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After the surrender of the American forces at the Batt le of 
the Cedars on the St. Lawrence River in 1776, Brant 
exerted himself to prevent the massacre of the pr isoners. In 
par ticular , one Col. John McKinstry, a member of Hudson 
Lodge No.13 of New York, was about to be burned at the 
stake. McKinstry, remembering that Brant was a 
Freemason, gave to him the Masonic sign of appeal, which 
secured his release and subsequent good treatment. He and 
Brant thereafter remained fr iends for li fe, and in 1805 he 
and Brant together visited the Masonic Lodge in Hudson, 
New York, where Brant was well received and on whose 
wall his por trait was hangs. 
 
 
Photo Sources: 
Sesquicentennial of the Grand Lodge of Michigan, 1976 page 75.  

Love, Joy, Peace and Happiness  
in The New Year  

B O N I ST E E L  M A SO N I C  L I B R A R Y  G R A N T  

Cong ratulation! 
 
The Bonisteel Masonic L ibrary was awarded a $25,000 grant 
from the Bonisteel Foundation to fur ther the international 
mission of the library.  I wish to thank Ar t Davidge and M itchell 
Ozog for the technical preparation of the grant. (kwg) 
  
The Artifacts, Links, Architecture, and Index files of our web site 
have been expanded. New digital artifact images from our Ann Arbor 
Temple are posted.  As publishing policy, new content, editing, and 
graphic design are added to the Bonisteel web site weekly.  
  
S & F, 
Kar l Grube, President 
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A  W A V E  O F  T H E  F U T U R E  

This story is about two Lodges where Brethren decided to 
expand themselves and their Lodges to better embrace the 
Masonic tenet of Universal Brotherhood. Capstone# 30 of 
the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Michigan, 
and Okemos Lodge# 252 of the Grand Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons of Michigan are involved in this particular 
story. Other Lodges have been joining the wave too. 
One day, about four years ago, Okemos posted a message on 
the Michigan Masons Net, inviting "any Brother with the 
pass" to attend a degree night. A Brother in the Detroit area 
responded. On the appointed night, the Brother came with his 
Worshipful Master, they handily passed an examination, and 
sat in our Lodge. After the Degree, during the fellowship 
repast, the visiting Brothers offered to come and participate 
in the lecture work at the next Degree, and bring others too. 
That offer was accepted in a heartbeat. We wanted to meet 
new people and could surely use the added help on a Degree. 
Why is this different or interesting or a wave of the future? 
Therein lies the story. I’m Jack Voss, a Past Master of 
Okemos Lodge# 252. The Brothers making the offer were 
Vic Ansett and Leroy Rias, Past Masters of Capstone Lodge 
# 30. To the best of my knowledge, this was a first here in 
Michigan. They were not the first Prince Hall Brethren to sit 
in our Lodge; many Brethren of Capital Lodge # 8 of 
Lansing visited us ten years ago and still do today. But, this 
was the first time that a team of Brethren from the two pre-
eminent Grand Lodges of Michigan worked jointly to confer 
a Degree.  About a year later, both Grand Lodges got 
together for a joint Degree too. We’re proud to see our Grand 
Lodges following this path. Since then, we have worked back 
and forth together within both Lodges, visiting, working on 
Degrees, and enjoying fellowship together - and a bubbly 
libation from time to time. Frankly, some reservations were 
present in men of both Lodges. Those reservations have 
pretty much dissolved now; friendship and Brotherhood have 
replaced them. Both Lodges have profited and strengthened 
in light of this jointly shared Brotherhood. 
Now, more Lodges - of both Grand Lodges - are joining this 
new wave of freedom to jointly meet with our Brethren. To 
tell the truth, it’s fun. I see more smiles per square foot in 
Lodge when we have Brethren from both Grand Lodges 
together. It feels good. Most recently, Brothers from both 
Grand Jurisdictions jointly conferred the Master Mason 
Degree on four Prince Hall Candidates from two separate 
Lodges. There were members of four Lodges representing 
the Grand Lodge of Michigan and six Lodges representing 
the M.W. Prince Hall  Grand Lodge in attendance, forty-one 
Brothers in all . Brothers from both Grand Lodges performed 
degree work, carefully adhering to those texts which are 
common to the two bodies and not "crossing over" wherever 
the work does contain slight differences.  
This process of enculturation can only lead to better mutual 
understanding and "concili ates true friendship, among those 
who might otherwise have remained at a perpetual distance." 
 
By Jack Voss, PM of Okemos Lodge No. 252 and Victor S. 
Ansett, PM Capstone Lodge No. 30 (P.H.A.) 
 

M A SO N I C  T U T O R I A L S 

Brother Mark Twain, (Samuel Langhorne Clemens), Polar Star 
Lodge No. 79, patented and copyrighted a memory game for 
recalli ng and remembering important facts and dates. Titled 
THE GAME: Mark Twain's Memory-Builder, the work 
consisted of important dates and events in British and 
European History. A link is provided in Tutorial VII to Brother 
Twain's creative invention.  
Brother Karl W. Grube, Ph.D., Masonic Education Off icer of 
Ann Arbor Fraternity Lodge No. 262, and President of 
Bonisteel Masonic Library  has adapted the Twain memory-
builder method into a standard checkers frame-game. A series 
of Masonic Tutorials have been written for Memory-Building 
and more effective Understanding of the Craft's Principles, 
Ritual, and Symbolism.  
 

Masonic Memory-Builder - Interesting Facts 
1. A special class of builders who designed cathedrals, 
churches, mansions, and borough halls during the middle Ages 
was _______.  Freemasons  
 
2. _______ belonged to building crafts consisting of 
quarrymen, dike builders, wallers, tilers, paviors, and other 
skill ed labors.  Masons  
 
3. _______ projects required Freemasons and Masons from 
distant lands who assembled onsite and first built a fraternity 
lodge, homes, and barns.  Cathedral  
 
4. Freemasons and Masons were _______ Builders of 
architectural structures during the Middle Ages.  Operative  
 
5. Lodges admitted _______ men who did not follow a 
Freemasonry livelihood.  " Accepted" or Speculative  
 
6. The words "Free and Accepted" Masons comes from 
_______ and Speculative Masonry.  Operative 
  
7. In 1717 the first Grand Lodge of Masonry was established in 
________.  England  
 
8. Free & Accepted Masonry as practiced in worldwide lodges 
today is a _______ for men.  Fraternity  
 
9. Ancient Craft Masonry is organized into Grand Lodges and 
_______.  Local lodges  
 
10. A Mason must believe in _______ but is free to choose any 
religion with such a belief.  God  
 
11. A _______ is obliged to obey the Moral Law being Men of 
Honour and Honestry.  Mason  
 
12. Freemasonry is a Fraternity whereby all _______ matters 
lie outside its prudent forethought.  Theology  
 
13. A _______ seeks membership to Masonry of his own free 
will and accord.  Petitioner  
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14. Masonry is open to the _______ as evidenced by the 
200,000 books published on the craft.  Public  
 
15. Masonic Degrees are the organization of ceremonies 
and rites passed through by the _______.  Candidate  
 
16. G.A.O.T.U. stands for The Great Architect Of the 
Universe and creates a great humilit y for the _______. 
Divine  
 
17. The symbolic working tools of a _______ are the 
Plumb, Square, and Compass.  Master Mason  
 
18. Masonic _______ include, brotherliness, charity, good 
will , fellowship, friendship, and character.  Values  
 
19. Rites, symbols, postures, emblems, and signs are 
_______ between Brother Masons.  Communication tools  
 
20. _______ was Master of his Lodge in Virginia upon 
ascending to the Presidency in 1789.  George Washington  
 
21. _______ published the first Masonic book in 1734.  
Benjamin Franklin  
 
22. G.A.O.T.U. stand for _________.  Great Architect of 
the Universe  
 
23. The three degrees of Ancient Craft Freemasonry 
compose the _______.  Ritual  
 
24. A _______ must be of lawful age; morally responsible; 
and ethically of good report.  Petitioner  
 
25. A _______ must come of his own free will and accord.  
Petitioner  
 
26. A _______ physically must perform Masonic duties; 
possess monetary means for his expenses; and be 
acceptable to men in the lodge.  Petitioner  
 
27. The Principle of _______ is fundamental to Masons in 
all l ands.  Universality  
 
28. Napolean, Mozart, and Frederick the Great and were 
active Masonic _______.  Brothers  
 
29. Freemasonry is depicted as a _______ in Webster's 
Dictionary.  Noun  
 
30. _______ understand the "practice of fraternalism" 
better than any other organization.  Masons  
 
31. Freemasonry is a Constituted _______ of men. 
Fraternity  
 
32. The Grand Lodge of Michigan is housed in the 
_______ Masonic Temple.  Grand Rapids  
 

MASONIC TUTORIAL 
EA MASONIC SYMBOLS 

ENTERED APPRENTICE 
The Apprentice of Operative Masonry was a young man tied to a 
Master Mason for the purpose of learning the art of building. 
When he quali fied, his name was entered onto the rolls of the 
Lodge with specific conduct expected. He quali fied for 
advancement by presenting his work for inspection and 
undergoing examination.  
 
1. The EA first confronts the _______.  Tyler  
 
2. The _______ symbolizes leaving the dirt of the world outside 
the temple.  Absent shoe  
 
3. The _______ symbolizes initial self-restraint of the candidate.  
Cabletow  
 
4. The _______ symbolizes our devotion to the Grand Architect 
of the Universe.  Alter  
 
5. The Three Great Lights of Masonry are the _______.  Bible, 
Square, Compass  
 
6. The Lodge orientation of east to west and north to south is 
symbolic of _______.  Universality  
 
7. The Worshipful Master's Jewel is the _______.  Square  
 
The Senior Warden's Jewel is the _______.  Level 
 
8. The Junior Warden's Jewel is the _______. Plumb  
 
9. The tools of the EA are the _______.  
Common Gavel, 24" Gauge  
 
10. The _______ symbolizes the EA.  Rough Ashlar  
 
11. The _______ symbolizes a finished Mason.  Smooth Ashlar  
 
12. The EA is considered the _______ of the Craft.  Cornerstone  
 
13. The Blue Lodge symbolizes the blue of the _______.  Skies  
 
14. The four Cardinal Virtues are _______.  Fortitude, 
Prudence, Temperance, Justice  
 
15. In _______ Masonry a Freemason was "free" to travel for 
carving stone.  Operative  
 
16. The EA Degree is symbolic of _______.  Rebirth  
 
17. The Square symbolizes _______.  Morality  
 
18. The Compasses symbolizes _______.  Spirituality  
 
19. King Solomon's Temple is symbolic of the first _______. 
Masonic Lodge  
 
20. So Mote it be symbolizes _______.  Fellowship and 
reverence  
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21. The E.A. learns that God, Country, and People are 
important to _______.  Freemasons  
 
22. The three principal rounds of Jacob's ladder are _______.  
Faith, hope, charity  
 
23. Rite of Discalceation is symbolic of being _______ 
before God.  Barefoot  
 
24. Rite of Circumambulation symbolizes walking around 
the alter from e-w via the _______.  South  
 
25. Rite of Investiture or Purification symbolizes granting of 
the _______.  White leather apron  
 
26. The lambskin or white leather apron was first worn by 
_______.  Jewish Priests  
 
27. The Honorable Badge of a Mason is a term describing 
the ________.  White leather apron  
 
28. The _______ of the Lodge are the Mosaic Pavement, 
Indented Tessel, and Blazing Star.  Ornaments  
 
29. The three ________ in a Lodge are the sun, moon. and 
Worshipful Master.  Burning tapers  
 
30. The three _______ of the Lodge are the Rough Ashlar, 
Smooth Ashlar, and Trestle Board.  Moveable Jewels  
 
31. George Washington and Brother Masons in full Masonic 
regalia laid the first cornerstone in the _______.  US Capitol  
 
32. Chalk, Charcoal, and Clay are symbolic of _______. 
Freedom, frenzy, zeal  
 
Reference: THE CRAFT AND ITS SYMBOLS Allen E. Roberts 1974 
 

MASONIC TUTORIAL  
FC MASONIC SYMBOLS 

FELLOWCRAFT DEGREE 
The Fellowcraft in Operative Masonry was called the 
Journeyman or "Passed Apprentice". In Speculative Masonry 
the Fellowcraft focuses on his relationship with the arts and 
sciences. He agrees to learn a Masonic Catechism leading to 
the symbolic state known as a "Perfect Ashlar".  
 
1. The square, plumb, and level are the _______ of a 
Fellowcraft.  Working tools 
  
2. When you "act upon the square" you are telli ng the 
_______.  Truth  
 
3. Operative Masons used the the plumb to measure 
_______. Perpendiculars  
 
4. The plumb symbolizes a Mason leading an _______ li fe.  
Upright  
 
5. The level proves _______ in Operative Masonry. 
Horizontals  

6. Masons "meet on the level" which symbolizes ______ and 
brotherhood.  Equality  
 
7. The Fellowcraft candidate is in process of building _______. 
Spirituality  
 
8. Operative Masonry in England gave way to Speculative 
Masonry in _______.  1717  
 
9. Dr. James Anderson, a Scotish Presbyterian minister, wrote 
the "constitutions" or Masonic Law from old Masonic 
_______.  Rituals  
 
10. The pill ar Boaz signifies _______.  Strength or power  
 
11. The pill ar Jachin signifies _______.  Establishment or 
control  
 
12. When a candidate for the Fellowcraft Degree passes 
through the two pill ars, he symbolically becomes a _______. 
Man  
 
13. The numbers _______ have great symbolism to Masons. 
3,5,7  
 
14. The number _______ symbolizes the Lodge off icers of 
Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, and Junior Warden.  3  
 
The _______ Human Senses are tasting, smelli ng, feeling, 
seeing, and hearing.  5 
  
15. The _______ Liberal Arts and Sciences are Grammar, 
Geometry, Arithmetic, Logic, Rhetoric, Astronomy, and 
Music.  7  
 
16. The Five Orders of _______ are Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, 
Corinthian, and Composite.  Architecture  
 
17. The _______ of the Fellow craft are the Attentive Ear, 
Instructive tongue, and Faithful Breast.  Jewels  
 
18. An _______ is necessary to master the lessons of 
Freemasonry.  Attentive Ear  
 
19. The passing of the ritual is done with an _______. 
Instructive Tongue  
 
20. The understanding of the faithful breast is actually locked 
within the _______.  Brain  
 
21. The letter G suspended over the Worshipful Master alludes 
to _______.  Geometry  
 
22. The letter _______ stands for the Grand Architect of the 
Universe.  G  
 
23. The letter G symbolizes the faith and fellowship _______ 
enjoy when Lodge is open.  Brothers  
 
24. Another name for God or the Grand Architect of the 
Universe is _______.  Supreme Architect  
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25. A Fellowcraft is taught the value of work and the 
importance of acquiring _______.  Knowledge  
 
26. The tuck in the apron is a place for the Fellowcraft to 
hold his _______.  Working tools  
 
27. The Terrestrial and Clesterial Spheres atop the Lodge 
Columns are derived from Ancient _______.  Israel  
 
28. The _______ atop the Lodge Columns teach us that we 
Masons are to keep a straight course in li fe.  Spheres  
 
29. The _______ consist of 3, 5, and 7 steps.  Winding Stairs 
 
30. Operative Masonry _______ were paid in corn, wine, 
and oil .  Wages  
 
31. Corn symbolizes nurishment; wine symbolizes 
refreshment; and oil symbolizes _______. Joy  
 
32. Upon completing the 2nd Degree, the candidate 
symbolically is a _______ ready for the Builders' work. 
Perfect Ashlar  

MASONIC TUTORIAL   

MM MASONIC SYMBOLS 

MASTER MASON 
 
1. The Master Mason Degree is considered the candidates 
_______.  Commencement  
 
2. The MASTER Mason Degree is the _______ Degree in 
Masonry.  Highest  
 
3. Membership in other Masonic appendant bodies results 
from being a Master Mason in _______.  Good standing  
 
4. When you seek light you are seeking the _______.  Truth  
 
5. The _______ now symbolizes your strong aff ili ation with 
the craft.  Cabletow  
 
6. The _______ is the working tool of the Master Mason. 
Trowel  
 
7. The Master Mason symbolically uses the Trowel to spread 
_______.  Brotherly love and affection  
 
8. A Master Mason learns that _______ is his greatest virtue. 
Charity  
 
9. Time, Patience, and Perseverance are three Master Mason 
_______.  Virtues  
 
10. The father of ritual in America was _______.  Thomas 
Smith Webb 
  
11. The three Great _______ are, Wisdom, Strength, and 

Beauty.  Pill ars  
 
12. The Pill ar of Wisdom is symbolized by our first Grand 
Master _______.  Solomon, King of Israel  
 
13. The _______ is the symbol of Wisdom in the Lodge. 
Worshipful Master  
 
14. The Pill ar of Strength is symbolized by _______.  
Hiram, King of Tyre  
 
15. The Pill ar of Strength in our Lodge is the _______. 
Senior Warden  
 
16. The Pill ar of Beauty is symbolized by _______.  Hiram 
Abif  
 
17. The Pill ar of Beauty in our Lodge is the _______.  
Junior Warden  
 
18.The three Grand Masters met periodically in the _______.  
Sanctum Santorium or Holy of Holies  
 
19. The Sanctum Santorium housed the 10 Commandments 
kept inside the ______.  Ark of the Covenant  
 
20. In a _______, the Alter, Holy Bible, Square, and 
Compasses _______ symbolize the Ark of the Covenant.  
Masonic Lodge  
 
21. Near the Alter, the three lesser lights form a triangle 
symbolizing the _______.  Diety  
 
22. The three steps leading to the _______ Master are 
emblematic of Youth, Manhood, Old Age.  Worshipful 
Master  
 
23. The three steps leading to the _______ are symbolic of 
the Three Degrees in Masonry.  Worshipful Master  
 
24. The Pot of Incense is symbolic of a _______.  Pure heart  
 
25. The Pot that holds the Incense is symbolic of _______. 
Sacrifice  
 
26.The Bee Hive is an emblem of _______.  Industry  
 
 
27. The Tyler's Sword is a symbol to protect the Lodge from 
_______.  Imposters  
 
28. The Book of Constitutions is symbolic of _______.  
Masonic Law  
 
29. The _______ is the symbol of the Deity.  All Seeing Eye  
 
30. The Sythe is the symbol of time and the Anchor 
symbolizes _______.  Safety  
 
31. Euclid's 47th and 48th problems as applied by 
Pythagoras are the root of _______.  Geometry  
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The Bonisteel Masonic L ibrary of Ann Arbor 
accepts Masonic books, jewelry, and regalia 
from Estates.   
We recondition, catalogue, and display your 
items.  Simply box up your items and a 
Mason will stop by your home for pick up.  
You can email Bro. Kar l Grube at:  
kgrube@bonisteelml.org 

 
32. The Sprig of Acacia symbolizes _______.  Faith  
 
Reference: The Craft And Its Symbols Allen E. Roberts 1974  
 

MASONIC TUTORIAL 
Famous Brothers 

 
1. ________ surveyed prime tracts of land in Virginia for the 
British Empire. George Washington  
 
2. _______ organized Pennsylvania Modern Freemasonry 
Lodges.  Benjamin Franklin  
 
3. _______ was scupltured from rock by a Freemason on Mt. 
Rushmore.  Theodore Roosevelt  
 
4. _______ was Americas's most beloved 20th Century 
President.  Franklin Roosevelt  
 
5. _______ was a Patriot smuggler and wealthy shipping 
merchant.  John Hancock  
 
6. _______ is still praised and revered in Japan today. 
Douglas MacArthur  
 
7. _______ conducted "lodge" on ship for his Off icers.  John 
Paul Jones  
 
8. _______ was Scotland's National Bard.  Robert Burns  
 
9. _______ invented and patented the Memory-Builder 
Game.  Mark Twain  
 
10. _______ was an early American civil rights leader and 
writer.  W.E.B. DuBois  
 
11. _______ was North America's greatest Indian tribe 
unifyer.  Chief Tecumseh  
 
12. _______ was Hollywood's version of the All American 
hero.  John Wayne  
 
13. _______ gave and raised milli ons of dollars for children's 
medical research.  Danny Thomas  
 
14. According to _______ his highest honor was Grand 
Master of Missouri. Harry Truman  
 
15. _______. of Cherokee ancestry, was America's greatest 
politi cal humorist.  Will Rogers  
 
16. _______ wrote numerous English Sonnets with 
Principles of Freemasonry embedded within.  Willi am 
Shakespeare  
 
17. _______ fought the Anti-Masons to finally win the US 
Presidency.  Andrew Jackson  
 
18. _______ scholarly works rank as the off icial Briti sh 
history of WWII .  Winston Churchill' s  

 
19. _______, a brilli ant musician, was beloved by all races in 
America.  Louis Armstrong  
 
20. _______ expressed Masonic Principles in his classical 
music. Wolfgang Mozart  
 
21. _____ created America's finest research hospital.  Mayo 
Brothers  
 
22. _______ was famous for laboratory research and the 
discovery of penicilli n. Sir Alexander Fleming  
 
23. _______ established the US Supreme Court as an equal 
branch of government to the Presidency and Congress. John 
Marshall  
 
24. _______ was appointed to the US Supreme Court by 
Lyndon B. Johnson.  Thurgood Marshall   
 
25. _______ surrendered to Brother Ulysses S. Grant ending 
the US Civil War.  Brother Robert E. Lee  
 
26. _______ holds the highest li fetime batting average in 
major league baseball .  Ty Cobb  
 
27. _______ was the boxing inspiration for a kid from 
Louivill e, Cassius Clay. Sugar Ray Robinson  
 
28. _______ is recognized as the world's greatest industrial 
entrepreneur. Henry Ford  
 
29. _______ was the architect who designed the US Capitol 
building.  James Hoban  
 
30. _______ was America's greatest "servicemen's 
entertainer".  Bob Hope  
 
31. _______ was a rail road magnate and Founder of Stanford 
University.  Leland Stanford  
 
32. _______ wrote America's Starts and Stripes Forever.  
John Philli p Sousa 
 
 
MASONIC MEMORY-BUILDER GAME was adapted from 
Interesting Facts About Masonry The Grand Lodge of Free 
& Accepted Masons of the State of Michigan. Gaming format 
was inspired from THE GAME: Mark Twain's Memory-
Builder.  

 
Karl W. Grube, Ph.D., President Bonisteel Masonic Library 
Masonic Education Officer Ann Arbor Fraternity Lodge No. 
262,  
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R A I SE D  A  M A ST E R  M A SO N  

 
At just what period in Masonry the word “raised” was used for 
the first time would be hard to determine. It might well be that 
it was used among the early Operative Craft; however, it is 
phrase “Raised a Master Mason” was accepted as part of the 
symbolic initiatory ritual. The evolution of the word “raised” 
and the symbolic meaning to the Master Mason is very 
interesting. One of the early references may be found in Greek 
and Roman mythology. Also, it is a historical fact that when a 
child was born the midwife would wrap it in cloth and carry it 
outside the house and lay it upon the ground. The father would 
then go out and examine the child for any defectiveness. If the 
father did not wish to keep the child he would walk back into 
the house leaving the child uncovered to the elements there to 
die of exposure. On the other hand, if the father liked what he 
saw and wished to keep the child, he would take it in his arms 
and raise it from the ground and carry it back into the house. 
This act of raising the child symbolized the acceptance by the 
father of assuming the responsibilit y of feeding, clothing and 
educating the child until it was able to care for itself. In Roman 
mythology you may remember the story of Romulus an Remus 
and how their father, who did not want them, took them into 
the hill s and left them to be devoured by wolves, and how a 
young she-wolf (who had just lost her cubs) found the two 
children and nursed them. The story tells of how they grew up 
with the wolves and still l ater, how Romulus founded the 
country of Rome, and so forth. 
This early reference to the word “raised” regarding children is 
used today in every country of the civili zed word, “ we raise 
our children.”  Thus, Masonically, when we raise a Master 
mason, we are symbolically saying that we accept him into the 
Fraternity and that we are taking on the responsibilit y of 
teaching or instructing him into the ways of a faithful member 
of the Fraternity. Another story which we attribute to the word 
“raised” is as follows: Those responsible for designing and 
preparing the degree work for the Speculative Craft, intended 
the action of raising a Master mason to represent the 
immortality of the soul; and, and the Savior arose from the 
dead, to prove the immortality of the soul, so the Master Mason 
is raised as if from the grave. Another story which is also 
accepted by many Masons is as follows: John the Baptist, who 
was the first patron saint of Masonry, in his act of Baptist, 
symbolized the rebirth of the soul, that of being reborn into a 
new way of li fe, the washing off of the old and the taking on of 
a new identification. Thus, the Master Mason who is raised is 
actually being baptized into a new way of li fe. In fact, he 
represents a newly born person into a new world of 
responsibilit y. Fact, fable or fantasy, we may find all three 
here. 
Facts, Fables and Fantasies of Freemasonry 2nd Edition 1968 By 
Willi am A. Brown 
 

 
 

T H E  V E SI C A  P I SC I S  

 

   
 
Masonic Reading and reflection has the same appeal as 
picking up agates along the shore of Lake Superior 
(Michigan). It is a leisurely activity, undertaken to divest 
oneself of the cares and concerns of everyday li fe. 
Occasionally, one picks up a real gem, and adds it to a 
permanent collection. A friend recently loaned me a box of 
old Masonic books. It contained, among other works, a littl e 
volume by Rev. George Oliver called The Freemason’s 
Treasury, printed in London in 1863. Unlike most 19th 
century Masonic authors, Oliver was a lively writer and a 
well -read (if somewhat erratic) scholar. In his Treasury, 
Oliver reproduces a figure, called the Vesica Piscis, and 
makes an intriguing remark:  
“ Its scientific application… undoubtedly constituted the great 
secret of operative Freemasonry which was communicated to 
few; and hence, in the process of time, like the pronunciation 
of the Tetragrammaton amongst the Jews, it fell i nto 
desuetude, and at length was irrecoverable lost.”  

Oliver observes that Vesica Piscis was used by ancient 
Egyptian architects to dimension sacred building, but gives 
no further details. There clearly IS a secret in that figure, 
and it was not that hard to discover. High School geometry 
and a littl e algebra provide the clue. The Vesica Piscis is 
extremely easy to draw: make a straight line, and mark two 
points upon it. Let each point become the center of a circle, 
making each radius exactly the distance between the points. 
The overlap between the two circle is called in Latin the 
“ fish bladder” from its shape. (Footballs were originally 
made from bladders.) Repeated, it looks like the eye on 
Egyptian statue. The Vesica Piscis is also remarkable useful. 
The ratio of its long axis to the short one is exactly the 
square root of three. Socrates described a similar 
construction, which makes the square root of two. Jean 
Gimpel in The Cathedral Builders has proposed this square 
as another candidate for “ the great secret of operative 
Freemasonry.”  

What do these figures have in common? Why might these 
constructions have been so important to operative masons 
that they swore oaths not to reveal them? The answer lies in 
a center problem of building construction: a supporting 
member must bear its own weight, as well as that of the 
structure bearing upon it. Simply doubling and tripling all 
dimensions of a column, for example, quickly produces a 
member that collapses under it own weight. The volume, and 
hence the weight, of the member increases by a factor of 
eight (all dimensions doubled) or 27 (all dimensions tripled.)  
It takes five pages of mathematics to prove what is now 
called the ” stress strain material law.”  

Fj = AE(uj-ui)/L 

“ When we raise a Master Mason, we are 
symbolically saying that we accept him into 
the Fraternity and that we are taking on the 
responsibilit y of teaching or instructing him 
into the ways of a faithful member of the 
Fraternity” . 
 
Photo By Mitchell Ozog 
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H O N G  F A I ’ S  L A ST  ST A N D  

( Hong Fai Chang,  July 10, 1924 - April 20, 2005) 
  
It was a spring day, warm for once,  
A Tuesday morning as I went to visit  
The Superior Woods Healthcare facilit y. 
This was not my first visit. 
The nursing home Past Master Hong Fai Chang  
Had checked into is near my home,  
And I pass it every day on the way to work.  
  
I began making regular stops,  
As I know some of the other caring brothers 
Like Justin and Rich did. 
This morning was blue skies and green grass bending in the 
April breeze. 
I arrived at Hong Fai’s room and 
Found his name missing from the door.  
  
In sudden wonder, I retreated to the nurse’s Station  
And asked what had happened.  
My throat didn’ t feel right. 
I was worried he had been transferred again – or worse.  
The nurse paused, looking up from her charts 
And replied, pointing, “he’s in physical therapy.  
Check for him there!”  
  
This friendly attitude was a relief. 
I walked into the room she indicated  
And found two rows of patients, all sitting, stretching 
And performing simple exercises, but no Hong Fai… 
I recognized his roommate, George, sitting near the door.  
We’d been introduced before. 
  
Hi George”, I began, “ I’m looking for your roommate,  
Hong Fai. Have you seen him?”  
“No, he’s probably in the bathroom answered George.  
I asked, “Will you let him know I said hello  
And stopped by when you see him?”  
“Sure thing will do!” George replied. 
“George, you won’ t remember that, will you?”  
Asked the therapist, sitting across from him. 
“No, probably not,” came George’s smili ng reply. 
Figuring I would check in on Hong Fai later in the week,  
I marched out to the car, started the engine  
And checked my cell phone’s voicemail , as I always do. 
  
Victims of the modern era, we realtors and Past master both.  
I noticed a woman in nurse’s dress beginning the long walk  
To the parking lot, Surprisingly,  
She walked to my car and tapped on my window. 
“Hong Fai’s out front now,”  
She said,  
“He was out walking, we do it every day for exercise.”  
  
I turned the car off and returned to the lobby.  
Hong Fai was sitting and smili ng, brightly.  

 Our ancient brethren somehow knew what it tells us: they 
could triple the height of a supporting member, with the 
same strength, by increasing its lateral dimensions by only 
the square root of three. Its weight increased by a factor of 
nine instead of twenty seven. 
The abilit y to construct Vasica Piscis thus allowed operative 
freemasons to triple the area of any given figure. This was 
useful when there was no standard measure of length. All 
dimensions in the greatest cathedral could be taken from a 
single standard – for example, the stone set in the Northeast 
corner. No wonder they kept it a secret! Right after I worked 
this out, I saw one of those bumper stickers devout Christians 
sometimes display.  
According to my Britannica, “The use of the fish as a 
Christian symbol probably derived from the combination of 
initial letters of the Greek words meaning ‘Jesus Christ, Son 
of God, Savior’ (ICHTHYS) and the Greek word for fish, 
ichthys. Fresh from my calculations, I saw Vesica Piscis leap 
to my eye from that car bumper. It is at least possible that 
this fish-figure, found carved in the catacombs under ancient 
Rome, also conceals the ancient Masonic secret of tripling an 
area to produce the strongest upright member possible. The 
significance of the number tree should be obvious in this 
context. 
 
Raymond L. Holcamb. PM, Golden Rule No. 159 Ann Arbor, 
Michigan 
 
   

Rev. George Oliver 
November 5, 1782 - March 3, 1867  
One of the most distinguished and 
learned of English freemasons, 
George Oliver is remembered as a 
laborious antiquary and author on 
both Masonic and ecclesiastical 
themes. While his erroneous 
theories and fanciful speculations 

 

on the early history of Freemasonry must be rejected, his 
laborious researches and genuine scholarship requires 
that he be placed as the founder of what may well be 
called the literary school of Freemasonry. 
Initiated: 1801 
Saint Peter's Lodge, Peterborough 
Provincial Grand Steward: 1813 
Provincial Deputy Grand Master, Lincolnshire: 1832 
Past Deputy Grand Master, Massachusetts 

 

Source: Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, Albert Mackey. 
Photos of Vesica Piscis 
http://www.philomuse.com/kingfisher/lab/vp.htm 
  
The Vesica Piscis as a symbol, it was frequently employed as a church 
decoration by the Freemasons of the Middle Ages. The seals of all 
colleges, abbeys, and other religious communities, as well as of 
ecclesiastical persons, were invariably made of this shape. Hence, in 
reference to the religious character of the Institution, it has been 
suggested that the seals of Masonic Lodges should also have that form, 
instead of the circular one now used. 
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“So good to see you.” We began chatting  
About all manner of things,  
From the helpful staff at the nursing home to his family,  
Possibiliti es for his health  
And all the research the University of Michigan had 
performed.  
  
He even called out loud time  
A nurse would pass by to thank 
Them for all their help,  
His attitude was friendly, relaxed and laughing,  
As I remember him so often from the Lodge and from the 
Grotto. 
  
Finally, when it was time to leave,  
He gripped my hand and we said goodbye, 
Not knowing when our next meeting would be. 
His smile was bright and impeccable,  
Matching his eyes, which sparkled in the spring sunlight. 
  
The man was a class act, and a great brother.  
All who knew him misses Hong Fai Chang,  
And enjoyed his company.  
I’ ll never forget the Grand Architect’s design in making 
certain  
I had a chance to visit with the brother one last time  
Before it is my turn to go on and join him. 
  
Now my Brethren, the roll of the workmen has been called,  
And one Master Mason has not answered to his name.  
Hong Fai has laid down the working tools of the Craft and 
with them 
He has left that mortal part for which he no longer has use.  
  
His labors here below have taught him  
To divest his heart and conscience of the vices  
And superfluities of li fe, thereby fitting his mind  
As a living stone for the spiritual building-that 
House not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
  
Sean Dykhouse, PM, AAF 262 Ann Arbor, Michigan 
  

 

A  C O N C I SE  H I ST O R Y  O F  T H E  G R A N D  
L O D G E  O F  G R E E C E  

 
By Ioannis A. Souvaliotis 

P. Grand Secretary (1998 - 2001)  

In 1993, the Grand Lodge of Greece (G.L.G.) was 
erroneously accused of indulging in politi cs. Like the 
accusations directed previously against it and being refuted, 
the politi cs one was refuted as well . Nevertheless, the 
researcher or the historian of Greek Freemasonry is bound to 
find out that Freemasons played a major role in national and 
politi cal issues. From the preparation of Greece's liberation 
from the Turkish yoke right up to the second world war, the 
National struggles walked hand in hand with the 
achievements of the "Sons of Light". We expect that the 
team of historians who are conducting a research presently in 
a professional manner, will shed light on these glorious 
times, glorious for our Country as well as for the Craft. 
At this time, suff ice it to say that the founders of the "Phili ki 
Etairia" (Friendly Society), many of the war lords with 
Brother Theodore Colocotronis in the forefront, all bear the 
mark of Freemasonry. The words of Theodore Colocotronis, 
namesake and grandson of the warlord, in the preface of his 
book on the Friendly Society titled "High Priests of the 
Elefsinians" say it all: "Blessed be the Masonic Lodges 
which baptized you in the baptismal font of L iberty" - 
Indeed, the inspired founders of the "Phili ki Etairia", had 
been nursed with the milk of Freedom by their Mother 
Lodges. Their memory will remain sacred to all Hellenes. 
After the tragic fall of Constantinople in 1453, and 
throughout the dark period of foreign occupation, prominent 
Greeks of the Diaspora, organized schools and societies, 
attracting a considerable number of Philellenes, with the idea 
of liberating Greece. During the 18th century, a number of 
quasi-Masonic institutions existed throughout Europe, with 
that aim, till t he creation of the "Phili ki Etairia" in Odessa, in 
1814, which prepared and organized the revolution of 1821. 
The "Phili ki Etairia" was initially created by three Masons 
and subsequently joined by many others. Meanwhile, in 
1811, a prominent Mason, Dionyssios Romas, assisted by the 
Duke of Sussex, Grand Master of Masons of England, 
founded the "Serene Grand Orient of Greece" (S.G.O.G.) 
(Grand Lodge) in the Orient of Corfu, one of the Ionian 
islands, which had not been occupied by the Turks. The 
cataclysmic events which followed, events that culminated in 
the liberation of Greece, naturally brought many changes to 
the society in general and to the Masonic movement in 
particular. A number of Lodges were created in the Ionian 
islands as well as on the mainland and although the "Serene 
Grand Orient" disbanded in 1843, its creation has been and is 
being considered as the origin of the off icial Greek 
Freemasonry and Dionyssios Romas as the first Grand 
Master of Masons in Greece. For a number of years, various 
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Lodges were created in Greece and specifically in Athens, 
Piraeus, Chalkis, Corfu, Patras, Syros, Lamia and Argos. 
Since there was no central Masonic Authority in Greece at 
that time, these Lodges had been created under the Grand 
Orient of Italy. In 1864 these Lodges asked that Grand 
Orient, for a dispensation of an independent Masonic 
Authority in their own Country. The Grand Orient authorized 
them to institute a Masonic directorate which was indeed 
created in 1864. Prominent members of the Government and 
of the scholar community became members of this 
directorate. 
After considerable exchange of correspondence between the 
directorate and the Grand Orient of Italy, the latter, granted 
dispensation and recognized as regular, the "Serene Grand 
Orient (Grand Lodge) of Greece" (S.G.O.G.). 
Masonry in Greece, existed in parallel with the young Greek 
State and shared the joys of its evolution as well as the 
hardships of the turbulent years that followed. Prominent 
Masons, individually, as true "Sons of light", were involved 
in the field of education, but also in the struggle for the 
liberation of other Greek territories. A number of them fell i n 
those noble causes. 
A milestone in Greek Masonry is December 2 1927 when the 
S.G.O.G., by Presidential Decree, was recognized as a 
Foundation, its aims being philosophical and philanthropic. 
This status is a justification of the aims of Freemasonry, a 
prominent one being a relentless struggle against illit eracy, 
by the institution and sponsoring of schools, especially 
schools for working youths. In spite of its off icial recognition 
by the State, Freemasonry was at times the target of attacks 
by some Church circles as well as by individual Press ones. 
The effect of such attacks was mostly felt by Lodges in small 
communities. But the Masonic movement withstood these 
attacks and Masonry kept growing. In 1930, after 
considerable efforts, financial sacrifices by its members and 
a contribution by the Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite, 
Masonry had its Masonic Hall i n Athens, owned by 80 per 
cent by the Grand Lodge of Greece (G.L.G.) and by 20 per 
cent by the Supreme Council . Those beautiful premises were 
very adequate at that time. At about the same time, the city of 
Piraeus obtained its Masonic Hall while provincial Lodges 
were gradually being settled in proper housing. 
As the 30s decade was drawing towards its end, the clouds of 
war were gathering over Europe and when the war came for 
Greece, many Greek Masons participated actively in the epic 
struggle on the Northern Epirus mountains, while the Lodges 
in the cities were helping in any way they could, mainly by 
sending parcels of woolen clothing to help the troops to face 
the hard wintery conditions. At the Nation's helm at the time, 
were two Masons: The King and the Prime Minister. Greece 
was then fighting for its independence and its freedom. It 
gave the Free World its first victory since the rest of Europe 
had fallen to the Nazi divisions and England stood alone 
awaiting a possible invasion of the British Isles. Within 21 
days since their invasion, the Germans reached Athens and 
one of their first actions was to go to the Masonic Hall , 
confiscate whatever records were left there and inflict serious 
damage to the property. This was the fate of the other 
Masonic properties throughout the Country as well . Then 
they proceeded to the residence of the then Grand Master, 

M.W. Bro. Philotas Papageorgiou and placed him under 
arrest. He was taken to prison where he was kept under very 
harsh conditions, which caused irrevocable damage to his 
health and although he was released some seven months 
later, he never recovered and died in 1947. 
After the war, the G.L.G. embarked on the diff icult task of 
reconstruction and recovery and it must be noted here that 
considerable help came from Lodges abroad mainly from 
U.S.A. Soon, the Masonic Hall of Athens was restored to its 
previous splendor and the harmonious sound of the gavels 
echoed in all the Lodge rooms. Impressive charity work was 
undertaken again, the most prominent activities being the 
sponsoring of schools for working youths and the "Hellenic 
Anti-Cancer Society" that provides continuously since 1959 
shelter and relief to victims of that ill ness. 
As travel was becoming more accessible to all social strata, 
communication with other Masonic Powers was on the 
increase and intervisitations became more frequent. An 
English speaking Lodge "Parthenon" # 112 was created, 
which took care of the Masonic needs of a number of foreign 
visitors and residents in this country. By the early 60s it had 
become evident that the Athens Masonic Hall was not 
adequate, among the various solutions proposed, the 
demoliti on of the existing premises and the erection of new 
and more spacious ones in its place was chosen. This called 
for considerable expenses, which were undertaken by the 
members and in May 1965 the demoliti on started. By April 
1967, the new and splendid building was ready and housed 
the Athens Lodges again. 
Three more foreign language Lodges were consecrated in the 
city of Athens, "Apollo" # 98 in German, "La Tradition 
Francaise" # 125 in French, and "Giuseppe Garibaldi" #130 
in Italian. 
Craft Masonry in Athens, Piraeus and at the provinces kept 
growing, Lodges were flourishing and the number of 
Brethren increased steadily. Among the new Lodges that 
were created, there was one in the historical city of Elefsis, 
another one in Corinth, which for the time being meets in 
Athens and another in the suburb of Glyfada, thus marking 
the decentralization concept of the Athens metropolitan area. 
The obediency of the G.L.G. includes eight Lodges in the 
Republic of Cyprus which operate in the main cities of the 
island. Meanwhile, in the mid eighties, in one of the 
constitutional General Assemblies, the G.L.G. became A.F. 
and A.M., becoming this way aligned with the prevaili ng 
system of world Masonry. 
The fantastic growth of the 80s coincided with a deplorable 
act by a group of some fanatic members who were aiming at 
high posts but had not been elected to them. Nevertheless the 
schism was a fact. That runaway group soon broke into four 
other groups. However, the effect on the Grand Lodge was 
minimal, as the latter has been experiencing an 
unprecedented growth, with the preponderance of the regular 
World Grand Lodges remaining in amity with the G.L.G. 
while fraternal relations with them are continuously 
enhancing. 
In 1993, York Rite Grand Chapter, under the aegis of the 
Grand Lodge of Greece was created and its effects in terms 
of substance and growth were spectacular. At this time there 
are 21 R.A. Chapters. The General Grand Chapter 
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International recognizes exclusively this Grand Chapter in 
Greece. 
The G.L.G., is now numbering a membership of over 8000 
which is increasing and exceeds the normal attrition and 
covers suff iciently all of the Country. 
Its intellectual, social and philanthropic achievements are 
indeed impressive and include among others: 
The edition of the Masonic Bulletin "Pythagoras" initially 
published in 1882 and containing only texts of Masonic 
interest. This Bulletin is edited in the greek language twice a 
year and distributed free of charge among all Freemasons of 
the G.L.G. There is also since 1994, a yearly edition of 
"Pythagoras" in the english language, containing articles and 
important Masonic news translated from the greek as well as 
the contributions of selected foreign Masonic articles. This 
edition in english is sent to all Grand Lodges, with which the 
G.L.G. maintains mutual amicable relations, thus inviting a 
closer spiritual communication and a strengthening of the 
international fraternal bonds. 
The biannual Open Events, taking place at the promises of 
the Athens Masonic Hall . These events consist of round table 
Conferences referring to cultural, scientific and social 
subjects treated by experts or specialists. The large audience 
consists of Masons and non-Masons who have the 
opportunity to attend an interesting and wide-ranging 
discussion every time the opening speeches. 
Twice a year also, since 1989, Freemasons, under the care of 
the Voluntary Blood Donation Service of the G.L.G., give 
blood at the Athens and Piraeus Masonic Halls, for the 
benefit of the Childrens' Hospital "Agia Sophia", specially 
for those suffering from Cooley's anaemia. 
Furthermore, in order to enable this Hospital to meet its 
increasing needs for blood, the G.L.G. offered a fully 
equipped and state of the art blood collection vehicle of great 
value. 
On the other hand there is also a large contribution of 
Masons in postmortem donation of human organs, under the 
supervision of the Greek Ministry of Health. 

In addition, a second blood collection vehicle of a budget of 
120,000 or GRD 40,890,000 is under construction to be 

donated to the Hospital of Ioannina, for covering the blood 
collection needs of Hepirus and west Macedonia regions. 

The G.L.G.'s assistance to the earthquake (Pyrgos, District of 
Western Macedonia, Pafos in Cyprus) and flood 
(Metamorphosis Karditsa, Xanthi) victims; the reequipment 
of earthquake stricken hospitals (Pyrgos, Kozani); the grant 
of scholarships to fereign postgraduate students in 
International Law under the auspices of the Aristotelian 
University (Thessaloniki). 
The grant of two other vehicles to the Cyprus Cancer 
Assosiation in order to enable it to expand its home care 
service to many provinces of the island; the donation of a 
sophisticated and very useful medical instrument, requested 
by the Department of Paediatrics at the Aristotelian 
University; the important offer of a large amount of money to 
support the construction of a hospital wing in Thessaloniki 
for children suffering from cancer ("Storgi" Assosiation) and 
of a nursery, where parents may leave infants or small 

children in charge of nurses ("Merimna tou Paediou" 
Assosiation). 
The total amount in drachmas, donated by the Grand Lodge 
of Greece in various charities, between 1993 and 2001, came 
up to 504,049.05 or GRD 171,754,715. 
The Grand Lodge of Greece, through the Masonic 
Foundation, donated 10 new prefabricated houses, according 
to specifications prescribed by the Ministry of Housing, 
along with 80 beds and mattresses, to the municipality of 
Ano Liossia, for the needs of the haveless famili es whose 
houses were destroyed in the strong earthquake of September 
7, 1999. 
In summary, the Masonic work is great, wonderful but never 
ends. It will continue and it will guarantee that Greek 
Masonry - the Grand Lodge of Greece - has met successfully 
the test of Greatness and will continue to do so. 
 
This is reproduced here with permission of Grand Lodge of 
Greece. - http://www.grandlodge.gr/history.html  
 

PARTHENON LODGE, Nr 3 

 

 

 

 

Parthenon Lodge No. 3 was originally founded as 
Parthenon Lodge No. 112 in Athens, Greece, by 
the issue of Grand Lodge of Greece Warrant No. 
141 dated 7th February, 1952. 
All business of the Lodge was and still i s 
conducted in the English language. Its founding 
members were mainly Briti sh and American 
expatriates employed in Greece in shipping and 
associated industries mainly. 

 

6DLQW�*HRUJH¶V� /RGJH�LV�DQ�(QJOLVK�
VSHDNLQJ� /RGJH� ZRUNLQJ� XQGHU� WKH�
DXVSLFHV� RI� WKH� 1DWLRQDO� *UDQG�
/RGJH�RI�*UHHFH�� ,W�PHHWV�UHJXODUO\�
HYHU\� �WK� 7KXUVGD\� RI� WKH� PRQWKV�
6HSWHPEHU�� 2FWREHU�� 1RYHPEHU��
-DQXDU\��)HEUXDU\��0DUFK��$SULO�DQG�
0D\��7KH�LGHD�WKDW�WKH�/RGJH�VKRXOG�
EH�IRUPHG�FDPH�DERXW�IURP�D�JURXS�
RI� H[SDWULDWHV� IURP� (QJODQG� ZKR�
ZHUH�DOO�EURWKHUV�DQG�ZHUH�PHHWLQJ�
VRFLDOO\� LQ� D� KRWHO� LQ� $WKHQV� DV� WKH�
6W�� *HRUJH¶V� FOXE�� 7KH\� GHFLGHG� WR�
IRUP� DQ� (QJOLVK�VSHDNLQJ� /RGJH� LQ�
$WKHQV�� ZKHUH� WKH\� FRXOG� PHHW�
UHJXODUO\� DQG� IXUWKHU� DGYDQFH� WKHLU�
0DVRQLF� FDUULHUV�� 7KH� DSSOLFDWLRQ� WR�
IRUP� WKH� /RGJH� ZDV� DFFHSWHG� DQG�
WKH� /RGJH� ZDV� FRQVHFUDWHG� RQ� WKH�
��WK�RI�-DQXDU\������ �

 

ST GEORGE’S LODGE Nr 52 

 

Sources: 
National 
Grand Lodge 
of Greece, 
http://www.ngl
greece.org/ho
me.asp?lang=
EN 
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T H E  L I G H T  H O U SE  

Their is a longing in ever mason heart to be great but this 

dose not necessarily mean to be widely known nor have ones 

name inscribed on tablets in the hall of fame only a small 

share of the Masonic family can do that no matter how great 

the effort or how successful in the ordinary walks of li fe.  

But there is greatness for more honorable than that which is 

written on the pages of history and lauded down by each 

succeeding generation. If each can take part in this phase of a 

great Masonic li fe. First let us see how it should began and 

develop it in its earliest stages as an E. P. and this will have 

more effect on F. C. and Mason.  

You must have the key that unlocks the door. Because the 

first lesson you were thought in masonry that in all of our 

works great or small . Begun or finish.  

We should seek the aid of almighty GOD DEED: you have 

the power to modify or alter your deeds because every time 

you act you modify your character for good or ill . 

CHARACTER: combines the results of a number of deeds. 

CHARACTERISTICS! Are fixed habits of the mind the 

results of deeds so as mas (mason) is the doer of his own 

deeds he is the maker of his own character! 

 

That valuable branch of education, which is the MASTER 

KEY of Keys of this ancient and honorable society of free 

and accepted mason. 

 

And FINALLY! My brethren seek yea the narrow path and 

the straight gate!   With enthusiasm the heat of imagination 

excitement of the mind a violent passion in pursuit of some 

object hence when that same heat of imagination 

chastised by reason and experience leads to an elevated fancy 

a noble deed such as the ENTHUSIASM of the 

              Sculptor. 

                            Painter. 

                                       Musician. 

                       Lawyer. 

                                                                  And The Traveler. 

 

 

Given under my Hands 

January 11. AL. 5996 A. D. 1996 

W. Bro. Carlton T. Johnson P. M. 

Abiff Lodge #21 f. am 

In the city of Detroit. 

State of M Michigan (USA) 
           (Prince Hall ) 

T H E  SE C R E T  D O C T R I N E  

By Joseph Fort Newton 

GOD ever shields us from premature ideas, said the gracious 
and wise Emerson; and so does nature. She holds back her 
secrets until man is fit to be entrusted with them, lest by 
rashness he destroy himself. Those who seek find, not because 
the truth is far off , but because the discipline of the quest 
makes them ready for the truth, and worthy to receive it. By a 
certain sure instinct the great teachers of our race have regarded 
the highest truth less as a gift bestowed than as a trophy to be 
won. Everything must not be told to everybody. Truth is power, 
and when held by untrue hands it may become a plague. Even 
Jesus had His "littl e flock" to whom He confided much which 
He kept from the world, or else taught it in parables cryptic and 
veiled. One of His sayings in explanation of His method is 
quoted by Clement of Alexandria in his Homili es: 

It was not from grudgingness that our Lord gave the 
charge in a certain Gospel: "My mystery is for Me and 
the sons of My house." 

This more withdrawn teaching, hinted in the saying of the 
Master, with the arts of spiritual culture employed, has come to 
be known as the Secret Doctrine, or the Hidden Wisdom. A 
persistent tradition aff irms that throughout the ages, and in 
every land, behind the system of faith accepted by the masses 
an inner and deeper doctrine has been held and taught by those 
able to grasp it. This hidden faith has undergone many changes 
of outward expression, using now one set of symbols and now 
another, but its central tenets have remained the same; and 
necessarily so, since the ultimates of thought are ever 
immutable. By the same token, those who have eyes to see 
have no diff iculty in penetrating the varying veils of expression 
and identifying the underlying truths; thus confirming in the 
arcana of faith what we found to be true in its earliest forms--
the oneness of the human mind and the unity of truth. 

There are those who resent the suggestion that there is, or can 
be, secrecy in regard to spiritual truths which, if momentous at 
all , are of common moment to all . For this reason Demonax, in 
the Lucian play, would not be initiated, because, if the 

Mysteries were bad, he would not keep silent as a warning; and 
if they were good, he would proclaim them as a duty. The 
objection is, however, unsound, as a littl e thought will reveal. 
Secrecy in such matters inheres in the nature of the truths 
themselves, not in any affected superiority of a few elect 
minds. Quali fication for the knowledge of higher things is, and 
must always be, a matter of personal fitness. Other 
quali fication there is none. For those who have that fitness the 
Secret Doctrine is as clear as sunlight, and for those who have 
it not the truth would still be secret though shouted from the 
house-top. The Grecian Mysteries were certainly secret, yet the 
fact of their existence was a matter of common knowledge, and 
there was no more secrecy about their sanctuaries than there is 
about a cathedral. Their presence testified to the public that a 
deeper than the popular faith did exist, but the right to 
admission into them depended upon the whole-hearted wish of 
the aspirant, and his willi ngness to fit himself to know the 
truth. The old maxim applies here, that when the pupil i s ready 
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the teacher is found waiting, and he passes on to know a 
truth hitherto hidden because he lacked either the aptitude 
or the desire. 

All i s mystery as of course, but mystification is another 
thing, and the tendency to befog a theme which needs to be 
clarified, is to be regretted. Here 

lies, perhaps, the real reason for the feeling of resentment 
against the idea of a Secret Doctrine, and one must admit 
that it is not without justification. For example, we are told 
that behind the age-long struggle of man to know the truth 
there exists a hidden fraternity of initiates, adepts in 
esoteric lore, known to themselves but not to the world, 
who have had in their keeping, through the centuries, the 
high truths which they permit to be dimly adumbrated in 
the popular faiths, but which the rest of the race are too 
obtuse, even yet, to grasp save in an imperfect and limited 
degree. These hidden sages, it would seem, look upon our 
eager aspiring humanity much like the patient masters of 
an idiot school, watching it go on forever seeking without 
finding, while they sit in seclusion keeping the keys of the 
occult. All of which would be very wonderful, if true. It is, 
however, only one more of those fascinating fictions with 
which mystery-mongers entertain themselves, and deceive 
others. Small wonder that thinking men turn from such 
fanciful folly with mingled feelings of pity and disgust. 
Sages there have been in every land and time, and their 
lofty wisdom has the unity which inheres in all high 
human thought, but that there is now, or has ever been, a 
conscious, much less a continuous, fellowship of superior 
souls holding as secrets truths denied to their fellow-men, 
verges upon the absurd. 

Indeed, what is called the Secret Doctrine differs not one 
whit from what has been taught openly and earnestly, so 
far as such truth can be taught in words or pictured in 
symbols, by the highest minds of almost every land and 
language. The difference lies less in what is taught than in 
the way in which it is taught; not so much in matter as in 
method. Also, we must not forget that, with few 
exceptions, the men who have led our race farthest along 
the way toward the Mount of Vision, have not been men 
who learned their lore from any coterie of esoteric experts, 
but, rather, men who told in song what they had been 
taught in sorrow--initiates into eternal truth, to be sure, but 
by the grace of God and the divine right of genius! Seers, 
sages, mystics, saints--these are they who, having sought 
in sincerity, found in reality, and the memory of them is a 
kind of religion. Some of them, like Pythagoras, were 
trained for their quest in the schools of the Secret Doctrine, 
but others went their way alone, though never unattended, 
and, led by "the vision splendid," they came at last to the 
gate and passed into the City. 

Why, then, it may be asked, speak of such a thing as the 
Secret Doctrine at all , since it were better named the Open 
Secret of the world? For two reasons, both of which have 
been intimated: first, in the olden times unwonted 
knowledge of any kind was a very dangerous possession, 
and the truths of science and philosophy, equally with 

religious ideas other than those in vogue among the multitude, 
had to seek the protection of obscurity. If this necessity gave 
designing priestcraft its opportunity, it nevertheless offered the 
security and silence needed by the thinker and seeker after truth 
in dark times. Hence there arose in the ancient world, wherever 
the human mind was alive and spiritual, systems of exoteric 
and esoteric instruction; that is, of truth taught openly and truth 
concealed. Disciples were advanced from the outside to the 
inside of this divine philosophy, as we have seen, by degrees of 
initiation. Whereas, by symbols, dark sayings, and dramatic 
ritual the novice received only hints of what was later made 
plain. 

Second, this hidden teaching may indeed be described as the 
open secret of the world, because it is open, yet understood 
only by those fit to receive it. What kept it hidden was no 
arbitrary restriction, but only a lack of insight and fineness of 
mind to appreciate and assimilate it. Nor could it be otherwise; 
and this is as true today as ever it was in the days of the 
Mysteries, and so it will be until whatever is to be the end of 
mortal things. Fitness for the finer truths cannot be conferred; it 
must be developed. Without it the teachings of the sages are 
enigmas that seem unintelli gible, if not contradictory. In so far, 
then, as the discipline of initiation, and its use of art in drama 
and symbol, help toward purity of soul and spiritual 
awakening, by so much do they prepare men for the truth; by 
so much and no further. So that, the Secret Doctrine, whether 
as taught by the ancient Mysteries or by modern Masonry, is 
less a doctrine than a discipline; a method of organized spiritual 
culture, and as such has a place and a ministry among men. 

II  

Perhaps the greatest student in this field of esoteric teaching 
and method, certainly the greatest now living, is Arthur Edward 
Waite, to whom it is a pleasure to pay tribute. By nature a 
symbolist, if not a sacramentalist, he found in such studies a 
task for which he was almost ideally fitted by temperament, 
training, and genius. Engaged in business, but not absorbed by 
it, years of quiet, leisurely toil have made him master of the 
vast literature and lore of his subject, to the study of which he 
brought a religious nature, the accuracy and skill of a scholar, a 
sureness and delicacy of insight at once sympathetic and 
critical, the soul of a poet, and a patience as untiring as it is 
rewarding; qualiti es rare indeed, and still more rarely blended. 
Proli fic but seldom prolix, he writes with grace, ease, and 
lucidity, albeit in a style often opulent, and touched at times 
with lights and jewels from old alchemists, antique liturgies, 
remote and haunting romance, secret orders of initiation, and 
other recondite sources not easily traced. Much learning and 
many kinds of wisdom are in his pages, and withal an air of 
serenity, of tolerance; and if he is of those who turn down 
another street when miracles are performed in the 
neighborhood, it is because, having found the inner truth, he 
asks for no sign. 

Always he writes in the conviction that all great subjects bring 
us back to the one subject which is alone great, and that 
scholarly criticisms, folk-lore, and deep philosophy are littl e 
less than useless if they fall short of directing us to our true 
end--the attainment of that living Truth which is about us 
everywhere. He conceives of our mortal li fe as one eternal 
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Quest of that living Truth, taking many phases and forms, yet 
ever at heart the same aspiration, to trace which he has made 
it his labor and joy to essay. Through all his pages he is 
following out the tradition of this Quest, in its myriad 
aspects, especially since the Christian era, disfigured though 
it has been at times by superstition, and distorted at others by 
bigotry, but still , in what guise soever, containing as its 
secret the meaning of the li fe of man from his birth to his 
reunion with God who is his Goal. And the result is a series 
of volumes noble in form, united in aim, unique in wealth of 
revealing beauty, and of unequalled worth. 

Beginning as far back as 1886, Waite issued his study of the 
Mysteries of Magic, a digest of the writings of Eliphas Levi, 
to whom Albert Pike was more indebted than he let us know. 
Then followed the Real History of the Rosicrucians, which 
traces, as far as any mortal may trace, the thread of fact 
whereon is strung the romance of a fraternity the very 
existence of which has been doubted and denied by turns. 
Like all his work, it bears the impress of knowledge from the 
actual sources, betraying his extraordinary learning and his 
exceptional experience in this kind of inquiry. Of the Quest 
in its distinctively Christian aspect, he has written in The 
Hidden Church of the Holy Graal; a work of rare beauty, of 
bewildering richness, written in a style which, partaking of 
the quality of the story told, is not at all after the manner of 
these days. But the Graal Legend is only one aspect of the 
old-world sacred Quest, uniting the symbols of chivalry with 
Christian faith. Masonry is another; and no one may ever 
hope to write of The Secret Tradition in Masonry with more 
insight and charm, or a touch more sure and revealing, than 
this gracious student for whom Masonry perpetuates the 
instituted Mysteries of antiquity, with much else derived 
from innumerable store-houses of treasure. His last work is a 
survey of The Secret Doctrine in Israel, being a study of the 
Zohar, or Hebrew "Book of Splendor," a feat for which no 
Hebrew scholar has had the heart. This Bible of Kabbalism is 
indeed so confused and confusing that only a "golden 
dustman" would have had the patience to sift out its gems 
from the mountain of dross, and attempt to reduce its wide-
weltering chaos to order. Even Waite, with all his gift of 
research and narration, finds littl e more than gleams of dawn 
in a dim forest, brilli ant vapors, and glints that tell by their 
very perversity and strangeness. 

Whether this age-old legend of the Quest be woven about the 
Cup of Christ, a Lost Word, or a design left unfinished by the 
death of a Master Builder, it has always these things in 
common: first, the memorials of a great loss which has 
befallen humanity by sin, making our race a pilgrim host 
ever in search; second, the intimation that what was lost still 
exists somewhere in time and the world, although deeply 
buried; third, the faith that it will ultimately be found and the 
vanished glory restored; fourth, the substitution of something 
temporary and less than the best, albeit never in a way to 
adjourn the quest; fifth, and more rarely, the felt presence of 
that which was lost under veils close to the hands of all . 
What though it take many forms, from the pathetic 
pilgrimage of the Wandering Jew to the journey to fairyland 
in quest of The Blue Bird, it is ever and always the same. 
These are but so many symbols of the fact that men are made 

of one blood and born to one need; that they should seek the 
Lord, if haply they might feel after Him, and find Him, 
though He is not far from every one of us; for in Him we live 
and move and have our being. 

What, then, is the Secret Doctrine, of which this seer-like 
scholar has written with so many improvisations of 
eloquence and emphasis, and of which each of us is in quest? 
What, indeed, but that which all the world is seeking--
knowledge of Him whom to know aright is the fulfill ment of 
every human need: the kinship of the soul with God; the li fe 
of purity, honor, and piety demanded by that high heredity; 
the unity and fellowship of the race in duty and destiny; and 
the faith that the soul is deathless as God its Father is 
deathless! Now to accept this faith as a mere philosophy is 
one thing, but to realize it as an experience of the innermost 
heart is another and a deeper thing. No man knows the Secret 
Doctrine until it has become the secret of his soul, the 
reigning reality of his thought, the inspiration of his acts, the 
form and color and glory of his life. Happily, owing to the 
growth of the race in spiritual intelli gence and power, the 
highest truth is no longer held as a sacred secret. Still , if art 
has eff icacy to surprise and reveal the elusive Spirit of Truth, 
when truth is dramatically presented it is made vivid and 
impressive, strengthening the faith of the strongest and 
bringing a ray of heavenly light to many a baff led seeker. 

Ever the Quest goes on, though it is permitted some of us to 
believe that the Lost Word has been found, in the only way 
in which it can ever be found--even in the li fe of Him who 
was "the Word made flesh," who dwelt among us and whose 
grace and beauty we know. Of this Quest Masonry is an 
aspect, continuing the high tradition of humanity, asking men 
to unite in the search for the thing most worth finding, that 
each may share the faith of all . Apart from its rites, there is 
no mystery in Masonry, save the mystery of all great and 
simple things. So far from being hidden or occult, its glory 
lies in its openness, and its emphasis upon the realiti es which 
are to the human world what light and air are to nature. Its 
mystery is of so great a kind that it is easily overlooked; its 
secret almost too simple to be found out. 
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T H E  I N T E L L E C T U A L  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  O F  
C A N D I D A T E S  

By Albert G. Mackey 
 
The Old Charges and Ancient Constitutions are not as 
explicit in relation to the intellectual as to the moral and 
physical quali fications of candidates, and, therefore, in 
coming to a decision on this subject, we are compelled to 
draw our conclusions from analogy, from common sense, 
and from the peculiar character of the institution. The 
question that here suggests itself on this subject is, what 
particular amount of human learning is required as a 
constitutional quali fication for initiation? 
During a careful examination of every ancient document to 
which I have had access, I have met with no positive 
enactment forbidding the admission of uneducated persons, 
even of those who can neither read nor write. The unwritten, 
as well as the written laws of the Order, require that the 
candidate shall be neither a fool nor an idiot, but that he shall 
possess a discreet judgment, and be in the enjoyment of all 
the senses of a man. But one who is unable to subscribe his 
name, or to read it when written, might still very easily prove 
himself to be within the requirements of this regulation. The 
Constitutions of England, formed since the union of the two 
Grand Lodges in 1813, are certainly explicit enough on this 
subject. They require even more than a bare knowledge of 
reading and writing, for, in describing the quali fications of a 
candidate, they say: 
"He should be a lover of the liberal arts and sciences, and 
have made some progress in one or other of them; and he 
must, previous to his initiation, subscribe his name at full 
length, to a declaration of the following import," etc. And in 
a note to this regulation, it is said, "Any individual who 
cannot write is, consequently, ineligible to be admitted into 
the Order." If this authority were universal in its character, 
there would be no necessity for a further discussion of the 
subject. But the modern constitutions of the Grand Lodge of 
England are only of force within its own jurisdiction, and we 
are therefore again compelled to resort to a mode of 
reasoning for the proper deduction of our conclusions on this 
subject. 
It is undoubtedly true that in the early period of the world, 
when Freemasonry took its origin, the arts of reading and 
writing were not so generally disseminated among all classes 
of the community as they now are, when the blessings of a 
common education can be readily and cheaply obtained. And 
it may, therefore, be supposed that among our ancient 
Brethren there were many who could neither read nor write. 
But after all , this is a mere assumption, which, although it 
may be based on probabilit y, has no direct evidence for its 
support. And, on the other hand, we see throughout all our 
ancient regulations, that a marked distinction was made by 
our rulers between the Freemason and the Mason who was 
not free; as, for instance, in the conclusion of the fifth 
chapter of the Ancient Charges, where it is said: "No laborer 
shall be employed in the common work of Masonry, nor 
shall Freemasons work with those who are not free, without 
an urgent necessity." And this would seem to indicate a 
higher estimation by the fraternity of their own character, 
which might be derived from their greater attainments in 

knowledge. That in those days the ordinary operative masons 
could neither read nor write, is a fact established by history. 
But it does not follow that the Freemasons, who were a 
separate society of craftsmen, were in the same unhappy 
category; it is even probable, that the fact that they were not 
so, but that they were, in comparison with the unaccepted 
masons, educated men, may have been the reason of the 
distinction made between these two classes of workmen. 
But further, all the teachings of Freemasonry are delivered on 
the assumption that the recipients are men of some education, 
with the means of improving their minds and increasing their 
knowledge. Even the Entered Apprentice is reminded, by the 
rough and perfect ashlars, of the importance and necessity of 
a virtuous education, in fitting him for the discharge of his 
duties. To the Fellow Craft, the study of the liberal arts and 
sciences is earnestly recommended; and indeed, that sacred 
hieroglyphic, the knowledge of whose occult signification 
constitutes the most solemn part of his instruction, 
presupposes an acquaintance at least with the art of reading. 
And the Master Mason is expressly told in the explanation of 
the forty-seventh problem of Euclid, as one of the symbols of 
the third degree, that it was introduced into Masonry to teach 
the Brethren the value of the arts and sciences, and that the 
Mason, like the discoverer of the problem, our ancient 
Brother Pythagoras, should be a dili gent cultivator of 
learning. Our lectures, too, abound in allusions which none 
but a person of some cultivation of mind could understand or 
appreciate, and to address them, or any portion of our 
charges which refer to the improvement of the intellect and 
the augmentation of knowledge, to persons who can neither 
read nor write, would be, it seems to us, a mockery unworthy 
of the sacred character of our institution. 
From these facts and this method of reasoning, I deduce the 
conclusion that the framers of Masonry, in its present 
organization as a speculative institution, must have intended 
to admit none into its fraternity whose minds had not 
received some preliminary cultivation, and I am, therefore, 
clearly of opinion, that a person who cannot read and write is 
not legally quali fied for admission. 
As to the inexpediency of receiving such candidates, there 
can be no question or doubt. If Masonry be, as its disciples 
claim for it, a scientific institution, whose great object is to 
improve the understanding and to enlarge and adorn the 
mind, whose character cannot be appreciated, and whose 
lessons of symbolic wisdom cannot be acquired, without 
much studious application, how preposterous would it be to 
place, among its disciples, one who had lived to adult years, 
without having known the necessity or felt the ambition for a 
knowledge of the alphabet of his mother tongue? Such a man 
could make no advancement in the art of Masonry; and while 
he would confer no substantial advantage on the institution, 
he would, by his manifest incapacity and ignorance, detract, 
in the eyes of strangers, from its honor and dignity as an 
intellectual society. 
Idiots and madmen are excluded from admission into the 
Order, for the evident reason that the former from an 
absence, and the latter from a perversion of the intellectual 
faculties, are incapable of comprehending the objects, or of 
assuming the responsibiliti es and obligations of the 
institution. 
A question here suggests itself whether a person of present 
The Intellectual Qualifications of Candidates – Continued on page No. 16 
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sound mind, but who had formerly been deranged, can 
legally be initiated. The answer to this question turns on the 
fact of his having perfectly recovered. If the present sanity of 
the applicant is merely a lucid interval, which physicians 
know to be sometimes vouched to lunatics, with the absolute 
certainty, or at best, the strong probabilit y, of an eventual 
return to a state of mental derangement, he is not, of course, 
quali fied for initiation. But if there has been a real and 
durable recovery (of which a physician will be a competent 
judge), then there can be no possible objection to his 
admission, if otherwise eligible. We are not to look to what 
the candidate once was, but to what he now is. 
Dotage, or the mental imbecilit y produced by excessive old 
age, is also a disquali fication for admission. Distinguished as 
it is by puerile desires and pursuits, by a failure of the 
memory, a deficiency of the judgment, and a general 
obliteration of the mental powers, its external signs are easily 
appreciated, and furnish at once abundant reason why, like 
idiots and madmen, the superannuated dotard is unfit to be 
the recipient of our mystic instructions. 
 
 
From Book of The Principles of Masonic Law A Treatise on 
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