodge is 
composed of Brothers all of whom are from other 
countries. Some of them were already Masons in 
their “Mother Countries” but needed to keep their light 
in Masonry growing and glowing. In addition to all the 
Lodges, the other Masonic bodies in Taiwan include: 
1) The Ali Shan Oasis Shrine Club of Taipei, working 
on the care and foundation of Crippled and Burned 
Children); 2) YangMingShan Chapter No. 5, O.E.S. 
The Order of the Eastern Star is not an auxiliary of 
the Masonic Order but is an independent 
organization of its own. Its members are the wives, 
daughters, widows, mothers and sisters of Master 
Masons. 3) The Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry of the Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A. 
Valley of Taipei, Orient of Taiwan. There are now 816 
members in total and 32 Brethren have been 
coroneted with the Thirty-third degree (33° ). 
At this time, due to the business activities between 
China and Taiwan, a host of Brethren have stayed in 
China, mostly in Shanghai. The former Worshipful 
Master of No. 9 Tang Lodge, the author's Blue 
Lodge, just went to Shanghai on Nov. 1st, 2004, and 
serves as the manger of a Company. It has been 
proposed by some brother in Shanghai that a regular 
Masonic meeting be begun so that they can continue 
the Masonic activities. 
Hopefully, Masonic bodies can return to Mainland 
China in the near future. 
 
Bro. Shih-Ho (Simon) Chao is member of No. 9 Tang Lodge, the 
Grand Lodge of China. Marshall, No. 262 Ann Arbor-Fraternity 
Lodge, and 32° Mason’s of the Valley of Detroit. 

 

Masonic Humor 
Three Parrots 

A Mason was telling a fellow Mason about the 
trouble he was having with his ritual. His friend said 
he knew a Brother down the road who sells parrots 
that know the ritual and then prompt you when you 
have any trouble.  So the next day off he went to the 
shop. After strict examination, the owner pulled a 
curtain to reveal three parrots. The first was wearing 
a Master's apron, the second had on a MM apron, 
and the third bore a Grand Lodge apron. 
"How much is the one with the Master's apron on?" 
"$6000. He knows all the ritual including the inner 
workings, and will always prompt you when you get 
stuck" 
"No, too expensive. What about the one with the MM 
apron on?" 
"Well, that one is only $3,000. He doesn't know the 
inner workings, but knows all the ritual and will 
always prompt you when learning." 
"No, still too much I'm afraid. What about the one 
wearing the Grand Lodge apron?" 
"Oh, I can let you have him for just 10 bucks!" 
"Why so cheap? He must know all the ritual and the 
inner workings?" 
"Oh yes, he knows all the ritual all right. But when 
you make a mistake all he does is sit there and 
mutter 'Tut, tut, tut!' �� ��

While visiting a newly initiated brother at home one 
day, the new brother's wife took me to one side and 
said her husband had started behaving very strange 
since joining.   
    I asked in what way?   
    She said “that he locks himself in the toilet for 
hours on end mumbling to himself with his little blue 
book”.   
    Later that evening I turned the talk to lodge, and 
asked him how he was getting on.  
    “Oh fine was his reply”.  
    I asked him about his behavior and if there was 
anything wrong.   
   “ No”, was his reply.   
    “So why read the book there?“   
    Well he said "Its the only TILED room in the 
house".... 
 
Sources: Internet… 
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The Master Mason Diary 
My Journey from Darkness to Light 

By. Daniel Silverman 

FEB 1998 - I married my wife Zara in Ft Lauderdale, 
Florida. At that time I knew that her father Balty was a 
Mason but I had no concept what a Mason actually 
was. I asked my own father and he said that he knew 
very little but he did know that my Uncle Adolph was 
a 33rd degree Mason but Adolph never shared his 
experiences with any other family members. My 
father continued to say that he thought that Masonry 
was a secret society with code words and 
handshakes and involved Christianity. Unfortunately, 
my father-in-law Balty lives in the Philippines and my 
uncle Adolph passed away several years ago so I did 
not have anyone near me who could answer my 
questions. One thing I did know for sure, however, is 
that Uncle Adolph and Balty are both great men 
whose families love and respect dearly. Although 
intrigued, I never pursued Masonry because I was 
put off by my misconceptions that Masons were hard 
drinking Christian old men that practice some weird 
form of religion.  

APR 2002 - Years later I was visiting the Puget 
Sound Naval Shipyard on a business trip. Ross 
Colson, the fellow who was my business contact, was 
wearing a ring, which bore the ubiquitous square and 
compasses. I asked him what the Masons were all 
about. He took me aside during a break and with 
great passion described a wonderful fraternity of men 
whose ultimate purpose was 'to make a good man 
better'. Well his enthusiasm made an impact on me 
and I decided to give Masonry a shot. Ross said that 
all I needed to do was contact my local lodge in 
Portsmouth, NH and tell them that I would like to 
petition them for the degrees of Freemasonry. I 
spoke with the lodge secretary and was told that the 
petition was available on-line (this is the site: 
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/5117/petition.html) I 
was anxious to see the lodge so I invited myself over 
and a lodge member, who was cooking beans for an 
event, willfully showed me around. I was quite 
impressed by the cases of regalia and the lodge 
room whose decor was obviously influenced by 
tradition and ritual.  

I quickly learned that there are three degrees of 
Masonry. Once you complete the 3rd degree you can 
call yourself a Master Mason. Once you become a 
Master Mason you can fully participate in lodge 
meetings. It is also when you can proudly wear 
Masonic jewelry or sport one of those cool decals on 
your car. You cannot become a Mason overnight, 
unfortunately for those of us who love instant 
gratification. Masonic tradition, which is virtually 
unchanged since the 1700's, dictates the minimum 

time periods between examination and degrees. I was 
told that some appointed lodge members would need to 
"interview" me after my petition was read.  

MAY 2002 - The lodge meets on the first Wednesday 
of every month. At this meeting my petition was read. 
Every member in attendance needed to approve my 
petition or I would not be allowed to proceed. Luckily for 
me, I was approved. Soon after the meeting, my 
investigation or interview was scheduled. I was given 
the choice of having the interviewers visit my home or 
meet with me at the lodge. I chose the latter because I 
was afraid that my cat might bother them. I was a bit 
afraid of the interview. I thought that they may ask 
questions like "Have you ever smoked Marijuana?" or 
"Did you ever engage in pre-marital sex?". I was 
definitely being paranoid. The interview went quite 
smoothly.  It was more like a long friendly conversation. 
The only question that threw me for a loop was "Do you 
believe in one God?". Masonic brothers are brothers 
under the same Supreme Being  (no matter what you 
call it, God, Allah, etc.). Although I possess a non-
traditional belief, which could not be classified as 
Christian, Jewish, or Hindu, I felt quite comfortable 
referring to the "supreme being" as the Grand Architect 
of the Universe. This Masonic term allowed for my 
personal viewpoint to be legitimate. I learned that 
although the roots of Masonry are deeply religious, 
discussion of one's own religious views was forbidden 
in the lodge. The foundation of Freemasonry revolves 
around a combination of the biblical story of Solomon's 
Temple and an allegorical event that took place at that 
time period.    

JUNE - JULY 2002 - I waited patiently for a call or 
email indicating when the 1st degree would take place. 
I was finally contacted and learned that all three dates 
were scheduled for me. They would all be on 
Wednesdays but not on the first Wednesday of the 
month because that would conflict with the regular 
lodge meetings. The degrees are spaced out time wise 
in accordance to tradition. The master of the lodge 
chose August 21st, September 18th, and October 16th 
for the three degrees. I assume I had to wait so long 
because other petitioners were to also go through the 
ceremony with me.  

While waiting for the degrees to begin I read multiple 
books on Masonry. I really enjoyed Born in Blood and 
The Hiram Key. Understanding the rich history of 
Masonry really added to my excitement of becoming a 
Freemason. My father-in-law Balty and I began to 
communicate long distance from the Philippines on a 
regular basis. Balty provided most of the answers I 
needed during this curious state. He was quite careful, 
however, not to reveal any 'secrets' that may spoil the 
ritualistic events in which I would soon partake.  

While still waiting for August 21st to come I was invited 
to dinners held by the Masons. These dinners 

Continued on page 5 
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Similarly to my last degree I was given a book of 
codes, which I was required to memorize before 
being allowed to progress (or be raised to) my next 
degree of Master Mason. I am finding it much 
easier to memorize the content of this book 
because the word patterns and language style is 
similar to the Entered Apprentice book, this book 
contains much of what I had experienced during my 
passing to the Fellow Craft degree.  

Due to my old age of 31 I find it quite challenging to 
memorize all of the contents of these books. A 
Mason that I met while my wife was with me said to 
her that she's "become a Mason's widow" because 
of all the time she spends alone while I'm studying 
in private.  

My zeal for this endeavor has taken me to London 
where I have just visited the Grand Lodge of 
England in Covent Garden. There I was able to visit 
an impressive museum and library, which 
contained some fascinating Masonic artifacts. I was 
lucky to be there at a time when the public could 
enter the main lodge room. I felt like I was standing 
within a work of art.  
One thing I noticed in England was that the Masons 
do not generally wear any jewelry, which identifies 
them as Masons. The Scottish are even more 
inconspicuous. The Scots are the most strict of 
Masons while the Americans are the most liberal. 
The Brits are somewhere in the middle. 

One real fun thing that I did was go on a "Masonic 
Pub Crawl". I started at the Freemasons Arms, 
which is diagonally across the street from 
Freemasons Hall. This was the geographic site of 
one of the earlier Covent Garden grand lodges. I 
don't quite remember where I ended up but I know I 
worked my way down Drury Lane and went to 
Wellington (where The Lion King is now playing).  I 
used an essay by W. Bro. Trevor Jenkins, P.M. to 
help guide me through the historical locations in 
Covent Garden.  

I also visited a store in Covent Garden that is 
dedicated to the sales of Masonic regalia called 
Central Regalia. I bought several books there that 
Amazon.com said were 'out of print'.  

OCTOBER - 2002  

Oct 3. This is the big month for me. On October 
16th I will be raised to the 3rd degree of Master 
Mason. Before this can take place I will need to 
prove my proficiency in the previous degree of 
Fellow Craft. I have been working hard at 
memorizing the catechism for the Fellow Craft 
degree and have found it much easier than the first. 
The first reason is it's shorter. The second being 

preceded the monthly meetings held on the first 
Wednesday of every month. I showed up in a shirt and 
tie, which was definitely appropriate dress. Dinners 
normally cost a few bucks but were complimentary for 
the "new guys". The food was quite good and I got to 
meet a lot of people. I was impressed by the fact the I 
was served a 'kosher' meal the first time I had dinner 
with the brothers. The Master of the Lodge was not 
sure if I adhered to the Jewish dietary restrictions and 
wanted to ensure that I was accommodated.   

There was a lot of gray hair at the dinner table but I, 
being a baby at 31 years old, don't mind that. I like 
older people. I appreciate their experience and 
wisdom.   

AUGUST - 2002 this is the month! I was invited to 
dinner on the 7th. I met some other petitioners. Both 
were close in age to me. I was happy to hear that their 
purpose for pursuing Masonry was similar to mine. 
Essentially, we wanted to become better husbands, 
fathers, friends, etc. After the dinner, we were naturally 
asked to leave so the Master Masons could have their 
lodge meeting. I stayed with another petitioner so we 
could get to know each other a bit more. We talked until 
the lodge meeting was over. I was told by one of the 
Masons to show up for my 1st degree without any 
jewelry. I wonder what that's about? I made it through 
the 1st degree. It was very ritualistic and intense. I don't 
want to ruin the experience for someone else so I wont 
go into detail about what happened.    

At the end of the 1st degree I was given a ciphered 
book, which I was told I needed to learn in order to 
complete my next degree. I was assigned a mentor 
who has been teaching me, page by page, what the 
coded text means. I learned that this book of 
encryptions was actually all about the ritual I had just 
experienced when entering as an Entered Apprentice, 
or 1st degree of Masonry. Therefore, memorizing the 
contents of the book would not be so difficult since I 
had just "acted out" most of what was contained within.   

SEPTEMBER - 2002 I have spent several hours a 
week working on memorizing the Entered Apprentice 
Lesson. Two Brothers from my Lodge came with me to 
witness an Entered Apprentice degree at another lodge 
in the neighborhood. This helped reinforce what I had 
learned from my own ceremony. A few days before 
being passed to the degree of Fellow Craft I was 
required to prove my proficiency in the lesson of an 
Entered Apprentice. I passed with no problem and was 
given approval to take the next degree of Fellow Craft. 
That degree ceremony was ritually similar to the 
Entered Apprentice degree but its content was quite 
different. Although it was shorter than my first degree 
the content was deeper and in my opinion more 
interesting.  

Continued on page 6 
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that a lot of the material is similar if not identical to 
that of the first degree of Entered Apprentice.  

Oct. 8. I sat with my mentor and showed off my stuff. 
He was convinced of my proficiency and was pleased 
to let me know that there was no more memorization 
required for me to become a Master Mason. He also 
informed me that after my raising, I could join the 
Scottish Rite. He gave me an application, which I was 
to hand to him on my big night. I'll document that 
experience as well! He also lent me a great book by 
John J. Robinson called A Pilgrim's Path. This is a 
much easier read than Born in Blood and is quite 
suitable for the new Mason and also for his wife. I 
read the first 70 pages already and have learned 
more from this book than from any other. 

Oct. 15. I had my 32nd birthday. This event was 
completely eclipsed by the excitement about 
tomorrow. What's the big deal about 32 anyway? My 
age and my waist size are the same...big deal. 

Oct. 16. I showed up at the lodge at 6:00 pm. The 
other candidate and I had a delicious brisket dinner 
with about 45 other Masons. This was Past Masters 
night, which meant that all of the ceremonial parts 
were to be played by men who have once served as 
Master of the Lodge. After dinner, we (the two 
candidates) were asked to change into ritualistic 
clothing as we have done before. We were lead into 
the lodge as we have done before and partook in a 
ceremony similar to the ones in the previous degree. 
We then got dressed up in our suits and ties and 
returned to the lodge. This is where the fun really 
began. The 2nd part the Master Mason ceremony 
was certainly unique. I will say as little as possible so 
I don't spoil the fun for anyone else. I'll just say that 
the symbolism of the drama in which I was a part of 
was too meaningful for me to comprehend that 
evening. There are many interpretations of the 
Degrees. But most essentially, it is a drama of the 
immortality of the soul, setting forth the truth that, 
while a man withers away and perishes, there is that 
in him which perishes not. 

After the completion of the event the candidates were 
awarded some gifts. We received a token coin from 
our lodge's 250th birthday, a pin with our lodge name 
on it, a lapel clip shaped as a trowel (a working tool of 
a Master Mason), a lambskin apron, and some 
supporting literature. We were also given a Steward's 
jewel, which they hoped would remind us of our new 
positions in the lodge next year. (Did I volunteer for 
that position? I don't remember). 

Oct. 17. I woke up and I saw angels and heard the 
voice of God.... just kidding. I watched the morning 
news and went to work as I have always done. But 

this day was different because I wore a ring (bought 
for me by my mother), which bore the well 
recognizable square and compasses. I was a Mason! 
I was a member of a fraternity which dates back 
further than I can comprehend. I have made 
thousands of friends that I have yet to meet. No 
matter where I travel on this earth I can find brothers 
of mine who seek the same light as I. 

I spoke with my father-in-law Balty, who was the first 
Mason I actually knew. He just about shed a tear of 
joy when he heard my voice as one of a Master 
Mason's. The fact that he is now my 'brother' as well 
as my father-in-law bonds us together independently 
of our mutual relationship with his daughter. He told 
me that the fun is just beginning. I'll keep you 
updated!  

November 28th, 2002 - I ordered a book called 
Three Centuries of Freemasonry in New Hampshire 
last week. It was written in the early 70's by a 
member of my lodge. It includes a fascinating 
account of New Hampshire history from a Masonic 
perspective. Some famous Masons from New 
Hampshire include: 
Willi am Whipp le - Signer of the Declaration of 
Independence. 
Nicho las Gilman - Signer of the Federal 
Constitution. 
John Paul Jones - Captain of the sloop-of-war 
Ranger. First to show US flag to Europeans. 
Major General John Stark - Coined NH Motto "Live 
Free or Die". Stark changed the entire course of the 
Revolutionary War by a victories at Bennington, 
Beamis Heights and Saratoga causing the surrender 
of British General Burgoyne and 5000 of his men in 
1777. 
Colonel Joseph Cill ey - Revolutionary War here and 
president of the Order of Cincinnati. 
John Sulli van - Former NH president (governor) and 
first judge of the Federal District Court appointed by 
George Washington 
Levi Woodbu ry - Secretary of the Navy, Secretary of 
the Treasury under President Van Buren. 
Henry Hubb ard - Former NH Senator and Governor. 
Admiral David G. Farragut - First admiral of the US 
Navy.  
Frank Fuller - Friend of Abe Lincoln, former dentist, 
promoted his friend Mark Twain to success. 
Charles F. Hall & Nathaniel Coff in - North Pole 
expeditioners circa 1871. 

Unfortunately, many Masonic books such as the one 
I've cited have gone out of print. You may still find 
such books at www .abeboo ks.com 

December 7th, 2002  - I will be installed as the 
Senior Steward of St John's Lodge for 2003. I have 

Continued on page 7 
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already been sitting in this position since October. I 
am not required to memorize any words but there is a 
fair amount of choreographed steps that I need to 
perform.  

December 18, 2002 - I visited my family in Florida. 
While I was there I decided to do my first visitation. I 
witnessed the raising of a Master Mason at the 
Boca/Delray lodge. The majority of the members 
were Jewish. One even wore a yarmulke. I noticed 
that there were multiple differences between the New 
Hampshire and Florida ritual. Unlike New Hampshire, 
for example, the Floridians wore their aprons on the 
inside of their suits. The stewards had speaking parts 
and no prayer was said before the meal. The ritual 
sounded different but the essence was the same. 
Regardless, I was treated as a brother. 

January 15, 2003 - My friend and neighbor, Dan 
Stolworthy, was passed to the degree of Fellow 
Craft. I was the steward for the degree. Dan (who is 
referred as D2 since we share the same first name) 
Dan heard that I was pursuing Masonry, something 
with which he was always intrigued since his 
grandfather was a Mason and a fine individual. Dan 
will be my first 'first line signer' which means that I will 
be credited for his joining the fraternity. I don’t get a 
commission but I do get intrinsic satisfaction that I 
helped facilitate something joyful in someone else's 
life. Dan will be a Mason in the end of March. We're 
both very proactive and concerned about charity so I 
expect that we'll use our Masonic affiliation to make a 
difference in the community. 

January 25, 2003 - Our lodge organized a group of 
guys to clean out a room on the third floor of our 
lodge so we can begin to use it as a recreation room. 
In the process, we found hundreds of books dating 
back to 1818. To my dismay most of the books were 
refused by our library and were consequently 
disposed of. I kept as much as my wife would let me. 
One thing that I found that I would always cherish is a 
ripped up ritual book from 1894. Believe it or not I 
was able to easily read the ritual. I will use this book 
to show those I am mentoring that the words that 
being memorized has not changed for a very long 
time.  
 
February 13, 2003 - I have been really enjoying my 
position as a Senior Steward. I have been lucky 
enough to have participated in degree work as well 
as stated communications. The Master of the Lodge 
has requested that I learn the part of the Junior 
Deacon. I hope to have it perfected by the end of the 
year. 

May 25, 2003 - The third floor of the Masonic temple 
where our lodge meets is completely done and now 
serves as our rec. room. We have a 53-inch TV, 2 
beautiful oak pool tables, card tables and a piano. 

After lodge meetings, the brothers go upstairs and 
shoot a few rounds of pool. I'd like to say that we 
have been watching sports on the new TV but lately 
we've been hooked on American Idol.  
The Tortoise & the Square road race team have 
really turned out to be a success. We've run four 
races as of today and plan on completing six more 
before the end of the season. I've received a lot of 
positive feedback about the team from the lodge 
officers and was told I should attend the next Master 
& Wardens meeting. At this meeting I will inform 
other lodges in the district about the team in the 
hopes that it will expand beyond our lodge next year. 
I will also suggest that the lodges of the First Masonic 
District collaborate on an effort to organize a 5K-road 
race next year to benefit a charity. I hope that a 
Masonic road race will also intrigue good men to 
pursue this great craft. In my short tenure as a 
Master Mason I have seen more men pass away 
than I have seen raised to the sublime degree. I truly 
feel that Freemasonry is in desperate need for good 
young men and that many districts are unsure how to 
boost membership without explicit solicitation. My 
personal belief is that we should entice by example. 
There should be a Masonic presence in as many 
facets of the community as possible. Hopefully, a 
Mason sponsored road race will help with that effort. 
We'll see how it goes. 

September 5, 2003 - The Tortoise & the Square road 
race team is now up to seven races this season. 
Other local runners are recognizing us by the team 
logo on our shirts that we wear for every race. Our 
enthusiasm for running has finally leaded to us 
organizing a road race that will be sponsored by the 
lodges in the First Masonic District of NH. I presented 
the idea at a recent Master & Wardens meeting and I 
was given support and the authority to proceed with 
the planning of the race.  The Out-Of-Hibernation 5K 
will take place on April 24th, 2004 and will benefit 
Masonic Charities. 
 

 

Bro. Daniel S. Silverman is 
Junior Warden of St. John's 
Lodge # 1 in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire. Also he is Scottish 
Rite Mason 32° 
 

�

 

The Bonisteel Masonic L ibrary of 
Ann Arbor accepts Masonic books, 
jewelry, and regalia from Estates.  
We recondition, catalogue, and 
display your items.  Simply box up 
your items and a Mason will stop 
by your home for pick up.   
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C O N C R E T E  PY R A M I D S  

By Isabel R. Harris 
And 

Matthew W. A. Bruder V 
  
  
Over four thousand years ago, modern man built one 
of the greatest construction marvels of all time, the 
great pyramids of Giza.  The awesome technology to 
create these structures developed in a few hundred 
years and disappeared just as fast, never to be 
duplicated.  By about 500 B.C., during Herodotus’ 
visit to Egypt, the methods of construction were 
obscure, even to the Egyptian priests consulting their 
records1[1].  Conventional wisdom states that the 
three great pyramids are made of stone blocks 
quarried, hauled over the Nile, and maneuvered up 
great ramps to their present positions.  It is becoming 
clear, however, that the great pyramids are actually 
made of concrete.  Even today with mounting 
evidence, people still cling to conventional ideas as to 
their construction.   
The pyramids were constructed during the reigns of 
three pharaohs about 2500 BC.  The great pyramid 
was built for a pharaoh named Khnumu-Khufu during 
his 20-year reign. The pharaoh ruled over an 
essentially agrarian society.  This society was entirely 
dependent on the fall inundation (flood) of the Nile 
annually to fertilize the flood plain, on which they 
grew their crops.  Various major construction tasks 
were undertaken only during these three months of 
the year, starting relatively small, reaching its zenith 
with the great pyramids, and dying away by about 
500 BC.  Although large constructions were 
undertaken, after the building of the great pyramids, 
none equaled them in magnitude and quality.  The 
Egyptian priests told Herodotus that the great 
pyramid was completed during the reign of the 
pharaoh, 20 years1[2].    
To complete a pyramid within the lifetime of the 
reigning pharaoh was a monumental task.  Masons 
designed the structure, selected and cleared the site, 
and laid out the orientation.  As the site was being 
prepared, other groups of masons quarried stone 
blocks at twenty quarries throughout Egypt1[3].   
These blocks were then hauled to the Nile, floated to 
the construction site, hauled up a ramp, and put in 
place.  The pharaoh, to complete the pyramid being 
constructed, drafted one hundred thousand laborers, 
including slaves for labor, an impressive mental 
picture.  For most people, thousands of labors and its 
associated stone theory are easy to conceptualize.  A 
child’s blocks can be used to mimic the operation on 
a small but deceptive scale. 
At the same time as the pyramids were being 
constructed, another intriguing development 

occurred.  Fine alabaster vases with delicate, narrow 
throats and� RWKHU�DUWLIDFWV� ZHUH� FUHDWHG� LQ� WKH�
same meticulous precision as the casing stones1[4].  
How could the Egyptians hollow out the bottom of the 
vases through the narrow throat without a highly 
advanced technology, which has disappeared in the 
mist of time?  Little if any indication of their 
manufacture remains. 
There is evidence, in the quarries, of incomplete stone 
blocks and stele (obelisks) in various stages of 
completion, from later eras, abandoned for one reason 
or another.  Also, there are chisel marks left from the 
era when the pyramid blocks were being extracted from 
the quarries.  The marks vary considerably from era to 
era as the tools used to quarry changed1[5].  Clearly, the 
stone was removed from the quarry. 
Various authors including Herodotus, talking to 
Egyptian priests thousands of years after the 
completion, spoke of machines for raising the blocks1[6].  
It stands to reason, if you did not have a stone block, 
you would not have to raise it.  Later construction by 
the Egyptians themselves, Greeks, Romans, the 
masons of medieval Europe, and including the masons 
of today used the same basic method of cutting the 
blocks at the quarries and hauling them into place.  The 
blocks are rough-cut with tools on site, the rough ashlar 
(rough cut stone) is removed, finished, and it is hauled 
to the structure location and is installed, a simple 
enough procedure to understand. 
Each of these arguments support the concept that the 
blocks were; as is commonly thought; cut, hauled, 
floated, hauled, and placed.  They are simple and 
straightforward, but there are certain problems with this 
theory.   
Another theory has been put forward periodically since 
the 18th century.  That is the pyramids were constructed 
of concrete.  Le Chatelier (a French chemist) did some 
serious investigation into the matter but failed to 
answer all of the questions.  His failure to determine the 
chemistry being used, coupled with the fact that 
hieroglyphics could not be read at the time created 
gaps, brought the theory into question. 
As the climate changed different construction materials 
had to be developed.  Egypt was fairly moist until 
historic times (about 4000 BC). Wood all but 
disappeared and from pre-dynastic times had to be 
imported from Lebanon.  Mud brick held together by 
straw and baked in the sun fell apart during the 
infrequent rains and could not support the weight of 
very large structures.  All of their structures crumbled in 
a few years, nothing was permanent 
Around their campfires, Egyptians noticed that the heat 
caused some of the rocks to melt and form colorful 
beads.  A small select group of laborers initially started 
making the beads and experimented by mixing and 
heating various combinations of minerals and ores.  
They also found that some of the rocks powered to dust 
when heated; but when water was spilled on them, they 

Continued on page 10 
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resolidified.  Additionally, they found the powder could be 
mixed with water and before it hardened, could be placed 
in a container (a mold) and the rock,� when hardened, 
assumed the shape of the container.  The cast rocks, 
when placed in water, did not fall apart.  Instead of 
structures that would fall apart in the periodic rains, 
buildings of these materials would last forever. 
The Egyptians continued development of this process 
next making fine alabaster vases.  To this day no one 
conventionally can figure out how they were made.   They 
were molded, using concrete.  An inner mold of wax was 
made and positioned in a plywood outer mold.  (The 
Egyptians knew how to make plywood from the earliest 
times1[7].)  After the concrete set but before it hardened, 
the wax inner mold was melted and removed, the outer 
mold was separated, the seams smoothed, and the vase 
became an enigma.   
The Egyptians, with an eye to the practical and each 
succeeding pharaoh wanting to outdo his predecessor, 
transformed the accidental diminutive beads into ever-
larger blocks and experiments with basic pyramid 
designs begun. 
If the small beads are kept distinct from the casing 
stones, another question arises.  How were the stones 
cut so precisely without scrap?  The era when the great 
pyramids were constructed was before the Bronze Age 
(The Bronze Age started about 800 B.C. in Egypt).  The 
Egyptians had only sticks, stones, and copper tools with 
which to quarry the blocks1[8]. Nevertheless, given 
enough time, a block could be quarried and finished. The 
remaining pyramid casing stones are so precisely shaped 
that a piece of paper cannot be slid between the 
blocks1[9].  Incredibly careful cutting or was the wall of the 
adjacent block also used as a wall of the mold?  A lot of 
time would be necessary to cut blocks this precisely, 
even today.  In 1984, Joseph Davidovits measured very 
precisely thousands of blocks on a pyramid where the 
casing stones had been removed 150 years ago.  Why 
are there only ten sizes, within two thousandths of an 
inch1[10]?  Was it careful cutting or only a limited number 
of molds to cast the blocks?  Obviously if the blocks, 
some 30 feet in length, had to be cut and shaped to 
within two thousandths of an inch two new dimensions 
are added to the problems associated with carving stone 
blocks, how were they measured and additional time 
would be required for the increase in precision.  If 
laborers were cutting the stones, where is the scrap from 
the trimming, bad blocks, and the blocks that fractured or 
were damaged in transit?  There are not any1[11].  With 
concrete, the rocks were beaten to a powder, hauled to 
the site, burned, mixed, and cast.  Everything is 
consumed and can be reused by powdering and heating 
it again. 
To move the size of blocks used in the pyramids, some 
weighing 500 tons1[12], in one piece, ramps with ample 
foundations would be required.  Where are the ramps to 

transport the blocks or where are their foundations?  
There are not any.  The causeway, which according 
to Herodotus took 10 years to build and ran from the 
mortuary temple at the river’s edge to the� pyramid 
itself, was built of polished stone, engraved, and 
covered1[13].  The causeway, even when completed, 
would not support large blocks, but would support 
labor-carrying buckets of concrete.  It can be simply 
handed up the pyramid, a bucket at a time, until the 
mold is filled. Concrete doesn’t require ramps.   
Herodotus says the priests told him the great pyramid 
was completed in 20 years1[14].  With 2,500,000 
blocks in the pyramid1[15] this is no small undertaking.  
If you are cutting discreet blocks and moving them, a 
focused infrastructure, well beyond the resources of 
today let alone the ancient Egyptians, would have 
been required.  The construction infrastructure 
shrinks substantially, to a manageable size of about 
1,400 people, if a concrete process is used1[16].  
Since the work was carried out during the 20 years 
for only three months of the year (Thirty Egyptian 
calendar days.  The temples were closed and the 
Egyptians did not even get the traditional tenth day to 
rest.1[17]).  The Egyptians worked only eight hours a 
day, therefore a stone block had to be placed every 
3.5 minutes.  With ten molds, they only had to cast 
one block every half-hour. 
In a microscopic study a human hair was found in a 
piece of a block taken from one of the pyramids1[18].  
How did a hair get into a rock?  It could have easily 
fallen from a worker into the concrete slurry. 
Today, rocks and concrete can be easily 
distinguished from one another.  Concrete contains 
microscopic air bubbles from the slurry preparation 
and pouring.  A certified sample from one of the 
pyramid blocks was examined and the bubbles were 
found1[19].  Granite does not contain air bubbles, 
concrete formulated similar to granite would. 

If the Egyptians came up with this marvelous 
process, why did the Egyptians stop making 
concrete, start carving blocks of relatively softer 
stone, and lose the technology?  The answer is they 
simply ran out of known deposits of minerals and 
ores to form the high quality concrete.  From 
hieroglyphs and chemical analysis, the composition 
of the minerals and ores required were determined.  
Locations of these ores were examined� throughout 
Egypt.  It was found that some of the minerals and 
ores necessary for the process were completely 
consumed.  In one particular location, in the Sinai 
Peninsula were the mineral changed but the color of 
the rock did not, the miners stopped extracting the 
mineral precisely at the point where it changed1[20].  
After the great pyramids, very soft-core blocks were 
mined since they could easily be cut with the tools at 
hand.  The casing blocks were made from destroying 

Continued on page 11 
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earlier structures and reprocessing them.  Since the 
Egyptians worshiped the dead and long dead pharaohs 
continued to have large numbers of priests, only a limited 
number of structures could be consumed.  As iron tools 
developed, it was easier culturally and practically to cut 
softer rock than to reprocess the old and the craft died 
out. 

We have two theories with significantly different 
technologies and similar results.  The conventional theory 
suggests a fantastic technology, which was lost as fast as 
it was developed and even with modern methods, many 
facts cannot be adequately explained or duplicated.  The 
concrete theory simply explains all of the observations 
and allows the eclectic craftsmen to complete the job in 
the time allotted.  As their raw materials were consumed, 
the workmen adapted and developed different 
technologies to carry on their tasks, the old practices 
disappeared, and their results became an enigma. 

�
Source: www.bonisteelml.org/ConcretePyramid1.htm 

 

T E N  C O M M A N D M E N T S  O F  M A SO N R Y  

Compiled by Albert Pike 

Masonry has its Decalogue, which is a law to its Initiates.  
These are the Ten Commandments: 

I.  God is the Eternal, Omnipotent, Immutable WISDOM 
and Supreme INTELLIGENCE and Exhaustless Love. 

Thou shalt adore, revere, and love Him! 

Thou shalt honor Him by practicing the virtues! 

II.  Thy religion shall be, to do good because it is a 
pleasure to thee, and not merely because it is a duty. 

That thou mayest become the friend of the wise man, 
thou shalt obey his precepts! 

Thy soul is immortal!  Thou shalt do nothing to degrade it! 

III.  Thou shalt unceasingly war against vice! 

Thou shalt not do unto others that which thou wouldest 
not wish them to do unto thee! 

Thou shalt be submissive to thy fortunes, and keep 
burning the light of wisdom! 

IV.  Thou shalt honor thy parents! 

Thou shalt pay respect and homage to the aged! 

Thou shalt instruct the young! 

Thou shalt protect and defend infancy and innocence! 

V.  Thou shalt cherish thy wife and thy children! 

Thou shalt love thy country, and obey its laws! 

VI.  Thy friend shall be to thee a second self! 

Misfortune shall not estrange thee from him! 

Thou shalt do for his memory whatever thou wouldest 
do for him, if he were living! 

VII.  Thou shalt avoid and flee from insincere 
friendships! 

Thou shalt in everything refrain from excess! 

Thou shalt shalt fear to be the cause of a stain on thy 
memory!  

VIII.  Thou shalt allow no passions to become thy 
master! 

Thou shalt make the passions of others profitable 
lessons to thyself! 

Thou shalt be indulgent to error! 

IX.  Thou shalt hear much: Thou shalt speak little: 
Thou shalt act well! 

Thou shalt forget injuries! 

Thou shalt render good for evil! 

Thou shalt not misuse either thy strength or thy 
superiority! 

X.  Thou shalt study to know men; that thereby thou 
mayest learn to know thyself! 

Thou shalt ever seek after virtue! 

Thou shalt be just! 

Thou shalt avoid idleness! 

But the great commandment of Masonry is this: "A 
new commandment give I unto you: that ye love one 
another!  He that saith he is in the light, and hateth 
his brother, remaineth still in the darkness." 

Albert Pike, Morals and Dogma, 1871, PP. 17-18 
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T H E  M A SO N I C  T O M B ST O N E  

FRANCISZEK SALEZY WOLOWSKI 

By Kathleen Urbanic 

At the top of a sharp rise in section M of Mt. Hope 
Cemetery, in the burial ground's oldest Masonic plot, 
stands a tombstone inscribed on one side in English and 
on the other in Polish. "Tu spoczywa Franciszek Salezy 
Wolowski',, Here rests Franciszek Salezy Wolowski, 
Judge of the Supreme Court of the First Instance of the 
Kingdom of Poland. Born in Warsaw on January 29, 
1805, he died in Rochester NY, on July 12, 1857.... 
Please pray for him." 

Wolowski's tombstone -- the inscription weatherworn, a 
cross that once graced its top now missing--represents 
the intriguing story of a man who was among the first 
Poles known to have resided in Rochester. He arrived in 
the City in the 1850's, three decades before a group of 
immigrants from his homeland founded St. Stanislaus 
Kostka Parish and established Rochester's Polish 
settlement. In many ways, he was unlike the artisans, 
laborers, and peasants who left Poland in search of 
livelihood at the end of the century. A wealthy landowner 
who held judicial office, Wolowski was an insurgent who 
plotted against Tsarist rule of his homeland and was 
forced to flee the country, settling eventually in Rochester 
where he taught languages to children and became a 
Master Mason of Yonnondio Lodge. 

A relatively small number of Poles left their homeland in 
the initial halt of the nineteenth century, before the first 
large wave of Polish immigration brought 3 million 
laborers and peasants to America between 1870 and 
1924. Most of these early emigres were educated 
members of the gentry, and many were political refugees 
who had planned or participated in uprisings against 
foreign rule of Poland, controlled since 1795 by Prussia, 
Russia, and Austria-Hungary. Some were also Masons, 
upholders of a tradition of Polish Freemasonry that began 
early in the 1700's and took on nationalistic fervor during 
the century of Poland's partition. 

The few details known of Wolowski's life are drawn from 
his tombstone inscription, unusual in its length, and from 
two articles that appeared in the Rochester Union and 
Advertiser in July 1857, "We are pained to announce," a 
reporter wrote on July 11, "that Mr. F.S. Wolowski, the 
well known teacher of French and German languages, 
was struck down by apoplexy last evening.... He has 
resided here several years and is very highly esteemed 
by all who have made his personal acquaintance." Two 
days later, the newspaper followed its brief 
announcement of Wolowski's illness with a notice of his 
death that presented an outline of the emigre's life. 

Born in Warsaw in 1805, Wolowski had been a 
"proprietor of large landed estates" which provided 
him a "princely income " and had served the judicial 
court in Kalisz. In the 1840's, he became active in a 
nationalistic organization dedicated to opposing 
Russian rule. When Wolowski's membership in this 
group became known to authorities, he left the 
country clandestinely and was able to earn a "scanty 
living" in exile by teaching French. 

He settled in Rochester in the 1850's, where he and 
his wife, an Englishwoman, opened a foreign 
language school at the corner of East Avenue and 
William Street. While a resident of Rochester, 
Wolowski gained admittance to Yonnondio Lodge, 
then one of four Masonic bodies in the city. His death 
in July 1857 drew the notice of the local press, which 
described the Pole as a man of "native goodness of 
heart" who had earned "eminent attainments in both 
literature and law (but) was destined to die in poverty-
-a stranger in a strange land," In addition to his 
widow, whom he met after fleeing Poland, Wolowski 
left relatives in Europe: brothers and several children 
from a previous marriage. 

His funeral took place from Christ Church on East 
Avenue, and a brief announcement beneath his 
obituary in the Union and Advertiser requested all 
members of Yonnorudo Lodge to attend "to pay 
proper respect to the remains of their deceased 
brother." Wolowski was buried in Mt. Hope Cemetery, 
in its first Masonic plot, beneath a tombstone offered 
"as a token of gratitude" by a son in Poland, most 
likely erected sometime after the father's death. 

Today, Franciszek Wolowski's grave is difficult to find 
in the maze of hills and monuments that mark the 
196 acres of Mt. Hope. A cross that originally topped 
the stone has been broken off, and both the English 
and Polish inscriptions are illegible. Fortunately, a 
photo of the tombstone with its cross intact was 
included in Norman Lyon's 1935 History of the Polish 
People in Rochester, accompanied by the full text of 
the Polish inscription. "Please pray for him," the 
inscription requests, "for he had a great heart and 
distinguished himself with honorable deeds in his 
own country and in America.... For your prayers, you 
will have the gratitude of his son, Zygmunt 
Wolowski."  

Kathleel Urbanic is a Friend of Mt. Hope who is completing  an 
extensive study of the Polish community in Rochester. In research 
for Wolowski's story, she was assisted by Jack McKinney of the 
Friends of Mt. Hope, John T Skainy of Craftsman Lodge No. 969 of 
Free and Accepted Masons, Henry Archacki of Kosciuszko Lodge 
No 1085 of Free and Accepted Masons, and Wojciech 
Przezdziecki who provided an English translation of the Polish 
tombstone inscription.  
Epitaph, - Friends of Mount Hope Cemetery Newsletter Volume 9, 
Number 4 Rochester, New York, Fall 1989 
http://www.lib.rochester.edu/rbk/epitaph/9_4.stm 
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F R E E M A SO N R Y  A N D  R O M E �
Does the Roman Catholic Church allow her members to 

join Freemasonry? 

The answer to the question, are Roman Catholics 
allowed to join Freemasonry, is not a simple one. Canon 
Law does not prohibit it but the Sacred Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith does. The solution to this 
dilemma is not within the sphere of Freemasonry. 
Freemasonry, not being a religion, continues to welcome 
all men who subscribe to a belief in a supreme being. 
 
Below is the text of a letter from the Office of the 
Archdiocesan Tribunal, Archdiocese of Los Angeles, 
dated September 15, 2000, to the Masonic Service 
Bureau of North America:  
 
Thank you for your inquiry of September 11, 2000 
directed to Cardinal Mahoney, on whose behalf I am 
replying. The question is "whether a practicing Catholic 
may join a Masonic Lodge."  
 
Unfortunately, the matter is too complex for a 
straightforward "yes" or "no" answer. But at least for 
Catholics in the United States, I believe the answer is 
probably yes. Permit me to explain this qualified 
response.  
 
Your letter states that a member's "allegiance to one God 
is all we require." To the extent that this is an accurate 
statement of the organization's beliefs and teachings, and 
that its activities are humanitarian and charitable in 
nature, there is no reason to prevent a practicing Catholic 
from joining.  
 
Past history, of course, has muddied the waters because 
earlier church law (prior to November 27, 1983) 
specifically named Masonic groups as a forbidden society 
(canon 2335, 1917 Code). The dialogues between 
Catholic and Masonic representatives in the years since 
the Second Vatican Council were generally very positive 
and yet did not resolve questions or concerns raised in 
certain parts of the world. As a result, the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome issued a statement 
one day before the new Code of Canon Law took effect 
(November 26, 1983), in which it held that since Masonic 
principles were still contrary to the teachings of the 
Church, Catholics would commit a grave sin in belonging 
to Masonic associations and so could not receive Holy 
Communion.  
 
Because this declaration has not been superseded by 
any further official statements, the question keeps 
recurring about its interpretation and application. There is 
no agreement among the experts in church law who have 
considered the matter. Consequently one can only judge 
the individual circumstances in light of the principles that 
clearly do apply. These principles are set forth in canons 

1374 and 1364 of the 1983 Code, which forbid a 
Catholic from joining "an association which plots 
against the Church" and impose penalties for heresy 
under certain conditions. If "a particular Masonic lodge 
truly promoted heretical teaching or conspired against 
the interests of the Church" (Ronny E. Jenkins, "The 
Evolution of the Church's Prohibition Against Catholic 
Membership in Freemasonry," The Jurist, 56 (1996), pg 
735,) then a Catholic would be bound to avoid 
membership.  
 
The reason, then, I answer 'probably yes' is because I 
am unaware of any ideology or practice by the local 
lodges that challenges or subverts the doctrine and 
interests of the Catholic Church. In the previous 
paragraph, I have cited the article which best presents 
the current state of the question. The 1974 newspaper 
clipping that you enclosed with your letter probably 
refers to a letter written by Cardinal Seper, then in 
charge of the same doctrinal congregation mentioned 
above, which was addressed to certain bishops. In this 
letter one can see the movement at that time from a 
blanket prohibition to the application of a case-by-case 
judgment whether a group did in fact conspire against 
the Church. The history of the development of the 
Church's current law suggests that this case-by-case 
approach is what canon 1374 on forbidden 
associations intends.  
 
Please forgive this lengthy reply, but a shorter one 
would not do justice to those inquirers who are aware 
that the matter is still controversial. I thank you for 
giving me the opportunity to learn more about it myself, 
and I close by asking God's blessing on your well-
known endeavors to relieve human suffering and assist 
the needy.  
 
Rev. Thomas C. Anslow, C.M., J.C.L. Judicial Vicar  

 
&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH����

 

MASONRY… A FRATERNITY BLESSED BY 
GOD 

 
By Rev. Fr. Ranhili o C. Aquino 

 
When I attended one of your ceremonies, I was very 
pleased to see that "faith in God" plays a central role in 
your fraternity. I noted with great joy that in your 
ceremonies you give God's word a position of honor. 
This, for me, was certainly an encouraging sign. But, of 
course, the physical presence of the Bible in your 
ceremonies is not enough. What is more important is 
God's word in your lives, in your actions, in your 
decisions. This holds true for all men, including us 
priests; for we may be surrounded by the physical 
trappings of religion, but we could have very 
unreligious, unholy and uncharitable decisions and 

Continued on page 14 
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dispositions towards others. No, it is not enough to give 
the Bible the marks of honor and respect. It's by far 
more important to make the divine precepts it contains 
and the norms for checking the acceptability of our 
decisions and actions.  
Next, I would like to make it exceedingly clear that, as 
far as the Catholic Church is concerned, it is not true 
that one religion is as good as another. That, my 
brothers and sisters, was exactly one of the fears the 
Church in the past had about Masonry, for to say that 
one religion is as good as another would be some sort 
of religious indifferentism. As a professor of Law, I 
myself would advocate that sects be given equal status 
before the law.  
 
But as far as we Catholics are concerned—and now I 
speak as a Catholic, what was clearly enunciated in the 
second Vatican Council as part of the dogmatic 
constitution of the Catholic Church is this: There subsist 
in the Roman Catholic Church the elements of the true 
church of Jesus Christ. This means, it is true that one 
religious sect is as good as any other. If we are sincere 
Catholics, then we must profess our faith that in the 
Catholic Church subsist the elements of the true 
Church of Jesus Christ. My third point is, Religion 
cannot and should never be a secondary issue. All 
other issues are, in fact, secondary to religion. Religion 
should be the primary governing and determinative 
issue.  
 
But, my brothers and sisters, we cannot go back to the 
old days of bigotry towards others. It is, in fact 
unchristian to assume a position "I'm better than all the 
rest." It is, indeed, presumptuous to consider ourselves 
wise and all the rest dumb. Rather, in the face of the 
truth of Jesus Christ, we should have the humility that 
allows us to open to others, to dialogue with them, to 
be hospitable to them.  
If the Masonic Fraternity is, above all, a fraternity that 
welcomes all men, well and good. If it is a fraternity by 
which character is built and moral fiber strengthened, 
then it can only be a fraternity blessed by God. If its 
members take their religious duties with utmost 
seriousness and if, through its light, they make religion 
the pole star of their actions, the criterion of their 
decisions and the standard by which their choices and 
options are resolved, then Masonry can be a fraternity 
blessed by God. 
 
Source: www.freemasonry.bcy.ca/texts/why_a_freemason.html#02 

 

 

F R E E M A SO N R Y  &  B E E S 

The bee and the hive have long been symbols of industry 
and regeneration, wisdom and obedience, with a place in 
Egyptian, Roman and Christian symbolism. The hive is 
often seen in Masonic illustrations of the 18th and 19th 
century and both Clovis and Napoleon adopted the bee 
as their symbol. Although "the bee was among the 
Egyptians the symbol of an obedient people, because, 
says Horapollo, 'of all insects, the bee alone had a king.'1, 
its use in Freemasonry was secondary to any number of 
other symbols based on the working tools of a 
stonemason.  
 
"Looking at the regulated labor of these insects when 
congregated in their hive, it is not surprising that a 
beehive should have been deemed an appropriate 
emblem of systematized industry. Freemasonry has 
therefore adopted the beehive as a symbol of industry, a 
virtue taught in the instructions, which says that a Master 
Mason 'works that he may receive wages, the better to 
support himself and family, and contribute to the relief of 
a worthy, distressed brother, his widow and orphans...' 
The ark has already been shown to be an emblem 
common to Freemasonry and the Ancient Mysteries, as a 
symbol of regeneration - of the second birth from death to 
life. Now, in the Mysteries, a hive was a type of the ark. 
'Hence,' says Faber (Origin of Pagan Idolatry, volume ii, 
page 133), 'both the diluvian priestess and the 
regenerated souls were called bees; hence, bees were 
feigned to be produced from the carcass of a cow, which 
also symbolized the ark; and hence, as the great father 
was esteemed an infernal god, honey was much used 
both in funeral rites and in the Mysteries. This extract is 
from the article on the bee in Evans' Animal Symbolism in 
Ecclesiastical Architecture."2.  
 
"Honey is used to illustrate moral teachings. A man is 
exhorted to eat honey and the honey comb (Pr 24/13), 
but warned against surfeit (Pr 25/16.27). It was a simile 
for moral sweetness (Ezk 3/3), and for the excellence of 
the law (Ps 19/10), of pleasant words (Pr 16/24), and of 
the lips (Ca 4/11), and as a figure of love (Ca 5/1). The 
LXX adds to Pr 6/8 'Go to the bee, and learn how diligent 
she is, and what a noble work she produces; whose 
labour kings and private men use for their health. She is 
desired and honoured by all, and, though weak in 
strength, yet since she values wisdom she prevails.' This 
quote exists in the Arabic version, and is quoted by 
ancient writers." 3.  
 
That the newly converted Clovis would use a bee as his 
symbol is not surprising. It aligned him with the Christian 
Roman Empire without alienating those of his subjects 
who still maintained non-trinitarian or pagan sympathies. 
Napoleon was initiated, passed and raised into an Army 
Philadelphe Lodge of the Ecossais Primitive Rite of 
Narbonne between 1795 and 1798.4. Considering 
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Napoleon's interest in things Egyptian, his reason for 
adoption of the bee symbol can only be a subject of 
supposition. When Napoleon had embroidered bees sewn on 
his robes it was not as a claim of legitimacy directed at any of 
his contemporaries; certainly not the aristocracy whose roots 
were not Merovingian nor sympathies masonic. Certainly not 
the freemason revolutionaries of the USA who were then 
embracing republicanism.  
 
The bee is a symbol of systematized industry, an obedient 
people and of rebirth. It is easier to accept that the 
Merovingians, freemasons and Napoleon found their way to 
the symbol by their own path than it is to create a convulated 
and undocumented connection between them as some 
conspiracy theorists have tried.  
 
"The bee hive is an emblem of industry, and recommends the 
practice of that virtue of all created beings, from the highest 
sereph in heaven, to the lowest reptile of the dust. It teaches 
us, that as we came into the world rational and intelligent 
beings, so we should ever be industrious ones; never sitting 
down contented while our fellow-creatures around us are in 
want, when it is in our power to relieve them, without 
inconvenience to ourselves.  
 
When we take a survey of nature, we view man, in his 
infancy, more helpless and indigent than the brutal creation: 
he lies languishing for days, months, and years, totally 
incapable of providing sustenance for himself, of guarding 
against the attack of the wild beasts of the field, or sheltering 
himself from the inclemencies of the weather. It might have 
pleased the Great Creator of heaven and earth, to have made 
man independent of all other beings; but, as dependence is 
one of the strongest bonds of society, mankind were made 
dependent on each other for protection and security, as they 
thereby enjoy better opportunities of fulfilling the duties of 
reciprocal love and friendship. Thus was man formed for 
social and active life, the noblest part of the work of God; and 
he that will so demean himself, as not to be endeavouring to 
add to the common stock of knowledge and understanding, 
may be deemed a drone in the hive of nature, a useless 
member of society, and unworthy of our protection as 
masons.5.  
 

 
1.  Encyclopedia of Freemasonry,Albert G. Mackey. Richmond, Virginia: 
Macoy Publishing, 1966. p. 129-30 ^  
2.  A Dictionary of the Bible, edited by James Hastings. New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1911. p. 264 ^  
3.  Encyclopedia of Freemasonry,Albert G. Mackey. Richmond, Virginia: 
Macoy Publishing, 1966. p. 698 ^  
4.  Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, Albert G. Mackey. Richmond, Virginia: 
Macoy Publishing, 1966. p. 129 ^  
5.  The True Masonic Chart or Hieroglyphic Monitor,Jeremy L. Cross. 
Third Edition, Published and sold by the author, 1824. p. 38. ^  

 
Source: http://www.freemasonry.bcy.ca/symbolism/bees.html 

RETRACTION OF LETTER  

On 15 September 2000 I wrote a letter in which I gave my 
opinion in answer to the question you had asked, "whether a 
practicing Catholic may join a Masonic lodge." As you know, I 
gave a qualified affirmative reply "at least for Catholics in the 
United States, I believe the answer is probably yes." My 
qualification was based on two points, uncertainty about the 
beliefs and teachings of Freemasonry, especially as this may 
vary locally, and uncertainty about the interpretation and 
application of the statement issued by the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith on 26 November 1983. I concluded that the 
historical development of the Church's law was away from a 
blanket prohibition to a case-by-case assessment of what 
constitutes an association forbidden to Catholics.  

As a result of my letter having been posted on several Masonic 
websites and of various inquiries this generated, it has come to 
my attention that my analysis was faulty, and accordingly I need 
to retract my opinion. I realize this will create much 
consternation, and I apologize for that. Please let me explain.  

In early 1985 the Congregation mentioned above published an 
explanation of its position as given in the November 1983 
statement. The explanation can be found in the English edition 
of the Vatican's official newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano (11 
March 1985, page 2) under the title "Irreconcilability between 
Christian faith and Freemasonry. Reflections a year after 
declaration of Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith."  

The key point in the argument is that the system of symbols 
common to Freemasons around the world (centering on the 
Architect of the Universe and given added weight by the rule of 
secrecy) tends to foster a "supraconfessional humanitarian" way 
of conceiving the divine that neutralizes or replaces the faith 
dimension of our relationship with God. Even though given 
lodges may abstain from endorsing any particular position, 
including one that considers religious faith to be a matter of 
indifference (i.e., nothing more than a matter of personal 
preference), the contemporary world's social atmosphere of 
moral and religious relativism creates a climate in which a 
merely humanitarian symbol system works to undermine the 
religious faith by which we receive God's revelation.  

It was for this reason that the Congregation declared that local 
church authorities are not competent to give a judgment on the 
nature of Masonic associations, and has reserved to itself the 
right to make any such pronouncements. Because of the 
serious danger posed to individual Catholics by the subtle but 
real influence of symbols described above, the Congregation 
declared that it would be objectively a grave sin for a Catholic to 
join a Masonic lodge. The prohibition from receiving Holy 
Communion is meant to highlight the gravity of the situation.  

Let me add that the Congregation's explanation explicitly 
acknowledges "the efforts made by those who, with the due 
authorization of this Congregation, have sought to establish a 
dialogue with representatives of Freemasonry." I hope that this 
dialogue continues and that it will serve to clarify the 
philosophical, theological, and anthropological principles by 
which we understand our roles in human society.  

I regret that my earlier letter has undoubtedly led people to 
misunderstand the concern behind the official statement of the 
Church's position regarding membership in Masonic societies. I 
ask that my letter of 15 September 2000 be removed from all 
websites and be replaced with this new letter.  

Sincerely,  

Rev. Thomas C. Anslow 
C.M., J.C.L.  
Judicial Vicar  

February 2002 

 
MASONRY… A FRATERNITY BLESSED 

BY GOD 
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W H E N  T O  W E A R  T H E  SC O T T I SH  
R I T E  C A P 

 

If wearing the cap is in good taste and appropriate for a positive 
Scottish Rite image, it is time to educate the general public regarding 

the cap, who is wearing it, and the organization it represents.�

If the apron is the "badge of a Mason" in the Blue Lodge, the 
cap can be said to be the public badge of a Scottish Rite 
Mason. In our Order, the cap is both a prayer cap in the 
Jewish tradition and a symbol of the Scottish Rite Mason as a 
soldier in the "Empire of Intellect, Reason, Philosophy, and 
Wise Morality" (32° ). Similarly, a cap was worn by English 
knights, including the Templars, and was later given a military 
significance by British regimental soldiers in the 19th century. 
The Supreme Council adopted the present caps in 1927. The 
cap is considered a part of the uniform and is treated as 
such. Consequently, it must not be removed when the flag is 
passing, while saying the Pledge of Allegiance, or 
participating in prayer. On such occasions as the recitation of 
the Pledge of Allegiance or the performance of the national 
anthem in song or music, the cap remains on the head, and 
the Scottish Rite Mason places his right hand on his heart. 
During prayer, the cap remains in place, but the head is 
slightly bowed and the hands are placed in the "Sign of the 
Good Shepherd": the left arm folded over the right with 
fingers outstretched and touching the shoulders comfortably. 
This dignified position reflects the compassionate spirit of the 
Scottish Rite in recalling the Good Shepherd as He carried a 
lamb over His neck, holding its feet with His crossed arms.  

At the Supreme Council's 1999 Executive Session, it was 
agreed the wearing of the Scottish Rite caps in public should, 
as stated in the Statutes, Article XV, Sec. 21, be left to the 
discretion of the Sovereign Grand Inspector General or 
Deputy in his Orient. The Supreme Council agreed that, if 
wearing the cap is in good taste and appropriate for a positive 
Scottish Rite image, it is time to educate the general public 
regarding the cap, who is wearing it, and the organization it 
represents. 

Sovereign Grand Commander C. Fred Kleinknecht, 33° 
From Forms and Traditions of the Scottish Rite © 2000 
www.srmason-sj.org/web/journal-files/Issues/jul02/caps.htm 
 


