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The name of general Lewis Cassis © closaly interwoven with

the first Grand Lodge in Michigan, it is eminently proper that a
KOSCIUSZKO LODGE No. 1085 sketch of his Masonic labors should be given before entering
upon a history of the Grand Lodge over which he presided
duringitswhole existence

The history of the dvil, military, and pditicd life of Lewis
Cassis a part of the history of this commonwedth and of the
nation. We shall, therefore, just touch ypon his public life, and
confine this <ketch mainly to his Masonic caee, and
particularly his connedion with Masonry in Michigan.
Lewis Cass was born in Exeter, New Hampshire, October 9,
1782 He was the oldest son of Jonathan Cass who served in
the revolutionary war and rose to the rank of Captain. Lewis
attended schodl in his native town during Hs ealy yeas, and
in 1799 removed with his father's family to Wilmington,
Delaware, where he becane aschoad teader. In 1800 he went
to Marietta, Ohio, where he studied law in the office of Gov.
Meigs, and was admitted to the bar in 1802 when only twenty
yeas of age. In 1803 he began the pradice of law at
The Bonisted Masonic Library of Ann Zane;ville, in.that state. .His abiIiti@ on seaured him 3
Arbor accepts Masonic books, jewelry, | lUcrative pradice and a wide reputation. In 1806 he married
and regalia from Estates. Elizebeth Spencer, of Virginia, and soon afterwards was
We reoondition, catalogue, and display | eleded to the legislature of Ohio, and began his brilli ant
your items. Simply box up your items | |egigative caee. He was a member of the cmmittee
and a Mason will stop by your homefor | g, 5Ginteq to inquire into the supposed treasonable movements

pick up. You can email Bro. Karl .
Grubeat: kgr ube@bonigtedml.org of Aaron Burr, and drew up the report to President Thomas
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LEWIS CASS- Continued from page No. 1

Jefferson, who, from the marked ability of document,
appanted him United States Marshal of that state in 1807,
which placehe filled until 1813 He served with distinction
in the war 1812 first as Colonel of the 3d Ohio volunteess,
and afterwards as Brigadier General. The dose of that war
found him in command in Michigan, with headquarters at
Detroit. This resulted in his making that city his home and
beooming one of Michigan's most distinguished citizens. In
1813 soon after the termination of this war, he was
appanted Governor of the Territory of Michigan and served
with distinction sixteen yeas.

During this time he negotiated twenty-two dstinct tredies
with the Indians, seauring the cesson to the United States
government of the immense regions of the northwest. He
instituted surveys, organized courties and townships, and
creged and set in motion al the madiinery of civilized
government.

In 1831 he was appanted Seaetary of War in President
Jackson’s cabinet, and it was during hs incumbency that the
Bladk Hawk war occurred and was vigorously suppressed. In
1836 he was appanted United States Minister to France and
his ®rvice there were of marked ability and of grea value to
this country. In 1842 he resigned and accepted the
democratic nomination for the presidency. After the dedion
of that yea, in which he was defeded, he was rededed to
the senate for the balance of his origina term. Here he
wielded a powerful influence and become astrong aly of
Henry Clay in oppaing the dogma of Southern rights and
the Wilmot proviso. At the epiration of his term he was re-
eleded for a sewmnd term, and in 1852 was appanted
Seaetary of State in President Buchanan's cabinet, but when
this President refused to reinforce and re-provision Fort
Sumpter he promptly resigned, thus terminating a
distingushed and honorable public caee of fifty-six yeas
duration.

After this time he mingled little in society save in the
hospitaliti es of his own home. He was a man of grea natural
abilities, a prudent, cautious legidator, a scholar of fine
attainments, and personally popular throughout the country.

His preferment in Masonry was as marked asin civil li fe. His
Masonic caea commences aimost at the beginning of the
century. His original petition for the degrees of Masonry is

still preserved inthe achives of American Union Lodge, No. 1
at Marietta, Ohio, -

(http://www.mariettamasoni cbod es.com/aul.htm) we ae
enabled to present our readers with photocopy of his petition:

This petition seaured him admisson and he was initiated
Decenber 3, 1803 passd April 2, 1804 and raised May?7,
1804 From the first he took an adive interest in Masonic
affairs. He was an influential member of the convention that
was held at Chilli cothe, January 4, 1808 and continued in
sesson four days. He introduced the resolution “That it is
expedient to form a Grand Lodge in the State of Ohio,” which
was unanimously adopted and that Grand Lodge duly
organized, and he wielded a powerful influence in shaping its
affairs. At the seoond meding, one yea later, he was eleded
Deputy Grand Master and was chairman of the committee that
proclaimed the organizaion of that Grand Lodge to the
Masonic world. January 3, 181Q he was eleded Grand Master,
being then but twenty-eight yeas of age. He was re-eleded
ead time for the next three yeas and served with ability and
distinction. He was present and presided at the meding of that
Grand Lodge in January 1813 but very soon theredter he
removed to his new field of labor in Michigan, and terminated
his Masonic caee in Ohio. His Masonic work and influence,
however, was not ended, but smply transferred to another
field. On April 9, 1816 he made his first visit to Zion Lodge,
applied for and was admitted to membership therein. Six days
later, the Lodge having just resumed work after an interval of
four yeas, he was eleded Worshipful Master, but dedined
serving on acount of presare of public business but
continued an adive and influential member for a number of
yedas.

At the completion of the organizaion of the Grand Lodge of
Michigan, July 31, 1826 Brother Cass was eleded Grand
Master and held that office during the ecistence of that Grand
Body. At this time, the ati-Masonic cusade was sveeping
over the country and its influence culd not but be felt in
Michigan, Lewis Casswas, above and beyond al, a pdlitician
with the most unbounded ambitions and aspiration. He was
adknowledged to be one of the élest statesmen in the nation
and there was no pgsition in the gift of the people to which he
might not aspire. This ambition, with the fad that pdliticd anti-
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LEWIS CASS-— Continued from page No. 2

masonry was asauming retional propartions, doubtless
influenced him in recommending that all Masonic work be
suspended in  Michigan, which was pradicdly
acomplished in 1829

With the exception of asingle ad, this ended his Masonic
caea. When the Grand Lodge was re-organized and the
present one formed in 1844 by the request of the Grand
Lodge of New York he installed Brother John Mullett as
Grand Master, thus performing the ad¢, which conneds the
present with the first Grand Lodge. Although he took no
further adive part in Masonry, he retained the highest
resped for the ingtitution during the remainder of hislife.

He lived to the ripe old age of eighty-four yeas, and ded
at his home in Detroit on June 17, 1866 and was buried
with the honors befitting a Past Grand Master of two
jurisdictions, Grand Master Coffin bury were solemnly
impressve. All the dvil and military organization of the
city and surrounding country, with tens of thousands of
citizens, united to form one of the most imposing pageants
ever seen in Michigan. But the immediate obsequies were
entrusted to his brethren of the Mystic Tie. It is one of the
highest evidences of the excdlence of Freemasonry that
this grea and good man, this wise statesman, this life-long
craftsman in his dying hour that his body might be laid to
rest under its smple and beautiful ritual.

Re-printed from publication - Freemasonry in
Michigan, No 4, September 15, 1896, page 113.
Edited by Mitchell Ozog, in 2005.

*

Wilmot Proviso - The Wilmot Proviso, first suggested in
1846 and attached to many bill s but never passed, would
have outlawed slavery in any U.S. territory gained by the
recently completed Mexican-American War.

*

Biographical Information -
http://bi ogui de.congressgov/scripts/biodisplay.pl ?index=C
000233

*

On thisweb site you can find collecion contains public
corre spondence rdating to Cass entire career. —
http://mww.clements.umi ch.edu/Webguides/Arlenes/C/Cas
s.html

*

Bro. Cassburied here—

http://www.thecemeteryprojed.com/Graves/casslewis.htm
*

Suggested Readings: Lewis Cass Mason, Politi cian and
the Anti-Masonic Movement. By Seymour D. Greenstone,
P.M. Published by the Michigan Lodge of Reseach &
Information No. 1, F. & A. M
Ninth of the Lou B. Winsor Ledure Series.

Web site: http://reseachlodge.gl-mi.org

THE KABBALAH AND FREEMASONRY

By W.Bro. Rev. J.N. Cleland M.A., D.D., P.P.Gr.Ch. (Kent).

In his Prestonian Ledure ("Medieval Master Masons and their
Seaets') for the yea 1933 V.Bro.Rev.W.Covey-Crump,
M.A., Gr. Chaplin (England), brought to the notice of the Craft
the very important influence which was exercised by the schoal
of Kabhalistic thought at the time of the formation of the 1717
Grant Lodge. Bro. Covey-Crump subsequently expanded his
thesis in a Paper delivered before the Masonic Study society in
London. Apart from this preliminary treagment of the subjeds
the study of the Kabbal ah and its connedion and parall els with
Freemasonry has been negleded, with the result that little is
known of it by members of our Order. | have therefore, in the
present Paper, endeavored to repair the deficiency, and | trust
that such light as | have been able to throw on the subjed will
be of asgstanceto ather Brethren who are dso students of the
inner meaning of our Craft and itsrituals.

At the outset, | would like to say that in my opinion it is
doubtful whether any Kabbalistic doctrines or ideas were
adually introduced into the Masonic system by such of our
reformers (using that word acording to its fundamental
meaning) as Ashmole, Fludd, Montague, Desaguliers and the
many others who were ssociated with the inauguration of the
Premier Grand Lodge. Rather, would | suggest that the Grand
Lodge ea represents the malescence of a number of parallel
channels through which the basic principles of the Ancient
Wisdom had been transmitted through the Middle Ages, and
which it was than dedded under reservations to reved to a
sedion of the thinking public. This view recaves confirmation
from the works of authors who have previously written
concerning the same subjed, for nealy all of them admit that
Kabbalism had some influence on the dedsions made during
the period d transition from Operative to Speaulative. Even
Bro. Robert Frete Gould, over cautious as he is, concedes that
Freemasonry might have recaved "no dight tinge" from those
students of the Kabbalah who have been identified as being
numbered among the leading minds of our Order. These
students, he informs us, were possbly more numerous than is
generaly supposed and the larger the number the greder is the
probability that some of the more influential among them did
indoctrinate their brethren with their peauliar wisdom™ (Gould's
History). To sum up, the available evidence warrants the
conclusion that long before the emergence of Speaulative
Freemasonry as an organized Society, the root principles of t he
Ancient Wisdom appea to have been gafted upon the
decaying symbalism of the Guild and Fellowship of Operative
Masonry in Kabbalistic guise. However, before proceading to
demonstrate this close cnnedion, which urdoubtedly exists
between the Kabbalah and Freemasonry, | must give some
indication of what the Kabbalah redly is becaise the average
Masonic student has only a hazy idea for what purpose the
doctrine was evolved.

According to the definition contained in the Oxford Dictionary
the Kabbalah is, "Jewish oral tradition; mystic interpretation;
esoteric doctrine; occult lore". A better and more explicit
definition perhaps, is: "the Kabbalah is the Judaic veil which
hides from the vulgar gaze the wisdom of Israd". The word
Kabbalah (however spelt) is derived from the Hebrew QBLH,
the literal interpretation of which is, "an urnwritten or ora
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THE KABBALAH AND FREEMASONRY — Continued from page No. 3

tradition", from the Hebrew verb QBL - "to recave'. In other
words, a Kabbalist maybe described as a student of the
hidden meaning of Scriptures, which he interprets by the ad
of what is known as the symbadlicd Kabbalah. It will not be
possble in this Paper to go into the history of the various
schools of Hebrew mystics from whom the Kabbalistic
tradition issued, but neverthelessit will be necessary to refer
briefly to some of them. Among the best known are the
Esenes who are described by Philo as "eminently
worshippers of God', by which he means to imply that they
essyed to ke their minds in a priestly state of holiness
Plato, spe&king of the Essenes, also states that "they study
only that philosophy which pertains to the existence of God
and the beginning of all things, otherwise they devote dl
their attention to ethics, using as their instructors the laws of
their fathers, which, without the outpouring of the Divine
Spirit, the human mind could not have devised... for,
following their ancient traditions, they attai ned their
philosophy by means of alegoricd interpretations.... of the
love of God they exhibit myriads of examples, inasmuch as
they strive for a continued uninterrupted life of purity and
holiness no one possesses a house asolutely as his own, one
which at the same time does not belongto all; for, in addition
to living together in companies, their houses are open also to
their adhorants coming from other quarters. They have one
storehouse for all, and the same diet; their garments belong
to al in common, and their meds are taken in common."
From this description, we may be pardoned if we commend
them as excdlent examples of the true pradice of Brotherly
Love, Relief and Truth. The following charaderistics of the
Esenes are important in regard to our modern Freamasonry,
and should be caefully noted:-

1..The grea stresswhich they laid upon Fell owship.

2..Their digtinction from the general populace by
their higher sanctity.

3..Their devotion to the study of the knowledge of
God, and of the beginning of all things.

4. Their love of alegoricd interpretation.

These dharaderistics surely present a fair picture of
Freemasonry, as it ought to be. Another significant mysticad
group were known as the HASHAIM ("the seaet ones'). The
members of this group reserved a room in their houses for
the reception of a darity box, where money could be
depasited or withdrawn in the utmost privagy; the contents of
these darity boxes were olleded and dstributed hy
Almoners appanted for the purpose. A third group were the
VATIKIN ("men of firm principles'), who are further
described as "men who were meek and caried out the
Commandment from pure love"'; meekness here stands for
something infinitely higher than the moral idea popularly
asciated with that term, and its attainment could only be
redized after along and strenuous training.

One of the most interesting phases of Hebrew mysticd
thought is that known as the MERKABAH ("Chariot")
Mysticism, which is pealiarly asciated with the
interpretation of the first chapter of the Book of Ezekiel. And
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here, | would cdl attention to a very curious prohibition
existing in regard to the inner meaning of the first chapters of
the Book of Genesis. It was absolutely forbidden to explain
the seaet doctrine to more than one person at atime, and in
the cae of the Morkabah lore it was aso forbidden to
divulge "even to one by himself unlesshe be asage and of an
origina turn of mind." This prohibition is referred to by
Rabbi Zeaa, who, writing in the third century A.D. dedares,
"we may not divulge even the first words of the dapters
unlessit be a dief of the Beth Din - "House of Judgment", a
technicd term for the Jewish Court of Law - or, to one whose
heat is tempered by age and responsibility.” Expressed
Masonicdly the prohibition applied to all those who were not
"of mature age, sound judgment and strict morals'. In the
Merkabah lore ministering Angels figure prominently,
espedally one named Sandalphon (a corruption of the Greek
Sunadelphon - meaning co-brother), and this is sgnificant
from the paoint of view of Freemasonry. The ideaof the Word
of God becoming transformed into an angel and performing
tasks among men is also found in the Logos doctrine
expounded by Philo, and forms the proem of the Gospel
acording to St. John. It is likewise dealy linked with the
conception of the Spiritual Marriage (human and dvine)
which figures largely in the Alchemic and Rosicrucian
phil osophies. We may also note that in the Old Testament,
Israd is consistently alluded to as the "Bride", while God is
represented as the ided "Bridegroom", arrayed in garments
displaying the dignity of manhood and here, in the
profoundest mysticd sense, we have adired link with our
Masonic tradition of the quest for the Lost Word.

The later Rabbinicd epoch (circa 7001100 A.D. was
productive of a large mysticd literature, one branch of
which, the HEKALOT ("Halls") is reputed to have had for its
origin and inspiration YOREDE MERKABAH ("Riders in
the Chariot"). According to Dr. Louis Ginsberg these mystics
were &le "by various manipulations to enter into a state of
auto-hypnosis in which they dedared they saw heaven open
before them and beheld its mysteries'. The same writer also
affirms: "It was also believed that he only could undertake
this Merkabah-ride who was in posssson of all religious
knowledge, observed al the commandments and precepts,
and was amost superhuman in the purity of his life. This,
however, was regarded usually as a matter of theory, and less
perfed men also attempted, by fasting and prayer, to free
their senses from the impressons of the outer world, and
succealed in entering into a state of ecstasy in which they
recounted their heavenly visions'. Abelson ("Jewish
Mysticism"), quoting this, points out t hat much of the beli ef
still survives. Modern research assgns a much ealier date to
the origin of Morkabah mysticism, and it may well be that it
is a syncretism of Hebrew, Mithraic and Neo-Platonic
elements.

The Kabbalah is the ancient Chaldean Saared Doctrine, an
ocault tradition handed down by oral transmissons but
which, although accepting tradition, is not in itself compased
only of traditiona teadings. It was once a fundamental
science, not-withstanding the undoubted fad that it is now
disfigured by the alditions and acaetions of centuries, and
by the interpolation of western Occultists, more espedally
those of Christian mystics. Originally the Kabbalah was
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THE KABBALAH AND FREEMASONRY - Continued from page No. 4

communicated only verbaly, or "from mouth to ea", and
this becane known as the Theoretic Kabbalah. There dso
came into being a Pradicd Kabbalah, which concerned itself
largely with the interpretation of the letters of the Hebrew
Alphabet, as images or types of sounds, of numbers and of
ideds. History bristles with the names of leaned and
intelledual men who were students of the Kabbalah,
including Paracdsus, Henry Kunrath, Jacob Boehme, Robert
Fludd, the two Van Helmonts and Cornelius Agrippa. There
are to be found Cardinals, Abbads and even Popes among the
Churchmen, and exponents of almost every branch of science
and leaning have numbered in the ranks, ranging from
Masters of the Art to the merest dabblers. The origin of the
Kabbalah is lost in the mists of antiquity, but there is
evidence, even documentary, as far bad as the Rabhis of the
Seoond Temple, 515B.C. Before that date we have no proof
of written records, and there is no hint of an author, nor any
traceof its first teaders. Nevertheless we do know that the
Kabbalah must have eisted for centuries in a very complete
form before aything was committed to writing, or otherwise
recrded. One curious point to note is the way in which the
Kabbalistic tradition has run parallel to, and yet kept distant
from, the exoteric Pentateuch (the first five bodks of the Old
Testament), and aso from the ewormous mass of
commentaries thereon, the Mishna axd Gemara, which
together form the Tamud. The phenomenon is to be
observed in India dso, where the esoteric tredises, the
Upanishds, grew alongside the purely exoteric Brahmans and
Puranas. Indeed, it must be recognized that there has been,
and always will be, a hidden side to Religion; even in the
Church of Rome the name, if not the fad, till i s retained in
the term, "The Discipline of the Seaet.” We now passto a
consideration of some of the main Kabbalistic works. First
and foremost must be placed the SEPHER YETZIRAH (the
"Book of Formation™), which is by far the oldest work extant
in the Hebrew language. This Book outlines a phil osophicad
scheme of Credion, bringing out parall els between the origin
of the world, the Sun, the Planets, the chemicd elements, and
man; it also deds with the senses and ather parts of the
make-up o man. Herein the twenty-two letters of the
Hebrew Alphabet are divided into a Triad, a Heptad and a
Dodecal; three Mother letters, the foundation of the
Alphabet, and representing Air, Fire and Water, from which
three basic dements al Nature took form; seven Double
letters, ead expresing a double significance, and
representing the seven Planets and other septenaries; twelve
Single or Simple letters corresponding to the months of the
yea, the Zodiacd Signs, and human organs. The Sepher
Yetzirah is mentioned in both the Jerusalem and Babylonian
Talmuds, and is written in that peadliar Neo-Hebraic
language used in the Mishna mmentaries on the
Pentateuch. Next in importanceis the ZOHAR (the "Book of
Splendour" or "of Light"), its very name recdli ng at oncethe
emphasis which is laid upon the seach for "Light" in our
modern Freemasonry, as well as the asciation with "Light"
as the cantral fad and oljea of quest and worship in ancient
Egypt. The Zohar is a mlledion of separate tredises relating
to souls, angels, cosmogon y and to God. There ae many
other Kabbaligtic tredises, but the two bodks | have
mentioned are the most important.
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A study of the Kabbalah reveds a two-fold division; one part
devoted to dagmatic and dactrinal research and known as the
"Dogmatic Kabbalah", the other concerning itself with the
pradicd or magicd asped and described as the "Pradicd
Kabbalah". Both of these branches have produced many
outstanding figures, and bah of them have their
representatives living today. The Dogmatic Kabbalah deds
largely with philosophicd conceptions of God, of Angels,
and of other Beings presumably more spiritual than Man; it
considers the human soul and its aspeds and perts, and is
devoted also to a study of pre-existence reincarnation and
the division of the various planes of existence The Pradicd
Kabbalah is concerned with the mysticd and allegoricd
interpretation of the Old Testament, deding exhaustively
with ead phrase, word and letter, and the @nnedion
between the letters and numbers and the different modes of
their inter-relation. It also lays down the main principles of
the three grea sedions of the Science of NOTARICON and
TEMURA. Further, the Pradicd Kabbalah contains
instructions for the making and use of amulets, magic
squares, the use of the Divine Names and those of the
various Orders of angels. One of the principal concepts found
in the Kabbalah is the ideaof spiritual wisdom being readed
by thirty-two paths, comprising ten numbers and twenty-two
letters; the ten SEPHIROTH ("Holy Voices') chanting by the
Crystal Sea and the twenty-two Occult Forces of the
Universe.

No exposition of Hebrew mysticism would be wmplete
without a reference to the SHECHINAH mysticism. The
Hebrew Scriptures contain two basic dements of Theologica
teating: God conceived of as Father, and conceved of as
King. Being anxious to exclude oppressors of their people,
the Rabbis at first limited the mnception of the Fatherhooc
of God to Jews, but as the wurse of Hebrew history
advanced and the mysticd tradition widened, a more
spiritualized conception gradually emerged, and the idea of
Divin e Parenthood kecane linked with that of a Kingdom
comprising the Eled of God cdled aut from all the nations.
Nonetheless in the Rabbinicd Schoadls the two conceptions,
the Fatherhood and the Kingdom of God, found expresson
in the strict fellowship within the communal life, and this
was the basis of the Shediinah mysticism. The word
Shechinah is derived from the Hebrew root SHACHAN (to
dwell), and it symbalizes that "Divine-human fellow ship
which only fails when the human partner isin sin." It involv
es what, in the words of Brother Lawrence, is described as
"the Pradice of the Presence of God'. A famous Hebrew
exponent dedares that, "the Shechinah only resides with him
who is a once wise, strong and wedthy; where wise
indicaes the perfedion of spirituality; strong shows out the
perfedion of physicd qualities, and wedthy - or, as we ae
acastomed to cdl it - beautiful, denotes the perfedion of the
moral qualities." In the o Id Testament (Numbers, chapter 5.
verses 24-26), the blessng prono unced by the priest is given
in the terms of Shedhinah mysticism; "the Lord bless thee
and keep thee the Lord make his faceto shine upon theg
and be gradous unto thee the Lord lift up His countenance -
upon thee ad give thee peacé. One of the best ill ustrations
of underlying meaning of the Shedinah is contained in the
passage, which occurs in the Book of Exodus (chapter 20,
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verse 18); "All the people saw". the voice of God in various
forms, for this links up the Hebrew conception with the
Greek Logos or Word. This idea of visible speet appeas
quite often in Scripture and mysticd literature, and the
implication is that the phenomenon was not a vocd
vibration, but was, as it were, a ray of virtue so excealingly
brilli ant as to be beyond the capadty of the rational faaulty.
The same ideais also sometimes expressed in terms of smell,
as Aaron'sRodis sid to have smelt the Shechinah.
Kabbaligticly the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet
are used to illustrate - or veil - the Theosophic or doctrinal
element. The threeletters which play the principal part in this
are, ALEPH, MEM and SHIN, and these ae cdled Mother
letters because they signify the three divisions into which the
alphabet naturaly falls:-

(2)..MUTES, possssng of themselves no sound except in
combination with a vowel. "M" will be found to be merely a
compresson of the lips.

(2)..SIBILANTS, or hissng sounds, denoted by SH.
(3)..ASPIRATES, which the axcient Theosophists hold to be
intermediate between the other two groups. "A" was taken to
represent this group.

All other letters were held to be born from the threeMothers,
and these were asciated with the threeprimordial elements;
Mem with WATER, because the cief product of water is
fish, and fish are the mute aeion; Shin with FIRE, from the
hissng of the flames; and Aleph with AIR, as having an airy,
vacait pronurciation, holding the balance between mute and
sibilant, as air holds the balance between fire and water.
Spe&king of the Mother letters, the Sepher Yetzirah says of
them: "The heavens were produced from Fire; the earth from
Water; and the ar from the Spirit is as a reconciler between
the Fire and the Water ... from the Fire was made hed, from
the Water was made wld, and from the Air was produced the
temperate state, again a mediator between them." From the
three Mother letters come forth seven Double letters: BETH,
GIMEL, DALETH, KAPH, PE, RESH and TAU, eadh
embodying the charaderistics of the saaed Planets, and just
as eah have adouble asped and influence so the seven
double |etters have two aspeds, or their hard and soft sounds,
which modify the meaning of the words in which they are
used. There ae finaly twelve simple letters which are
asociated with the twelve signs of the Zodiac HEH, VAU,
ZAIN, CHETH, TETH, YOD, LAMED, NUN, SAMECH,
OIN, TZADDI and QOPH, These Simple letters give spedal
force to the words in which they are used, modified by the
varying power of the Double letters in the word, just as the
twelve Houses give significance t o a Horoscope, but are
modified by the posit ion of the Planets in ead House.
Hence the twelve simple letters represent the twelve
properties or potencies which make up the eath's aura, while
the seven double letters, like the seven Planets, represent the
seven ELOHIM oppressed through the seven Nature notes,
and the seven colors into which the One Light (or Yod) is
broken wp. It is sgnificant to note that the division of the
twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet into groups of
three seven and twelve letters respedively, corresponds to
the number of units down on the three parts of the
traditional form of the "True Cross', viz. three units the
upper arm, seven the aosshar, and twelve the upright below
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the dossbar.

We may now consider the Kabbalah in the light of the two
main divisions, the Dogmatic and the Pradicd, but must not
lose sight of the fad that the whole teading is based upon
the asaumption that every sentence, phrase, word and letter
of the Hebrew Pentateuch is Divinely inspired, and that no
"Jod nor tittle" may be canged o negleded. One of the
most famous of the 17th. century Rabbins, Rabbi Menassek
ben Israd, compares the Mosaic bodks to the body of man,
the Mishna (commentaries) to his ul; and the Kabbalah to
the spirit inhabiting the soul. Simon ben Yochai says: "Woe
unto the man who sees in the Torah nothing but simple
narratives and ordinary words, for if, in truth, it contained
only that, we should have been able, even today, aso to
compose a Torah which would be, in very much another
way, worthy of regard. In order to find simple statements we
should only have to betake ourselves to the ordinary
legidlators, among whom we uld find valuable words in
even greder quantity. It would suffice us to imitate them and
to make alaw after their words and example. But it is not
thus. Every word dof the Torah contains an elevated sense and
a sublime mystery". He dso affirms: "The narratives of the
law are but the garments of the Law. Woe unto him who
takes this garment for the Law itself! It isin this ense, that
David spoke saying, "Open thou mine ees, that | may
behold wondrous things out of thy Law" (Psalm 119, verse
18). There ae fools who, seeng a man covered with a
beautiful garment, look no further than that; and yet that
which gves a worth to the garment is his body, and what is
more predous than that, his soul. The Law, too, has its body.
There ae precepts which one might cdl the body of the law.
The ordinary narratives which are intermingled are the
garments with which the body is covered. Simpletons have
regard only to the garments or narratives of the Law.... the
better instructed pay no regard to the garment, but to the
body which it encloses. Finally, the wise, the servants of the
Supreme King, they who inhabit the heights of Sinai, are
concerned only with the soul which is the foundation of all
else, which is the red Law." | have dready mentioned that
there ae three methods of interpretation applicable to the
Pradicd Kabbalah, and as much in Freemasonry is
undoubtedly conceded under Kabbalistic veils, it is desirable
that students dould know something about them. The
following is therefore abrief explanation suitable & an in
troduction for beginners:-

(1)..GEMATRIA: is the method d interpretation by means
of which a name or word of a cetain numericd value is
related to athers of the same value. In this manner numbers
beomme a&wciated with idess. An example cmmonly given
is MShICh (Mesdah) which numericdly is 358 which is
also the numericd value of IBA ShiLH ("Shiloh shall come"
- Genesis, chapter 49, verse 10). The letter value of Shin is
300 and this becane an emblem of Divinity becaise Ruach
Elohim (RUCh ALHIM), "The spirit of the Living Go d," is
also 300when interpreted numericdly.

(2)..NOTARICON: or Abbreviation, takes two forms: (a) ..
A word isformed from the initials or finals of a sentence. For
example in the Book of Deuteronomy (chapter 30, verse 12),
Moses asks, "Who shall go up for usto Heaven?' - MI IOLH
LNV HShMILH - the initials gelling MILH, meaning
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Circumcision, and the finas IHVH, the Holy Name or
Tetregrammaton. For this reason it is clamed that
Circumcisionis afeaure of the way to Godin heaven.
(b)..Isthe reverse of this process

(3)..TEMURA: is more complicated and it has led to a grea
variety of modes of interpretation. Many commonly used
cyphers are based upon its permutations, and one example is
that of writing relf of the dphabet, and under it, the other
half reversed, then substituting the English A for Z. The
Hebrew A for T, and so on. Each such permutation has a
name, the complete series being krown as the cmbinations
of "Tziruph." Again, a square of 22 by 22 is frequently used,
the letters of the Hebrew alphabet being pl acal in eath
square in order up and down, and then read aaoss or
diagonally. The well known Playfair Cypher is based upon
this principle, is based upon this principle, as also is the so-
cdled Mark Degree Cypher (the Kabbalah of Nine
Chambers), which is incidentally, used in the M.M.T.B.
Other developments involve numericd expansions and
contradions, and o these the best known is probably the
Tetrogrammaton (JHVH) expressed numericdly as 26, or
reduced to a digit - 8 (JHVH in numbersis 10,5,6,5i.e. 2 6,
which reduced is 2 plus 6, 3). According to this method the
Holy One, blessed be His Name, is recognized as a Trinity,
becaise God Almighty - AL ShDI - is 3, 4, 5, which totals
12, and reduces to 3, atriad. Masonic students will not fail to
note the cnnedion here with the Pythagorean 3 - 4 - 5
triange & a symba of threefold Deity. By repeding the
Tetragrammaton four times the 3 - 4 - 5 triangle becomes an
important glyph; one wmplete name is placal in the canter,
and the other three ae mixed and dvided into words of 3, 4
and 5, corresponding to the sides of the triangle, and reading
HIH, HVVH, VIHIH) the whole reading JEHOVAH - that
was, is, and isto be.

It will not be pasdgble, within the limits of the present Paper,
to describe the Dogmatic Kabbalah in detail, and | must
therefore anfine myself to quoting from the seven ideds of
Kabbalism as these ae summarized by Dr. Wynn Westcott:-
(2)..God, the Holy One, the Supreme Incomprehensible One,
AIN SUPH, is not the dired Creaor of the world. Everything
proceadled from the primordial source by successve
emanations, ead reading a lower level than the preceding
one. Hence, the Universe is, in fad, God manifested, the last
and farthest removed production being matter, which is
therefore seen as that which is deprived of perfedion.

(2)..All that is known or perceived is formed upon the type-
model of the Sephiroth.

(3)..Human souls have pre-existence in the higher worlds
even before the origination of our world.

(4)..Before incarnation they now dwell in the Upper hall or
Treasury, wherein it is dedded what body ead shall enter.
(5)..Each soul, after spending its life or lives on eath, must
undergo purificaion before it is ready to be re-absorbed into
the Infinite God.

(6)..0One life on eath is sldom sufficient. Two are necessary
for amost al, and, if the second is a failure, a third is
required, but the weak soul is linked to a stronger soul which
ads as helper.

(7)..When all pro-existent souls which have incarnated on
eath have readed perfedion, the Evil Angels will also be
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raised to perfedion, and all lives merged in the One Life of
Deity by the "Kissof Love" from the mouth of the Holy One,
and the manifested Universe will be no more until it pleases
the Deity to re-vivify it by His Divinefiat.

There is, as | have previously stated, much more in the
Dogmatic Kabbalah than is evident from the foregoing, but
we canot in this place @large upon it as this would
necesstate a caeful study of the divisions and appurtenances
of the Four World and many other technicdities. The
doctrine of Emanations alone, which involves a complete
review of the Sephiroth and their links and dffices, requires a
detailed treament quite outside the scope of a Paper of this
nature.

To return to Freemasonry and the formation of the premier
Grand Lodge in the yea 1717 athough much is obscure,
one thing at least is certain, namely that at this period the
inner Christian tradition was given pealliar emphasis, being
expressed under numericd and Kabbalistic vells. It is, for
instance, significant to find that the number 888, which in the
Greek Kabbalah is the number of the Christ manifest as
Jesus, has me very curious connedions with Speaulative
Freemasonry. The titte ENTERED APFREN TICE MASON
is made up of three words, ead of which adds up to 8, so
that when a Candidate beaomes an E.A,, he gpeas, "ipso
fado", as a potential Anointed One, a possble Salvator. In
order to beacome aMason a al he has, unkmown to himself,
to be in posssson of a password lealing to the EA.,
Degree and eadt of the two formsin which this passappeas
add up to 8 giving, with the newly-made Mason himself,
again 888 But we can oo further, to something still more
obvious; the very first W.T. with which he is presented, a
tool which summaries his whole life on eath and heredter,
is the 21 inch gauge, divided, in a thoroughy unpradicad
manner, if you come to think of it, into three portions
expressng the same mystic number - 888 The number 8 is,
of course, definitely a number signifying Matter, in contrast
to 9, as the number of Spirit. We may also note that the term
"twenty-four inch gauge" spelt out fully adds up to 98 a
combination of the numbers of Spirit and Matter, and
reduces to 17, which again is 8. The Apron with which the
Candidate is invested is 10, and thus a symbad of the
Tetradys, but, as the lambskin it appeas as 27, the number
of the perfed man, 72, reversed, or refleded, or brought into
manifestation, yet still reducing to the spiritual number 9. A
curious point arises in connedion with the Candidate's
affirmation that the "predominant wish of his heat" is for
"Light". Light is 29, reducing to 11 The word "threé' spelt
out is aso 29 or 11, and the phrase "Three Lessr Lights"
gives 29, 24, and 30 reducingto 2 6 and 3, which total 11.
"Gred" is also 24 and "Emblematicd" is 42, so that "Three
Gred Lights' and "Three Emblematicd Lights' are eat 11.
Bible, Square and Compasses, commuted separately give 21,
27 and 29 atota of 77, or 7 multiplied by 11. "White" is
asciated with perfedion of light, and also with the stones
and the Apron, and "white" is 11. With regard to 9 and 8 as
types of Spirit and Matter, w e may note that the two Grea
Pillars, which are emblematicd of these two states (B
signifying Matter, and J Spirit) add up to respedively, even
in our English spelling, to 3and 9, as 17 and 27. In Hebrew
they are BO-AZ and IK-IN, the syllables being 72-8 and 30

THE RISING POINT # 4PAGE 7



THE KABBALAH AND FREEMASONRY — Continued from page No. 7

60, and 30multiplied by 60is 1800 while 72 multiplied by 8
is 576, and 1800multiplied by 576 equals 1,036800, or 10
Kai Yugas, the Grea Cycles of the Hindus cdculated in
solar yeas. The digits of the syllables 3,6,7,2,8 add to 26 the
number of t he Tetragrammaton (JHVH), and this is the
"Centre" which is 14, a variant of the same name. Another
hint of Christian doctrine gpeas in the spelli ng of Solomon,
under the type of the division of 180Q as SIMN, or 60, 30,
40, 50, compared with LOVE as 3645 Those digits represent
the Pythagorean triangle, 3 and 4 being perpendicular and
base, 6 the aea ontained in these two joined at right angles,
and 5 the resultant hypotenuse. The material investiture of
the Candidate is accentuated by the fad that Hir am King of
Tyre reduces to 89 Solomon King of Israd is 94 (reducing
to the mystic 13), and Hiram Abiff is linked with the
Tetradys in the perfed balance 55 equals 10. It is worth
mentioning here, that if the vibrations of the musicd scade
(or any other scde for that matter) are reduced to
propartionate whole numbers, the least posshle, we get 24,
27, 30, 32, 36, 40, 45, 48. These give ustwo

Pythagorean trianges based on 6 and 9; viz. 24, 32, 40 and
27, 36, 47 linked by a balancing number involvingt he trinity
of the Tetradys, 3 multi plied by 10, or 30. The intervals in
the scde ae 1/8, 1/9, 1/15, 1/9, 1/8, 1/15, and if the
denominators are alded again we find the number of perfea
man, 72.

We canot possbly ded with the whole of the numerology
of the Craft on this occasion, but | can recommend the
applicaion of Kabbalistic principles to Freemasonry as a
most fascinating study, and even more so if you can g into
Greek and Hebrew equivalents as well. V.W.Bro. Covey-
Crump pdnted out some of these in his Prestonian Ledure,
noting that while number of men joined Freanasonry in the
ealy days of the 1717 revival in order to oltain knowledge
of interest to Rosicrucians and Kabbalists, others introduced
such seaets. He dso suggested that the ladder and ather
symbols were introduced at that period, and that there was a
transition from two pillars only (J and B) to the three of
today, associated with Wisdom, Strength and Beauty; at any
rate these, together with the All-Sedng Eye, becane more
prominent about that time. The latter is interesting, by the
way. All Seeng is 38 equals 11 and Eye is 17 equals 8,
giving the ideaof Light manifest; the total is 55 (38 dus 17),
the same balance & in H. Abiff, and reducing to the
Tetradys - 10. So we find a very strong acceat on Gematric,
and are reminded o the saying attributed to Pythagoras,
"Omnia in numeris dta sint", (all things exist in number). |
will now quote some of the examples given by V.W. Bro.
Covey-Crump, expanding these where necessary.

The Middle Chamber of K.S.T. is assumed to be aperfed
sguare. The Greek is MESON TAMEION which is 481 (29
72, and AKE which is 29, and means a Point. The Hebrew
is TZELA TIKUNAH which equals 676 (26~ 2 ) and JHVH
equals 25. Curiously enough the Engdish equivalent "The
Middle Chamber of King Solomon's Temple works out at
169 whichis13” 2) apoint which he did not read.

The Altar of Incense, which used to stand in the midde of
the Lodge - and still does in some Lodges, is a double aube.
The Greek TO THUSIASTERION which equals 1728 12" 3
or 6" 3multiplied by 2" 3.
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Jamb's ladder furnishes another example; the three named
rungs are Faith, Hope and Charity, and Faith and Hope ae
26 ead, while Charity is 39 i.e. 3 multiplied by 13. The
Greek PISTIS is 800, ELPIS is 325 and AGAPE is 93
added together they total 1,218 which divided into two equal
parts viz. 609 gives the Gre&k ASTER ORTHRINOS,
meaning Blazing Star (609 dus 609). If, from 1,218 we take
our cube of 6, which has always been assciated with the
Perpend Ashlar, and 6 teing the aeaof the 345triangle, w €
get 1,218 minus 216 which equals 1,002, the value of the
Gree&k HE KLIMAX IAKOB, the Ladder of Jamb, itself, in
English, a airrious balance of 6, as 66. The Perfed Ashlar is
enclosed in 6 sguares, and 1,002is one half of 2,004, the sum
of the four elements, fire, air, eath and water. Our three
Pillars are, in Gree&k, KALLOS (Beaity), 351, ISCHUS
(Strength), 1,410, and SOPHIA (Wisdom), 781 Added
together, these give 2,542, which joins the visible ad
invisible worlds, because 2,542is 1,271 multiplied by 2, and
1271is the value of KOSMOS (600), plus, PARADEISOS
(671). In Endlish the Pill ars are 29, 39 and 20, which when
added gives 88 (balanced 8), the equivalent to the balance of
Faith and Hope, eat of which being 26 reduces to 8
Wisdom (29), as the summit reducesto 11, the equivalent, as
we have seen, to Light.

The Three Grand Principles of our Order are, in Greek,
PHILADELPHIA, 1,091, EPARKIA, 222 and ALETHEIA,
64, giving a total of 1,377, which is 3 X 459 ARETAI
AGLEI (Bright Virtues) also gives 159 and it should be
noted that 459 is 3 X 153 an important Gospel (N.T.)
number, as for instance, in the story of the fishes caught in
the unbroken net by the Apostles after the Resurredion.

The Saaed symbadl, usually represented by the letter "G", is
equivalent, from one point of view, to JHVH, which is
depicted on the F.C.T.B., over the top o the stair. It is
probable that the 17th. And 18h. Century worthies
responsible for the modern Craft had in mind the
Pythagorean Tetradys, with ten Yods, Commas or Dots; as a
Disciple says, "Sed What you thought to be four, was redly
ten", This is the grea Distributed Name, referred to by the
Hebrews, and already mentioned in this paper, as SHEMHA
MPHORESH. By the distribution of JHVH in placeof the
Yods, the unpronounceadle 10 kecome 72, denoting the
absolute of perfedion, as the perfed man was of 72 inches
stature. In gradual revelation it becomes a singe Yod, as
seen over the G.M.'s Chair in the Grand Temple of the
U.G.L. of Engand. It is constantly found as a Y od within an
equilateral triangle, as in Cornelius Agrippa and Athanasius
Kircher. 72 is Perfed God and Perfed Man, and, reduced to
9, Perfed Spirit in bath; here 9 is Deity and 8is Man, and €
X 9 equals 72. To Companions of the H.R.A. this dould
have aspedal apped, and | might also add, that the names of
the Three Principals in the Chapter added together give 648,
which is 72 X 9, as well as 81 X 8; the Greek TELETE
(perfedion) is 648

There is a true maxim that, "All things are made by measure,
weight and number”. Suffice it to say, that at the beginning
of the Grand Lodge ea there was a group of mystics and
students of arcane wisdom who styled themselves "The
Acception”. A title which reduces to 11 numericdly, and is
equivalent to the Kabbalah, as the receved o acceted
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doctrine, which may acourt for the faa that the organization
perpetuating these truths and building them into a regular
system adopted the name, "Free ad Acceted Mason';
KABAL is literally "man who is perfed”, in the sister
languages Hebrew and Arabic. However, | am of the opinion
that; not only were the Founders of Speaulative Freemasonry
deeply versed in Kabbalistic lore, but they also had much
more than an inkling of that grea body of teading krown
variously as the Ancient Wisdom, the Seaet Doctrine and
Theou Sophia. It is, perhaps, unrecessary to add that the
Ancient Wisdom is the foundation upon which h as been
built every Religious or Philosophicd system the world has
known.

As afitting conclusion to my Paper; | would like to close this
study of one particular face of the diamond of Truth with the
Benediction known as that of the First Ray. It cdls down a
blessng from those of our Brethren who have gone before us
and have atained to that perfedion which isthe am of every
enlightened and eanest Freemason, and, above al from Him,
who is the Master of the Grea White Lodge, whence mmes
al Truth and all Power to Initiate, to membership of which
we should all most humbly aspire. He is the One Initiator,
though He uses many Brethren of leser rank to be His
Messengers and Channels of His Power:-

"May the Holy Ones, whose pupils you aspire to become,
show you the Light you seek, give you the strong aid of their
Compasgon and their Wisdom.

There is a Peacethat passth understanding. It abides in the
heats of those who live in the derna. There is a Power that
makes all things now. It lives and moves in those who know
the Self as One. May that Peacebrood over you, that Power
uplift you, till you stand where the ONE INITIATOR is
invoked, till you seeHis STAR shine forth".

AMEN. SM.I.B.

Peacebeto all Beings.

Reprinted From:
http://www.4masonry.com/education/files/artdecO3kabbalah_and_freemaso
nry.htm
|

THE HISTORY OF

FREEMASONRY IN TURKEY
Cdlil Layiktez

1721-1826

A lodge which name is lost, operated in Istanbul, somewhere
nea the Galata tower, during the reign of Osman Il (1703-
1730. The lodge was founded probably around 1721 ly
Levantines (mainly Genoese people) living in the tower
quarters.

The first known Turkish Mason is Sait Celebi, ambassador to
France and later grand vizier. The French officer, Count de
Bonneval, after some intrigues in the French Court during
the reign of Louis X1V, emigrated to England and later came
to Turkey to reorganize the Turkish army. Count de
Bonneval took a Turkish rame axd becane Kumbarad
Ahmet Osman Pasha. It is sid that he was a mason. Another
known mason in this period is Ibrahim Miteferrika, who
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together with Sait Celebi, started the first printing pressused
by Muslim subjeds of the Ottoman Empire. (The Christians
and Jews already had their own printing presss).

10 yeas after the excommunicaion of freemasonry by
Clement XII in 1748 Mahmud Il came under the presaure
from his Christian subjeds and also the Muslim clergy to
take similar adion. It was thought that the Pope would not
charge a fraternity with atheism in vain, and freamasonry
was outlawed in the Ottoman Empire. An English lodge was
sacked by the pdice but as the British ambassador gave
notice in due time, the list of members had been rescued. In
the Vatican archives, there is a letter by the Pope
congratulating the French Cardinal Tencin, and wishing that
the same @uld be donein Naples.

According to Gould, Alexander Drummond, the British
Consul in Aleppo, had been appadnted as District Grand
Master for 'the Orient' by the Grand Lodge of England. Later
in 1764 Dr. Dionysios Menass had been appanted District
Grand Master for Asiatic Turkey and Armenia.

In 1786 a second charter had been dgven by the Lodge Saint
Jean d'Ecosse in Marseill es to the Lodge Saint Jean d’ Ecosse
des Nations Réunies in Izmir. The first charter having been
lost during the grea Izmir fire. According to the
correspondence, this lodge had been consecated after 1751
and before 1778 and was closed in 1826

In the last decale of the aghteeith century, Selim Ill’s
mother, Nakshidil Sultan happened to be the wusin of
Josephine, Napoléon's wife. Under her influence, lodges
from different obediences prospered in the Ottoman Empire.
However in 1826 Mahmut Il abolished the Janissries to
cregde a modern army and outlawed the order of the
Bektashis to which they belonged. Thus it was passble to
describe Freemasonry as a “kind of Bektashism”, and as a
conseguence it was also closed and the known freemasons
were sent into exile.

1826— 1856

Mustafa Reshit Pasha, Grand Vizier, had promulgated the
Reform Edict of 1839 It is sid that he had been initiated
while he was Ambassador in London although ro evidence
has been found for his Initiation. His lodge is not known and
as there were no 'family names in usage & that time. Thus
any seach for the names of Reshit and Mustafa could be
anyone of that name (the pradice of having fixed names for
families was only introduced by Kema Ataturk in the
twentieth century). His good friend the British Ambassador
in Istanbul, Lord Reading, was however a known freeamason.
After 1839 with the unofficial permisson by the Grand
Vizier, freemasonry underwent aslow revival in Turkey.

The Crimean War

The arival of British, French and Piemontise expeditionary
forces and diplomats in Istanbul and Izmir in 18561ed to an
explosion of lodges under a variety of obediences.

In 1857the short-lived Grande Loge de Turquie was founded
in Izmir by the Grand Orient of France After the end of the
Crimean War, with the departure of foreigners, this grand
lodge caneto an end.

The creation of an irregular Irish Grand Lodge:
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In 1856 Captain Atkinson, an Irish officer in the 47th British
Regiment, claiming to possssan Irish warrant creaed three
lodges in Izmir and then “The Grand Lodge of the Ancient
and Honourable Fraternity of Free ad Accepted Masons of
TURKEY”. (The mngtitution of this Grand Lodge is in the
Irish archives). This was however a fraudulent commercial
enterprise - Atkinson initiated some 200 masons and then
disappeaed with the funds.

The creation of the District Grand Lodge of Turkey
(English Constitution)

The irreguar masons gdarted to visit or join English and
French lodges. There was literally a panicin London and in a
swift move, the Grand Master, Lord Zetland ordered the
foundation of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Turkey, in
Istanbul. The first Provincial Grand Master being the British
Ambassador Sir Henry Bulwer. The mnseaation ceremony
taking placeon the 24th June 1862in the Embassy.

The Supreme Council of Turkey (1861

The founder (1861) and first Sovereign Commander of the
Scottish Rite in Turkey (1864 was Prince Abdilhalim
Pasha, or shortly, Halim Pasha, Brother of the Khedive
(Governor of Egypt, then part of the Ottoman Empire).
Halim Pasha was uncle of the Khedive Ismail Pasha under
whose rule the Suez Channel had been opened. Halim Pasha
was also Grand Master of the Provincial Grand Lodge of
Egypt (English Congtitution). In 1869 this Supreme Council
was recognised by the American Southern Jurisdiction.

The extinction of the Provincial Grand L odge of Turkey
In 1869 ord Bulwer had been recdled to London and at the
same time Halim Pashawas in exile in Istanbul. Having gooc
relations with the Sultan, he was proposed as Provincial
Grand Master. But as his proficiency of the English languege
was insufficient, an American, John Peter Brown, Seaetary
at the American Embassy and known writer and reseacher
of the Islamic mysticism was eleded in his place Hyde
Clark, the P.D. Regiona G.M. in aletter to a Bro. Harvey (I
could not read his family name) in London, proposes that
there would be simultaneously two Grand Masters. This
propasition was not carried on for obvious reasons.

After Brown, Bro Stephen Scouloudi was eleded Grand
Master in 1873 The Provincial Grand Lodge was run
inefficiently; dues were not or could not be mlleded. Thusin
1884 when Scouloudi resigned, no one was eleded in his
place At that time there were four English Lodges in
Istanbul and seven in lzmir.

Lodgesat the end of the 19th Century

At the end o the nineteenth and beginning of the twentieth
centuries, there were in total 11 English, 7 Scottish, 2 Irish, 1
Polish, 2 Spanish, 5 German, 15 Italian, 2 Greek, 6 French
and 1 Hungarian lodges - plus a few chapters attached to the
English, Scottish and Irish lodges in Istanbul, Izmir and
Thesslonica done.
{There were many lodges in the rest of the big cities of the
Empire too (in the provinces of Syria, Lebanon Palestine,
Bulgaria, Romania and Macedoria and dso in dfferent
cities of Anatolia) but as they were not relevant to the
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creation d the Grand Lodge of Turkey | did nd include
themin this gudy.}

Constitutional Monarchy

Three sons of Sultan Abdulmedjit, the Princes Murat (later
Sultan Murat V) and two of his brothers, Nurettin and
Kemalettin had been initiated in the French Lodge Prodocs.
Five Grand Viziers, including Midhat Pasha who
masterminded the first Constitutional Monarchic regime,
Turkish ambassadors to European courtries and foreign
ambassdors to Turkey, famous freedom writers and poets
were members of this lodge. Louis Amiable, French Lawyer
and pditician, writer of the history of the Lodge “les Neufs
Soeurs’ cradle of the Encyclopedists in Paris before the
Revolution, was the Orator of the Lodge. (He was in Istanbul
on contrad to reorganizethe Turkish Bar Association).

After the suicide (?) of Sultan Abdulazz, Prince Murat
accaled to the throne on the 30th May 1876 but due to a
mental illness was deposed three months later and his
brother Abdulhamit was enthroned, but only after bargaining
with Bro. Midhat Pasha, and promising to start the
congtitutional process He was not long to go badk on his
promise. On the 5th February 1878 Abdulhamit sent Grand
Vizier Bro. Midhat Pasha into exile in various places, but
finally to Taif (port city of Yemen, then a province of the
Ottoman Empire) arranging hHs deah by poisoning there. On
the 13th February 1878 Abdulhamit adjourned the parliament
indefinitely, starting a period of absolute despatism, which
lasted 30yeas.

Cleanti Scdieri, W.M. of the Lodge Prodocs plotted a
bloody but unsuccesful kidnapping of Murat V from the
Ciragan Palace to restore him on the throne. (Articles on the
subjed by Bro. Rizopaulos and myself in the Ars Quatuor
Coronatorum Volumes 104 and 107respedively

A Masonic political party: Union and Progress created
according to the model of the“ Carbonaries’ in Italy.
After the model of Young Itaians, Young Germans and
Young Swiss the Young Turks organized in Paris with the
aim of bringing bad the mnstitutional monarchy. But the
Young Turks talked a lot but did not ad. Five freemason,
military students in the faalty of medicine started a
revolutionary party that later took the name of Union and
Progress Their model was the Italian quasi-masonic
revolutionary society, the “Carbonaries’.

In the second half of the nineteenth century, the main
European powers had obtained an immunity for their
subjeds living in the Ottoman Empire. This immunity
system was cdled “capitulations’. The Turkish padlicedid not
have the right to seach a house belonging to a foreign
subjed. Thus the members of Union and Progress in
Thessalonica were ale to plot their revolution in Itaian,
French and Spanish lodges gathering in houses belonging to
foreigners. To get around the Capitulations, the palice
organized a robbery in the temple of the lodge Macedonia
Risorta, were the achives were kept, to oltain the members
lists, but a freamason in the pdice force tipped dff the
Worshipful Master of the lodge in time. The frustrated
palicemen took revenge on the furniture of the temple. The
police tried also to harass the members by waiting in the
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stred for them to leave the buil ding.

Abdulhamit and freemasons

Abdulhamit knew very well what freemasonry was about. As
stated above, three of his brothers were freemasons. The
princes Kemalettin and Nurettin were in line for the throne.
Most of the European powers were governed by freemason
kings and ministers. For these reasons, Abdulhamit did not
want to adienate the Freemasons. Therefore, while
perseaiting the lodge members of the Italian, French and
Spanish lodges in Thessalonica, he gave large donations to
the dharity efforts of English Lodgesin Istanbul.

He even planned the aeaion of a Grand Lodge in Istanbul,
of which he would be the Grand Master. This lodge would
ad as a senate, asembling the leaders of the different
warring communities in Istanbul, (mainly Turkish
intelleduals, the members of the Italian, Levantine, Greek,
Armenian and Jewish communities). This projed was never
redised but shows the intricades of the way Abdulhamit’s
mind worked.

The Semnd Congtitutional M onarchy

A grea number of high ranking officers were Freemasons
and as well as being members of the Union and Progress
Party, low ranking officers were not required to becmme
Freemasons to be acceted into the Union and Progress
Party, but they hoped to get a quicker promotion if they
would beiniti ated first.

The adion of the Union and ProgressParty, and its threa to
invade Istanbul with the amies gationed in Thrace obliged
Abdulhamit to promulgate once more a Congtitutional
Monarchy on the 23rd July 1908

The readion was not long to come. On the 31st March 190¢
the fundamentali sts took control of Istanbul.

The freemasons in Thrace mainly from Thesslonica
organised an army of reservists. Almost all officers were
freemasons. There were too many officers © some adually
joined the expeditionary force & smple soldiers. The amy
recgtured Istanbul from the fundamentalists, there were
bloody battles and hangings, and Abdulhamit was dethroned
by a ommitteeof five deputies, al of them Freanasons.

As aresult of al this, freemasons becane the target for the
hatred of fundamentalist Islam.

The M asonic State

According to the French historian Thierry Zarcone, the
period from 1908 to 1918 could be cdled “The Masonic
State”. The Union and Progress Party in power used
freemasonry in its foreign relations. Deputations of mason
parliamentarians went to Itay, France Hungary and
Germany. The freemason deputies claimed that with their
effort, democracy, that is the French slogan of liberty,
equality and fraternity, was prevailing row in Turkey and
that the European powers dould be of asdstance The
Albanians had revolted against the Ottoman rule ad the
Italian parliament was about to vote an aid program for the
rebels. After the intervention of the Grand Lodge of Turkey,
the Italian freemasons in the parliament were dfedive and
the motion fail ed to be caried.

Eleven months later, at the end of 1911 after Italy’'s

FALL 2005

expedition to Libya (which was Ottoman territory at that
time), the same scenario was repeaed, but naturally this time
the Grand Orient of Italy could not ad against its own
government. In answer to the letter from the Grand Lodge of
Turkey, the Grand Master issued a very general statement on
the 29%th September 1911 (“Per I'lmpresso d Tripdli”,
Rivisa Masonica 1911, No. 1516) and the relations
between the Italian And Turkish Grand Lodges were severely
aff eded.

The Creation of the Grand Lodge of Turkey (Ottoman
Grand Orient)

On the 3rd March 1909 the dormant Supreme Council of
Turkey (1861 was revived. This Supreme Council first
conseaated 4 Turkish lodges. These 4 lodges plus 3 Itdian,
2 French, 1 Spanish and 2 Egyptian lodges (One of them,
Resne, Engish Congtitution) assembled to form the Grand
Lodge of Turkey on the 13th July 1909 and eleded its first
Grand Magter, the Minister of the Interior Mehmet Talat S.
Pasha, who later becane Grand Vizier (Prime Minister). This
Grand Lodge was conseaated by the Supreme Council.

The dosing of lodgesin 1935

This Grand Lodge gave darters to a total of 66 lodges,
mainly in Turkey but also in Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Greece
Lebanon and Palestine.

In 1935 the yea when Freamasonry dedded to hibernate, 6
ministers, the President of the Parliament, more than 6C
deputies and many state governors, were Freanasons.
Ataturk’s private doctor, M. Kemal Oke, was a Past Grand
Magter.

In 1935 the English, Germans and Rusdans transformed
Turkey into a vast stage for propaganda and espionage. The
Naz propaganda machine was also stressing the Judeo-
Masonic danger. The Ministry of the Interior, Sukru Kaya, a
33° Scottish Rite Mason, in order to curb these adivities
passed a law from parliament closing all clubs and societies.
Freemasonry was not mentioned in the text, but the minister
warned his brothers that it would be wiser to stop the adivity
of Freemasonry by its own free will. That's how things
happened and the reasson why Freamasonry was able to
recover its buil dings after the war.

All lodges did not close. The Supreme Council continued its
adivity behind closed doas, even chartered 3 new lodges.
Craft lodges met at the homes of brothers. The palice showed
a knowing tolerance to all this, with the tadt approval of the
President of the Republic Ismet Inonu, who even gave alittl e
financial aid to the Supreme Council .

The awakening (1948

Turkey wanted to be acceted by the U.N. The Turkish
diplomats were told that Turkey was not a democratic nation
and that even Freemasonry was closed, as it was in al the
totalitarian regimes.

The President approached his personal doctor, Supreme
Grand Master M. Kemal Oke, the same doctor who looked
after Kemal Ataturk, and told him that the time to resume
official working hed come.

In 1948lodges, under the Supreme Council, started to labour
in Istanbul and 1zmir, and in 1949in Ankara.
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A troubled period started with lodges trying to liberate
themselves from the Supreme Council’s rule. The Grand
Lodges of Istanbul, Ankara axd Izmir were aeaed, and
finally those three grand lodges united on the 16th Deceamber
1956to crede atotaly independent Grand Lodge of Turkey.

International Recognition

After the initial recognition by some American and European
Grand Lodges, in 1959 an official deputation by the Grand
Lodge of Scotland visited Turkey. The recognition process
was delayed to 1963 due to the milit ary coup of 196Q

Most of the regular Grand Lodges had recognized the Grand
Lodge of Turkey, except Engand and Ireland. In order to
satisfy them, the Grand Lodge of Turkey was remnseaated
by the Grand Lodge of Scotland in 1965 (That is why our
Grand Officers regdiais green). In 1970the Grand Lodges
of England and Ireland recmgnized the Grand Lodge of
Turkey.

The schism of 1965

Friction was continuous between the Supreme Council and
the Grand Lodge.

At the end of 1964 The Grand Seaetary, on his own, gave ¢
letter to Bro. Suleyman Demirel, stating that he (Demirel)
was not a freemason. The Grand Seaetary was adualy the
Senior Warden of the lodge in which Demirel had been
initiated in 1955 Demirel used this document against the
fundamentalist wing in his pdliticd party, was thus eleded to
the Presidency of the party and reigned on Turkish Politi cs
until 200Q when he retired as President of the Republic.

In the 1965 Grand Master eledions, the Brother who issued
this letter was eleded, in spite of the Supreme Council’'s
seaet oppaition. The Supreme Council preferred the
eledion of a Brother who would be obedient to them and
tried to cancd these dedions. Thisled to alot of turbulence
in the ranks of Turkish Freemasons. Finaly a schism
occurred, with a small group of brothers creaing a separate
Grand Lodge, which later attached itself to the French Grand
Orient. Today this irreguar grand lodge has about 300(C
members and is in relations with a Turkish Women's Grand
Lodge. This is a rather new body and has a few hurdred
members, organized in all mgjor citiesin Turkey.

Today the Grand Lodge of Turkey has about 200 lodges in
10 cities, with 12000adive members. It is recognized by all
the reguar Grand Lodges and is adive, promoting
freeamasonry in the Balkans, Rusda and turkic languege
spe&ing former Soviet Union republics.

We have areseach Lodge that is publishing a quarterly
reseach magazne “Mimar Sinan” (named after Sinan the
famous Turkish archited). Since 1991, | have published the
bimonthly Masonic magazne TESVIYE (level), in the name
of the Grand Lodge of Turkey.

About Copyright:

Realers may redistribute this article to ather individuals for
non-commercial use, provided that text, all html codes, and
this noticeremain intad and unaltered in any way. This
article may not be resold, reprinted, or redistributed for
compensation of any kind without prior written permisson
of the author. If you have ay questions about permissons,

please mntad the “ Tesviye® (level) a Masonic magazine at:
cdil .layiktez@superonline.com Preferred citation: The History
of Freemasonry in Turkey This paper may be found in the
“Tesviye® (level) a Masonic magazine or the Grand Lodge of
Turkey on its website &:
http://www.mason.org.tr/en_index.htm

Note: The archives of lodgesin Turkey; prior to the foundaion
of the Grand Lodge in 1909 were in the hands of foreign
obediences. These documents were lost due to wars,
perseaution, fires etc. | was able to reanstruct the history of
Freemasonry in Turkeythrough aresearch in the archives of
the Grand Orient de France preserved from the Germans
during the occupaion in the Bibli othéque Nationde Francaise
(1890 pags microfilmed), plus the archives of the Granc
Lodges of England, Ireland and $Sotland The Greek anc
Italian Masonic archives had teen destroyed duing the
German cccupdion.

Souces: http://wwwmason.org.tr/en_historyd.htm

FREEMASONRY INTHE ISLAMIC WORLD
By Bro. Celil Layiktez

There is a general readion to Freamasonry in the Idlamic
world. After Clement XIlI excommunicated Freamasonry in
1738 under the presaire of his Christian subjeds and with the
approval of the “ulema” (Idamic theologians) who were
thinking that “If the Pope dedares that Freemasons arte
atheists, there must be some truth in his words’, Sultan
Mahmut | outlawed Freemasonry. Since that date “Freenason”
becane synonym to “atheist” in the Ottoman Empire.

After the dedaration of the second constitutional monarchy in
the Empire (1908, the Isamic readion organized a revolt in
Istanbul. This revolt has been crashed by the “Action Army”
and Sultan Abdulhamid 1l has been dethroned. The Action
Army had been organized and commanded by Freemasons.
The @mmittee of five deputies that came to announce to
Abdulhamit that he had been dethroned, were Freemasons, all
five of them. These fads have reinforced the eisting readion
to Freemasonry by the radicd I1slamic community. The Sultan
was aso the Caliph of all I1slam and the guardian of the saaed
grounds in Mecca ad Medina. Anything that happened in the
Ottoman Empire influenced the Arab and Idamic world at
large.

In the yeas precealing the Second World War and also during
the War, the Naz propaganda of a Judeo — Masonic plot to
govern the world, the adions of Sheriff Hussin in Jerusalem
and finadly the aedion of the State of Israd have dl
strengthened this anti-Masonic feding, this time with a touch
of anti-Semitism going with it. The Arabs regard Freamasonry
as a force gainst 1lam, which even makes fun of Islam, and
which was the cause of the successof European imperialism in
Arabia. The &heist and anti — clericd stance of the Grand
Orient of Franceisreinforcing this current.

Freemasonry is outlawed, in general, in Arab courtries. There
was a flourishing Freemasonry in Algeria, before it gained
independence. Freemasonry is prohibited in al Arab countries
except Lebanon and Morocco. The lodges laboring in the
American bases in these muntries are an exception.
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MOROCCO

The Grand Lodge of Morocco has been conseaated by the
GLNF in1999 M.W. Bro. Claude Charboniaud, Grand
Master of the GLNF, wishing to accomplish this ceremony
with the participation of the Grand Master of a Grand
Lodge eisting in an Idlamic oountry, has gracdully
invited the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Turkey,
Bro. Sahir Talat Akev, for ajoint conseaation ceremony.
Our Grand Master could not come because of hisill hedth
and he pased away to the Eternal East, on the 14" Jure
200Q the day of the mnseaation of the Grand Lodge of
Morocco. The Grand Lodge of Turkey had been
represented by another Grand Officer.

Earlier, on the 23° March 1973 the High Court of
Casablanca, after a long court procedure, had given the
verdict that Freamasonry was compatible with Islam. This
verdict has been published in Tesviye No. 511!*!, bath in
Turkish and initsofficial French translation.

MASONIC INTERNET RADIO.

Radio Free Mason is an Internet Radio
broadcast on al aspects of the Masonic
fraternity. Featuring news, reviews,
interviews and editoria points of view, the
program aims to educae the Masonic
Fraternity in an informative, entertaining
& unique format. The program is
broadcast via live365com in MP3Pro
format, which is a CD quality sound
Brother Stephen Dafoe and the crew at
Studio 3-5-7 will bring together a show
featuring diff erent aspects of the craft from
aroundthe globe

Please visit web site
at: www.
radiofreemason.com
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The Egyptian Freemasonry had been hand in hand with
Ottoman Freemasonry. When the Grand Lodge of Turkey, after
being recognized and later recns-crated by the Grand Lodge
of Scotland, to oktain its recognition by the UGLE and the G.L.
of Ireland, proved that its origin was regular showing that the
Lodge Resne, one of its founding lodges, had its charter from
the Grand Lodge of Egypt, aregular obedience d thetime.

The Grand Lodge of Egypt had regular and irregular periodsin
its history. Halim Pasha, the son od Mehmet Ali Pasha from
Kavala who was the first Khedive (viceroy) of Egypt, founded
the Scottish Rite in Turkey in 1861 and in Egypt in 1866 and
has been supreme Grand Commander in both courtries. As the
Grand Lodge of Egypt started to accept some irregular rites, as
the Rite of Memphis — Misraim, the UGLE dedared it irregular
and founded its own District Grand Lodge in 1867, with Halim
Pasha & its first Master. The nephew of Halim Pasha, the
Khedive Ismaill who had the Suez Channel opened, was
probably a Freamason, but there is no written record to prove
it. On the other hand, his n has been initiated without any
doubt.

In 1952 after the King Farouk had been dethroned,
Freemasonry was disgraced and was closed after the 1956 Suez
crisis, by Gamal Abdelnasser.

Today, in spite that the Rotarian wife of Husnu Mubarek,
President of Egypt, organizes the foreign relations of the
Egyptian Rotary, this organizaion is regarded as a
camouflaged Freemasonry by the radicd Islamic community.
Mustafa ElI-Amin, in his bodk, “ Freanasonry, Ancient Egypt
and the Idamic Destiny” compares the symbolism of the
Ancient Egyptian mysteries and Islamic scriptures with those
of the aaft. According to EI-Amin, although the Masonic rites
and symbols are derived from Egypt, they have readed us
through the Jews. Thus, the Jews had been operational in the
ridiculization of the wisdom of Egypt in Masonic lodges. The
writer says that the Shriners, with their fez and crescents are
mocking the Idamic religion. The “problem” of “Masonry
mocking the Moslem Faith” is also treaed by Dr. Paul
Rich1?; he states that: “T he prohibition o Masonry in the
Muslim Courtries of the Midde Eagt is paltry because there
are aspeds of Masonry which religious people fed verge on
mocking their faith. An example of Masonic ritual which
offends me, and that shows the gulf between believes anc
Masons, is the resemblance between the assasdnation anc
exhumation d the anddate in the third or Master Mason
degree and religious accourts of resurredion. Alimost nothing
can be said to corred their comnon interpretation d the third
degree that the Mason is saved by Freemasonry and nd by
religion” .

El — Azhar University in Cairo and the Idamic Jurisdictional
Collegel!®!

Possbly the most influential body in promulgating and
interpreting Islamic Law is the Islamic Jurisdictional College
(130)114 . At it's meeiing on 15 July 1978 it iswued an opinion
concerning “ The Freemasons Organization”.

The 1JC dedared: “After complete reseach concerning this
organizaion, based on written ac@unts from many sources, we
have determined that” 1[ 5]:

Freemasonry is a dandestine organization, which conceds or
reveds its g/stem, depending on the drcumstances. Its adual
principles are hidden from members, except for chosen
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members of its higher degrees.

The members of the organization, worldwide, are
drawn from men without preference for their
religion, faith or sect.

The organization attracts members on the basis
of providing personal benefits. It traps men into
being politically active, and its aims are unjust.
New members participate in ceremonies of
different names and symbols, and are frightened
from disobeying its regulations and orders.
Members are free to practice their religion, but
only members who are aheists are promoted to
its higher degrees, based on how much they are
willing to serve its dangerous principles and
plans.

It is a political organization. It has served all
revolutions, milit ary and politi cal
transformations. In all dangerous changes a
relation to this organization appeas either
exposed or veil ed.

It is a Jewish Organization in its roots. Its scret
higher international administrative board is Jews
and it promotes Zionist activities.

Its primary objectives are the distraction of all
religions and it distracts Muslims from Islam.

It tries to recruit influential financial, political,
social, or scientific people to utilize them. It
does not consider applicants it cannot utilize. It
recruits kings, prime ministers, high government
officials and similar individuals.

It has branches under different names as a
camouflage, so people ceannot traceits activities,
especially if the name of “Freemasonry” has
oppaosition. These hidden branches are known as
Lions, Rotary and others. They have wicked
principles that completely contradict the rules of
Islam. There is a dea relationship between
Freemasonry, Judaism and International Zionism.
It has controlled the adivities of high Arab
officials in the Palestinian problem. It has
limited their duties, obligations and activities
for the benefit of Judaism and International
Zionism.

Given that Freemasonry involves itself in
dangerous activities, it is a great hazad, with
wicked objectives, the Jurisdictional Synod
determines that Freemasonry is a dangerous,
destructive organization. Any Muslim, who
affiliates with it, knowing the truth of its
objectives, is an infidel to Islam”.

Bro. Celil Layiktez Lodge Zeytin Dali No. 146
GrandLodge of Turkey, Editor of TESVIYE
(The levd) since 1992 www.tesviyeorg

The Masonic Magazine of the Grand Lodge of
Turkey.

Sources: http://www.mason.org.tr/en_islamic_world.htm

KOSCIUSZKO F& AM
LODGE 1085 NEW
YORK

The opening of the initial meding of Kosciuszko
Lodge, was acomplished on the evening of June 6,1927, at
the Old Fraternal Hall, 337 East Fordham, Road, Bronx,
New York

The event was heralded as the most important and
unique in the awnals of Freemasonry, since Kosciuszko
Lodge emerged as the first Lodge cmposed of men of
Polish and Slavic descent in the United States of America

R.W. John L. Little, District Deputy Grand Master
of the Bronx Digtrict, real the Articles of Dispensation and
Kosciuszko Lodge U.D. began to function.

Kosciuszko Lodge was welcomed into the Bronx
District and asared of wholeheated cooperation by a
number of distingushed craftsmen. W. Philip Wall, in the
name of Trowel Lodge No. 873 presented the Lodge with
Wardens Columns. Excdlent Comp. Alfred Gatow, High
Priest of Ivy Chapter No. 238 R.A.M. presented the Ball ot
Box. W. Harry Aery and W. Gustav Fausel, on behalf of
Angle Lodge No. 988 presented a set of Working Toadls. An
American Flag was presented to the Lodge by W. Paul L.
Odell on behalf of the True Course Lodge No. 1077. There
were teas in the e/es of those Charter Members whose
lifelong drean was finally redized. There was faith and hope
in their heats, that future members would huild Kosciuszko
Lodge into a grea and lasting segment of our beloved
fraternity. One yea later, with probationary period over,
Kosciuszko Lodge U.D. was officially born as Kosciuszko
Lodge NO. 1085 Free ad Accepted Masons. On the night of
May 31, 1928 R.W. John Ledcky, District Deputy Grand
Master of the Bronx District and ading for the Grand Master,
the Most Worshipful John A. Dutton, presented the Grand
Lodge Charter to Kosciuszko’s first Master of the Lodge W.
John A. Wasil ewski.

With the Fraternal Hall fill ed to capadty and
number of Grand Lodge dignitariesin attendance, the
following officers were install ed:

Wor shipful John A. Wasil ewski Master

Bro. Walter A. Klass Senior Warden
Bro. Paul Kawedi Junior Warden
Bro. Karol Folwarczny Secretary

Bro. Emil S. Brykczynski Treasurer

Senior Deacon
Junior Deacon
Senior M aster of

Bro. Rudolph Bobermin
Bro. Peter Falkiewicz
Bro. Frank Golankiewicz

Ceremony
Bro. Konstanty Orlowski Junior M aster of
Ceremony
Bro. Stephen Zablocki Senior Steward
Bro. Walter Mucha Junior Steward
Bro. Nikodem Zar ski Marshal
Bro. Henry Bauer Tiler

You can visit Kosciuszko L odge web site Regarding
Copyright © at: http://www.kosciuszkomason.com
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TheEarly Period

Thefirst important event of Kosciuszko Lodge took
placeon August 15, 1929 With W. John A. Wasil ewski
presiding, the Lodge honored four of its galwart friends of
the Lodge, by bestowing Honorary Memberships upon R.W.
Osdan Lang, R.W. Edward Feih; R.W. John Ledky and R.W.
Robert B. Wil son.

In addition, ead of the Honorary Members were
presented with a gift to commemorate the event.

Another important event was recorded when
Brother Emil S. Brykczynski, Treasurer of the Lodge,
donated a sum of $30000 to the Grand Lodge Library for the
purchase of bodks on Polish Freemasonry. In presenting the
gift to the Library, Brother Brykczynski was acampanied by
a delegation of Kosciuszko Lodge members and the Brethren
of the Bronx District.

The first dinner-dance of the Lodge was held on
March 1, 193Q attended by many members and friends of
Kosciuszko Lodge. The guest of Honor was Dr. M.
Marchlewski, Consul General of Poland in New York. To
commemorate the event, Dr. Marchlewski presented to the
Lodge amedal of Adam Mickiewicz. Poland’s grea poet.
The medal was sulptured by Antoine Bourdelle axd was
acceted for the Lodge by W. John A. Wasilewski. The
medal was exhibited in the Grand Lodge Library for many
yedas.

The Grand Lodge of F. and A. M. of the State of
New York officialy recognized the Grand Lodge of Poland
at its 151% Communicaion held May 3,4 and 5, 1932 The
recognition of the Grand Lodge of Poland paved the way for
mutual brotherly relations between the Masons of Poland and
our Kosciuszko Lodge.

The most impressve ceemony in our Lodge
occurred on February 20, 1933at which time RW. Emil S.
Brykczynski was presented with his commisson as Grand
Representative to the Grand Lodge of Poland nea the Grand
Lodge of the State of New Y ork. In the presence of M.W.
Christopher C. Mollenhauer, Grand Master of Masons in the
State of New Y ork, the Commisson was presented by R. W.
Walter C. Martin, District Deputy Grand Master, the Jewel
by R.W. Robert B. Wil son and the Apron by R.W. Edward
Feih.

Ten Years Later

At the Annuel Communication of December 9,1938
W. Stanley Ozimek was eleded Master; Brother Casimir H.
Brykczynski - Senior Warden; Brother Joseph B. Barrett -
Junior Warden; Brother Frank Golankiewicz — Treasurer and
Brother Thaddeus V. Ziambianski — Seaetary. The dedion
night also marked the end of Kosciuszko's tenth yea of
existence. Although numericdly till the smallest Lodgein
the Bronx Didtrict, registering but 56 members, the spirit and
enthusiasm among members continued to prevail .

The 400" Anniversary of the deah of Nicholas
Copernicus, the Polish Astronomer, was observed by the
Lodge on May 14, 1943 W. Henry Archadi, Master of the
Lodge, arranged an outstanding program. Dr. Ludwig
Krzyzanowski, Managing Editor of “New Europe” delivered
the principal address
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At the meding of September 10, 1943 A memorial
service was held for two of Kosciuszko's Charter Members.
Grief stricken members of the Lodge, paid high tribute to W.
John A. Wasilewski, Kosciuszko's first Master and R.W.
Emil S. Brykczynski, past Master and Grand Representative
to the Grand Lodge of Poland, who were cdled to the Grand
Lodge on Highon May 9 and August 11 respedively.

The 15" Anniversary of Kosciuszko Lodge was
observed on November 12, 1943 A beautiful 36 page
Historicd Brochure compiled and written by W. Henry
Archadki, was published and dstributed to all attending the
meeting. The Brouchure dso included and articule written by
W. Henry Archadki entitted “ A Brief History of Polish
Freemasonry.” Among the many Masonic dignitaries present
were M. W. Charles H. Johnson, Grand Seaetary of the
Grand Lodge of the State of New York R.W. Victor Clump,
District Deputy Grand Master and many thers.

The 15" Anniversary was widely publicized in the
several daily papers as well as in number of Masonic
periodicds. The New York Masonic Outlook printed the
followingin its January 1944issue:

“ Kosciuszko Lodge N0.1085 F.& A.M. of the
Bronx Masonic District, has had for many yeas, the unique
distinction of being the only Polish Lodge in the world.
When the 151sr Communicaion of Grand Lodge of New
York, remgnized the newly formed Grand Lodge of Poland,
it marked the first re-birth of Polish Masonry since 182Q
Reamgnition of the Grand Lodge of Poland also brought
recognition to Kosciuszko Lodge in 1933 when the late
RW. Emil S Brykczynski, was appanted Grand
Representative to the Grand Lodge of Poland nea the Grand
Lodge of the State on New York by M.W. Christopher C.
Mollenhauer.”

Since that time, Kosciuszko Lodge, named after the
Revolutionary hero and Polish Patriot, Tadeusz K osciuszko,
has maintained a steady growth and on the occasion of its
fifteenth anniversary, arranged a fitting program at which the
guest of honor and the principal spedker was Most
Worshipful Charles H. Johnson. The dfair brough out the
largest gatherings of recent yeas in the Bronx District and a
handsomely printed Historicd Brochure was presented to all
present.

TheWar Years

At the dsart of 1944 with W. Thaddeus V.
Ziembinski, presiding as Master, Kosciuszko Lodge was how
well established and on the threshold of Masonic manhood
Spirit and enthusiasm among the members was the signal
theme and desire to bring Kosciuszko further into Masonic
limelight.

The yea 1944 saw Kosciuszko Lodge beame the
first in the Bronx District to oktain 100% quota in
contributions to the Masonic War Chest Fund. The yea
1944 will also be remembered as the yea in which our
galant American soldiers crashed trough the bloodsoaked
beadtes of Normandy, to write the final chapter to one of the
most wide spread wars and the costliest in human life.

The Bicentennial Years

The Bicentennial observance of the birth of
Brigadier General Tadeusz Kosciuszko was cdebrated by
Kosciuszko Lodge on February 27, 1946 An elaborate
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KOSCIUSZKO LODGE 1085—Continued from page No. 15
program was arranged by W. Henry Archadki — Chairman
of Committee and Past Master of Kosciuszko Lodge, with
W. James W. Nitedi entertained a number of Military
guests at a dinner held prior to the cdebration. The dinner
was held at the New York Athletic Club, Bew York City,
and among the distingushed guests invited were: R.W.
Edward Feih, RW. Robert B. Wilson, RW. and Mgjor
General Walter DeLamater, Colonel Carl A. Loeb, Colonel
Charles E. Greenough Colonel Perly C. Gray, Colonel
Leonard A. Keyes, Capt. RA. Wahrman and M.W.
Charles W. Froessl, Grand Master of Masons in the State
of New Y ork, who also was the principal spedker.

The life of Tadeusz Kosciuszko was depicted in a
16-page brochure, written by W. Henry Archadi and
distributed to all attendingthe ceemonies that evening.

Carrying on

Plans to hold the 25" Anniversary cdebration of
Kosciuszko Lodge in 1953 were formulated at a meding
of January 22, 1947. A fund of $1,000.00 was agreed upon
to cover the wsts aswociated with the forthcoming
cdebration. W. Matthew Jankowski, Master of the Lodge
appanted W. Thaddeus V. Ziembinki General Chairman.

The anwal meding of Decanberl?7, 1948
marked the end of the 20" yea for Kosciuszko Lodge.
Twenty yeas of diligent work and dedicdion to the
principles of freemasonry brought Kosciuszko Lodge from
itsoriginal 13 Charter Membersto atotal of 78.

At the anudl meding of Masters and Past
Masters Assciation of the Bronx Masonic District, held
January, 1948 W. Thaddeus V. Ziembinki was eleded
President, and Brother Charles J. Sulewski was eleded
Secaetary of the 1948Wardens asociation.

The second member of the Kosciuszko Lodge to
be honored with the purple of the Fraternity was R.W.
Walter A. Klass who was appanted by M.\W. Frank M.
Totton, Grand Master of Masons in the State of New Y ork,
to be Grand Representative of the Grand Orient of
Amazonas and Acre nea the Grand Lodge of New Y ork.

With W. Martin S. Ziembinski presiding as
Master of the Lodge, Investiture Ceremonies for R.W.
Walter A. Klasswere held on February 18, 1949 at Guild
Hall. RW. Klassbecane amember of Henry Clay Lodge
No. 277 F. & A.M. on Decamber 3, 1915 affili ated with
Kosciuszko Lodge on June 6, 1927and was eleded Master
Decenber 15, 1930 The new Grand Representative was
presented with the Commisson of his Office by RW.
Henry Emmerson, DDGM, Bronx District. RW. Edward
Feih presented him with the Apron and R.W. Robert B.
Wilson presented the Jewel. He was escorted into Lodge
Room by W. Thaddeus V. Ziembinski and Past Masters of
Kosciuszko Lodge. Prior to the Ceremonies, a dinner was
tendered RW. Walter A. Klass by the Past Masters of
Kosciuszko Lodge & the Masonic Club, 71 West 23
Stred, New York.

More honors were bestowed upon Kosciuszko
Lodge members when W. Charles J. Sulewski was eleded
President of the 1950 Masters Associations of the Bronx
District and appadnted Chairman of the 1951 bonx

Masonic Charity Ball.
Copyright © Kosciuszko Lodge No. 1085
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