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Congratulation!

The Bonisted Masonic Library was awarded a $25000 g ant
from the Bonisted Foundation to further theinternational
misson of thelibrary. | wish to thank Art Davidge and Mitchell
Ozog for thetedhnical preparation of the grant. (kwg)

The Artifads, Links, Architedure, and Index fil es of our web site
have been expanded. New digital artifac images from our Ann Arbor
Temple are posted. As pubdishing palicy, new content, editing, and
graphic design are alded to the Bonisted web site weekly.

S& F,
Karl Grube, President

After the surrender of the American forces at the Battle of
the Cedars on the St. Lawrence River in 1776 Brant
exerted himself to prevent the massacre of the prisoners. In
particular, one Col. John McKinstry, a member of Hudson
Lodge No.13 o New York, was about to be burned at the
stake. McKinstry, remembering that Brant was a
Freemason, gave to him the Masonic sign of appeal, which
seaured his release and subsequent goad treatment. He and
Brant thereafter remained friends for life, and in 1805 he
and Brant together visited the Masonic Lodge in Hudson,
New York, where Brant was well received and on whose
wall hisportrait was hangs.

Photo Sources:
Sesquicentennial of the Grand Lodge of Michigan, 1976 pa@ 75.
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A WAVE OF THE FUTURE

This dory is about two Lodges where Brethren dedded to
expand themselves and their Lodges to better embrace the
Masonic tenet of Universal Brotherhood Capstone# 30 d
the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Michigan,
and Okemos Lodge# 252 of the Grand Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons of Michigan are involved in this particular
story. Other Lodges have been joining the wave too.

One day, about four yeas ago, Okemos posted a message on
the Michigan Masons Net, inviting "any Brother with the
pass' to attend a degreenight. A Brother in the Detroit arec
responded. On the gpanted night, the Brother came with his
Worshipful Master, they handily passed an examination, and
sat in our Lodge. After the Degree during the fellowship
repast, the visiting Brothers offered to come and participate
in the ledure work at the next Degree and bring others too.
That offer was accepted in a heatbeda. We wanted to mee
new people and could surely use the added help on a Degree
Why is this different or interesting or a wave of the future?
Therein lies the story. I'm Jadk Voss a Past Master of
Okemos Lodge# 252 The Brothers making the offer were
Vic Ansett and Leroy Rias, Past Masters of Capstone Lodge
# 30 To the best of my knowledge, this was a first here in
Michigan. They were not the first Prince Hall Brethren to sit
in our Lodge; many Brethren of Capital Lodge # 8 of
Lansing \sited us ten yeas ago and till do today. But, this
was the first time that a team of Brethren from the two pre-
eminent Grand Lodges of Michigan worked jointly to confer
a Degree About a yea later, both Grand Lodges got
together for ajoint Degreetoo. We're proud to seeour Grand
Lodges foll owing this path. Since then, we have worked badk
and forth together within both Lodges, visiting, working on
Degrees, and enjoying fellowship together - and a bubbly
libation from time to time. Frankly, some reservations were
present in men of both Lodges. Those reservations have
pretty much disslved now; friendship and Brotherhood have
replaced them. Both Lodges have profited and strengthened
in light of thisjointly shared Brotherhood

Now, more Lodges - of both Grand Lodges - are joining this
new wave of freedom to jointly mee with our Brethren. To
tell the truth, it’s fun. | see more smiles per square foot in
Lodge when we have Brethren from both Grand Lodges
together. It feds good Most receitly, Brothers from both
Grand Jurisdictions jointly conferred the Master Mason
Degree on four Prince Hall Candidates from two separate
Lodges. There were members of four Lodges representing
the Grand Lodge of Michigan and six Lodges representing
the M.W. Prince Hall Grand Lodge in attendance, forty-one
Brothersin all. Brothers from both Grand Lodges performed
degree work, caefully adhering to those texts which are
common to the two bodes and not "crossng over" wherever
the work does contain dlight diff erences.

This process of enculturation can only lead to better mutual
understanding and "concili ates true friendship, among those
who might otherwise have remained at a perpetual distance.”

By Jack Voss PM of Okemos Lodge No. 252and Victor S.
Ansett, PM Capstone Lodge No. 30 (P.H.A.)

|
MASONIC TUTORIALS

Brother Mark Twain, (Samuel Langhorne Clemens), Polar Star
Lodge No. 79, patented and copyrighted a memory game for
recdling and remembering important fads and dates. Titled
THE GAME: Mark Twain's Memory-Builder, the work
consisted of important dates and events in British and
European History. A link is provided in Tutorial VII to Brother
Twain's creativeinvention.

Brother Karl W. Grube, Ph.D., Masonic Education Officer of
Ann Arbor Fraternity Lodge No. 262 and President of
Bonisted Masonic Library has adapted the Twain memory-
buil der method into a standard cheders frame-game. A series
of Masonic Tutorials have been written for Memory-Building
and more dfedive Understanding of the Craft's Principles,
Ritual, and Symboalism.

M asonic M emory-Builder - Interesting Facts
1. A spedal classof builders who designed cahedrals,
churches, mansions, and baough tell s during the middle Ages
was . Freemasons

2. lelonged to huil ding crafts consisting of
quarrymen, dike buil ders, wallers, tilers, paviors, and other
skill ed labors. Masons

3. pojeds required Freamasons and Masons from
distant lands who assembled onsite and first built a fraternity
lodge, homes, and barns. Cathedral

4. Freamasons and Masons were Builders of
architedural structures duringthe Midde Ages. Operative

5. Lodges admitted men who dd not follow a
Freemasonry livelihood " Accepted" or Speaulative

6. The words "Free and Accepted” Masons comes from
and Speaulative Masonry. Operative

7.1n1717thefirst Grand Lodge of Masonry was established in
. England

8. Free& Accepted Masonry as pradiced in worldwide lodges
todayisa__ for men. Fraternity

9. Ancient Craft Masonry is organized into Grand Lodges and
. Local lodges

10. A Mason must believein
religion with such abelief. God

bt is freeto choose any

1L A is obliged to okey the Moral Law being Men of
Honour and Honestry. Mason

12. Freemasonry is a Fraternity whereby all matters
lie outside its prudent forethought. Theology

13 A seeks membership to Masonry of his own free
will and acoord. Petitioner
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14. Masonry is open to the as evidenced by the
200,000 bodks published on the aaft. Public

15. Masonic Degrees are the organization of ceremonies
and rites passed throughby the . Candidate

16. G.A.O.T.U. stands for The Grea Archited Of the
Universe and creaes agrea humility for the
Divine

17. The symbalic working toals of a arethe
Plumb, Square, and Compass Master Mason

18. Masonic include, brotherliness charity, good
will, fellowship, friendship, and charader. Values

19. Rites, symbals, postures, emblems, and signs are
lBtween Brother Masons. Communication tools

20. was Master of hisLodgein Virginia upon
ascending to the Presidency in 1789 George Washington

21 pbli shed the first Masonic bodk in 1734
Benjamin Franklin

22. G.A.O.T.U. stand for
the Universe

. Great Archited of

23. The threedegrees of Ancient Craft Freamasonry

compose the . Ritual

24. A must be of lawful age; morally responsible;
and ethicdly of goodreport. Petitioner

25. A must come of his own freewill and accord.
Petiti oner

26. A pysicdly must perform Masonic duties;

possssmonetary means for his expenses; and be
accetableto meninthelodge. Petitioner

27. The Principle of is fundamental to Masonsin

al lands. Universality

28. Napdean, Mozart, and Frederick the Grea and were
adive Masonic . Brothers
29. Freamasonry is depicted asa in Webster's
Dictionary. Noun

30. understand the "pradice of fraternalism"
better than any other organization. Masons

31. Freamasonry is a Constituted bmen.
Fraternity

32. The Grand Lodge of Michigan ishoused in the
Masonic Temple. Grand Rapids

MASONIC TUTORIAL
EAMASONIC SYMBOLS

ENTERED APPRENTICE
The Apprentice of Operative Masonry was a young man tied to a
Master Mason for the purpose of leaning the at of building.
When he qualified, his name was entered onto the rolls of the
Lodge with spedfic conduct expeded. He qualified for
advancement by presenting hs work for inspedion and
undergoing examination.

1. The EA first confronts the . Tyler

2. The symbalizes leaving the dirt of the world ocutside
the temple. Absent shoe

3.The symbalizesinitial self-restraint of the candidate.
Cabletow

4. The symbalizes our devotion to the Grand Archited

of the Universe. Alter

5. The ThreeGrea Lights of Masonry are the . Biblg,
Square, Compass

6. The Lodge orientation of east to west and north to south is

symbadlic of . Univesality

7. The Worshipful Master's Jewel is the . Square

The Senior Warden's Jewel isthe . Levd

8. The Junior Warden's Jewel isthe . Plumb

9. Thetodls of the EA are the

Common Gavd, 24" Gauge

10. The symboalizesthe EA. Rough Ashlar

11. The symbalizes afinished Mason. Smooth Ashlar

12. The EA is considered the 6the Craft. Cornerstone

13. The Blue Lodge symbadli zes the blue of the . Skies
14. The four Cardina Virtues are . Fortitude,
Prudence Temperance, Justice

15.1n Masonry a Freamason was "freé' to travel for
cavingstone. Operative

16. The EA Degreeis yymboalic of . Rebirth

17. The Square symbalizes . Morality

18. The Compasses ymbalizes . Spirituality

19. King Solomon's Temple is ymbalic of the first
Masonic Lodge

20. SoMote it be symbdlizes
revaence

. Fellowship and
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21. The E.A. leansthat God, Courtry, and People ae
important to . Freamasons

22. Thethreeprincipal rounds of Jacob's ladder are .
Faith, hope, charity

23. Rite of Discdcedion is ymbalic of being
before God. Barefoot

24. Rite of Circumambulation symbolizes walking around
the dter from e-w viathe . South

25. Rite of Investiture or Purification symbali zes granting of
the . White leather apron

26. The lambskin or white leaher apron was first worn by
. Jewish Priests

27. The Honorable Badge of aMason is aterm describing
the . White leather apron

28. The 6the Lodge ae the Mosaic Pavement,
Indented Tessel, and Blazng Star. Ornaments

29. Thethree inalodge aethe sun, moon. and
Worshipful Master. Burning tapers

30. Thethree bthe Lodge aethe RoughAshlar,
Smocth Ashlar, and Trestle Board. Moveable Jewels

31. George Washington and Brother Masons in full Masonic
regdialaid the first cornerstone in the . US Capitol

32. Chalk, Charcoal, and Clay are symbadli c of
Freedom, frenzy, zeal

Reference: THE CRAFT AND ITS SYMBOLS Allen E. Roberts 1974

MASONIC TUTORIAL

FC MASONIC SYMBOLS
FELLOWCRAFT DEGREE
The Fellowcraft in Operative Masonry was cdled the
Journeyman or "Passed Apprentice’. In Speaulative Masonry
the Fellowcraft focuses on his relationship with the ats and
sciences. He arees to lean a Masonic Catechism leading to
the symbalic state known as a"Perfed Ashlar”.

1. The square, plumb, and level are the ba
Fellowcraft. Working tools

2. When you "ad upon the square" you are telli ng the
. Truth

3. Operative Masons used the the plumb to measure
. Perpendiculars

4. The plumb symbalizes aMason leading an life.
Upright

5. The level proves
Horizontals

in Operative Masonry.

6. Masons "med on the level" which symbolizes and
brotherhood Equality

7. The Fell owcraft candidate isin processof building
Spirituality

8. Operative Masonry in England gave way to Speaulative
Masonry in . 1717

9. Dr. James Anderson, a Scotish Presbyterian minister, wrote
the "constitutions" or Masonic Law from old Masonic
. Rituals

10. The pill ar Boazsignifies . Strength or power

11 The pill ar Jachin signifies . Establishment or

control

12. When a candidate for the Fell owcraft Degreepasses
throughthe two pill ars, he symbdlicadly becmes a
Man

13. The numbers
3,57

have grea symbalism to Masons.

14. The number symbalizes the Lodge officers of
Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, and Junior Warden. 3

The Human Senses are tasting, smélli ng, feding,
sed@ng, and heaing. 5

15 The Liberal Artsand Sciences are Grammar,
Geometry, Arithmetic, Logic, Rhetoric, Astronomy, and
Music. 7

16. The Five Orders of are Tuscan, Doric, lonic,
Corinthian, and Compasite. Architedure

17. The 6the Fell ow craft are the Attentive Ear,
Instructive tongue, and Faithful Breast. Jewels

18. An isnecessary to master the lessons of
Freemasonry. Attentive Ear

19. The pasdng of theritual is done with an
I nstructive Tongue

20. The understanding of the faithful breest is adually locked
within the . Brain

21. Theletter G suspended over the Worshipful Master all udes
to . Geometry

22. The letter
Universe. G

stands for the Grand Archited of the
23. Theletter G symbdli zes the faith and fell owship
enjoy when Lodge isopen. Brothers

24. Another name for God a the Grand Architea of the
Universeis . Supreme Archited
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25. A Fellowcraft istaught the value of work and the
importance of aaquiring . Knowledge

26. The tuck in the goronis a placefor the Fell owcraft to
hold his . Working todls

27. The Terrestrial and Clesterial Spheres atop the Lodge
Columns are derived from Ancient . Israel

28. The atop the Lodge Columns tead us that we
Masons are to keep astraight coursein life. Spheres
29. The consist of 3, 5, and 7 steps. Winding Stairs

30. Operative Masonry
and al. Wages

were paid in corn, wine,

31. Corn symbali zes nurishment; wine symbolizes
refreshment; and all symbolizes . Joy

32. Upon completing the 2nd Degree the candidate
symbdlicdly isa ready for the Builders work.
Perfed Ashlar

MASONIC TUTORIAL
MM MASONIC SYMBOLS
MASTER MASON

1. The Master Mason Degreeis considered the candidates
. Commencement

2. The MASTER Mason Degreeisthe
Masonry. Highest

Degreein
3. Membership in other Masonic gopendant bodes results
from being a Master Mason in . Goodstanding
4. When you seek light you are seeking the . Truth

5.The now symboalizes your strong affili ation with
the aaft. Cabletow

6. The
Trowel

isthe workingtodl of the Master Mason.
7. The Master Mason symbalicdly uses the Trowel to spread
. Brotherly loveand affedion

8. A Master Mason learns that
Charity

ishis greaest virtue.

9. Time, Patience, and Perseverance ae threeMaster Mason
. Virtues

10. The father of ritual in Americawas . Thomas

Smith Webb

11 ThethreeGrea are, Wisdom, Strength, and

Beauty. Pillars

12. The Pill ar of Wisdom is symbalized by our first Grand
Master . Solomon, King of Israel

13. The isthe symbal of Wisdom in the Lodge.
Worshipful Master

14. The Pill ar of Strengthis ymbalized by .
Hiram, King of Tyre

15. The Pill ar of Strength in our Lodge isthe .
Senior Warden

16. The Pill ar of Beauty is ymbolized by . Hiram

Abif

17. The Pill ar of Beauty in our Lodge isthe :
Junior Warden

18.The threeGrand Masters met periodicdly in the
Sanctum Santorium or Holy of Holies

19. The Sanctum Santorium housed the 10 Commandments
kept inside the . Ark of the Covenant

20.Ina the Alter, Holy Bible, Square, and
Compasss symbalizethe Ark of the Covenant.
Masonic Lodge

21. Nea the Alter, the threelesser lights form atriangle
symboalizing the . Diety

22. The threesteps leading to the Master are
emblematic of Y outh, Manhood, Old Age. Worshipful
Master

23. The threesteps leading to the are symbolic of
the ThreeDegreesin Masonry. Worshipful Master

24. The Pot of Incenseis ymbadlic of a . Pureheart
25. The Pot that holds the Incense is ymbali ¢ of

Sacrifice

26.The BeeHiveis an emblem of . Industry

27. The Tyler's Sword isa symbal to proted the Lodge from
. Imposters

28. The Book of Constitutionsis symbalic of
Masonic Law
29. The isthe symbal of the Deity. All Seang Eye

30. The Sythe isthe symbad of time and the Anchor
symbolizes . Safety

31. Euclid's 47th and 4&h problems as applied by
Pythagoras are the root of . Geometry
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32. The Sprig of Acada symbalizes . Faith
Reference: The Craft And Its Symbols Allen E. Roberts 1974

MASONIC TUTORIAL
Famous Brothers

1 surveyed prime trads of land in Virginiafor the
Briti sh Empire. George Washington

2. oganized Pennsylvania Modern Freemasonry
Lodges. Benjamin Franklin

3. was gupltured from rock by a Freemason on Mt.
Rushmore. Theodare Roosevet

4. was Americas's most beloved 2Qth Century
President. Franklin Roosevet

5. was a Patriot smugder and wedthy shipping
merchant. John Hancock

6. is dill praised and revered in Japan today.
Douglas MacArthur

7. conducted "lodge" on ship for his Officers. John
Paul Jones

8. was Scotland's National Bard. Robert Burns

9. invented and patented the Memory-Buil der

Game. Mark Twain

10. was an ealy American civil rights leader and
writer. W.E.B. DuBois

11 was North Americas greaest Indian tribe
unifyer. Chief Teaumseh

12. was Hollywoods version of the All American
hero. John Wayne

13. gave and raised milli ons of dadllarsfor children's
medicd reseach. Danny Thomas

14. According to his highest honor was Grand
Master of Missouri. Harry Truman

15. . of Cherokee ancestry, was Americds greaest
politicd humorist. Will Rogers

16. wrote numerous Engli sh Sonnets with
Principles of Freemasonry embedded within. Willi am
Shakespeare

17. fought the Anti-Masonsto finaly win the US
Presidency. Andrew Jackson

18. scholarly works rank as the official British
history of WWII. Winston Churchill' s

19. , abrilli ant musician, was beloved by all racesin
America Louis Armstrong

20. expressed Masonic Principlesin hisclasscd
music. Wolfgang Mozart

21 creaed Americdsfinest reseach hospital. Mayo
Brothers
22. was famous for laboratory research and the

discovery of penicilli n. Sir Alexander Fleming

23. established the US Supreme Court as an equal
branch of government to the Presidency and Congress John
Marshall

24. was appanted to the US Supreme Court by
Lyndon B. Johnson. ThurgoodMarshall

25. surrendered to Brother Ulysses S. Grant ending
the US Civil War. Brother Robert E. Lee

26. holds the highest lifetime batting average in
major league baseball. Ty Cobb

27. was the boxing inspiration for akid from
Louivill e, Cassus Clay. Sugar Ray Robinson

28. isrecognized as the world's greaest industrial
entrepreneur. Henry Ford

29. was the achited who designed the US Capitol
building. James Hoban

30. was Americds gredest "servicemen's
entertainer". BobHope

31 was arail road magnate and Founder of Stanford
University. Leland Stanford

32 wrote Americds Starts and Sripes Foreve'.
John Philli p Sousa

MASONIC MEMORY-BUILDER GAME was adaped from
Interesting Facts Abou Masonry The Grand Lodge of Free
& Accepted Masons of the Sate of Michigan Gaming format
was inspired from THE GAME: Mark Twain's Memory-
Buil der.

Karl W. Grube, Ph.D., President Bonisted Masonic Library
Masonic Education Officer Ann Arbor Fraternity Lodge No.
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RAISED A MASTER MASON

At just what period in Masonry the word “raised” was used for
the first time would be hard to determine. It might well be that
it was used among the ealy Operative Craft; however, it is
phrase “Raised a Master Mason” was accepted as part of the
symbalic initiatory ritual. The evolution of the word “raised”
and the symbolic meaning to the Master Mason is very
interesting. One of the ealy references may be found in Greek
and Roman mythology. Also, it is a historicd fad that when a
child was born the midwife would wrap it in cloth and cary it
outside the house and lay it upon the ground. The father would
then go aut and examine the dild for any defediveness If the
father did not wish to keep the dnild he would walk badk into
the house leaving the child uncovered to the dements there to
die of expasure. On the other hand, if the father liked what he
saw and wished to keep the dnild, he would take it in his arms
and raise it from the ground and carry it bad into the house.
This aa of raising the child symbolized the accetance by the
father of asauming the responsibility of feeding, clothing and
educaing the dild until it was able to care for itself. In Roman
mythology you may remember the story of Romulus an Remus
and how their father, who dd not want them, took them into
the hills and left them to be devoured by wolves, and how a
young she-wolf (who had just lost her cubs) found the two
children and nursed them. The story tell's of how they grew up
with the wolves and ill ater, how Romulus founded the
country of Rome, and so forth.

This ealy reference to the word “raised” regarding children is
used today in every country of the dvilized word, “we raise
our children.” Thus, Masonicdly, when we raise a Master
mason, we ae symbalicdly saying that we accet him into the
Fraternity and that we ae taking on the responsibility of
teading or instructing hm into the ways of a faithful member
of the Fraternity. Another story which we &tribute to the word
“raised” is as follows. Those responsible for designing and
preparing the degree work for the Speaulative Craft, intended
the adion of raising a Master mason to represent the
immortality of the soul; and, and the Savior arose from the
ded, to prove the immortality of the soul, so the Master Mason
is raised as if from the grave. Another story which is also
acceted by many Masons is as foll ows. John the Baptist, who
was the first patron saint of Masonry, in his ad of Baptist,
symbalized the rebirth of the soul, that of being reborn into a
new way of life, the washing off of the old and the taking on of
a new identification. Thus, the Master Mason who is raised is
adually being baptized into a new way of life. In fad, he
represents a newly born person into a new world of
responsibility. Fad, fable or fantasy, we may find al three
here.

Facts, Fables and Fantasies of Freemasonry 2" Edition 1968By
William A. Brown

“When we raise a Master Mason, we are
symbolically saying that we accept him into
the Fraternity and that we are taking onthe
resporsibility of teaching a instructing him
into the ways of a faithful member of the
Fraternity” .

Phato By Mitchell Ozog

THE VESICA PIsCIS

OIEl®

Masonic Realing and refledion has the same gped as
picking Yo agates aong the shore of Lake Superior
(Michigan). It is a leisurely adivity, undertaken to dvest
oneself of the caes and concerns of everyday life.
Occasiondly, one picks up a red gem, and adds it to a
permanent colledion. A friend recently loaned me abox of
old Masonic bodks. It contained, among other works, a littl €
volume by Rev. George Oliver cdled The Freemason's
Treasury, printed in London in 1863 Unlike most 19"
century Masonic authors, Oliver was a lively writer and a
well-read (if somewhat erratic) scholar. In his Treasury,
Oliver reproduces a figure, cdled the Vesica Piscis, and
makes an intriguing remark:

“Its gtientific goplicaion... undoubtedly constituted the grea
seaet of operative Freemasonry which was communicated to
few; and hence, in the processof time, like the pronurciation
of the Tetragrammaton amongst the Jews, it fell into
desuetude, and at length was irrecoverable lost.”

Oliver observes that Vesica Piscis was used by ancient
Egyptian architeds to dmension sacred bulding, but gives
no further details. There dearly IS aseaet in that figure,
andit was not that hard to discover. High Shod geometry
and alittle algebra provide the due. The Vesica Piscis is
extremely easy to draw: make a straight line, and mark two
points uponit. Let each pdnt become the center of a circle,
making each radius exactly the distance between the points.
The overlap between the two circle is called in Latin the
“fish bladder” from its dape. (Footballs were originally
made from bladders.) Repeated, it looks like the eyeon
Egyptian statue. The Vesica Piscis is also remarkable useful.
The ratio o its long ais to the short one is exactly the
squae root of three Sacrates described a similar
construction, which makes the square root of two. Jean
Gimpel in The Cathedral Builders has propaosed this gjuare
as anaher canddate for “the great seaet of operative
Freamasonry.”

What do these figures have in comnmon? Why might these
constructions have been so important to operative masons
that they swore oaths nat to reveal them? The answer liesin
a center problem of building construction: a suppating
member must bear its own weight, as well as that of the
structure bearing uponit. Smply douding andtripling dl
dimensions of a column, for example, quickly produces a
member that collapses under it own weight. The wolume, anc
hence the weight, of the member increases by a factor of
eight (all dimensions douled) or 27 (all dimensionstripled.)
It takes five pages of mathematics to prove what is now
called the” stress ¢rain material law.”

Fj = AE(Uj-ui)/L
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Our ancient brethren somehow knew what it tells us: they
could triple the height of a suppating member, with the
same strength, by increasing its lateral dimensions by only
the square rocot of three Its weight incressed by a fador of
nineinstead of twenty seven.

The aility to construct Vasica Piscis thus allowed operative
freemasons to triple the aea of any given figure. This was
useful when there was no standard measure of length. All
dimensions in the greaest cathedral could be taken from a
singe standard — for example, the stone set in the Northeast
corner. No wonder they kept it a seaet! Right after | worked
this out, | saw one of those bumper stickers devout Christians
sometimes display.

According to my Britannica, “The use of the fish as a
Christian symbal probably derived from the combination of
initial letters of the Greek words meaning ‘ Jesus Christ, Son
of God, Savior' (ICHTHYS) and the Greek word for fish,
ichthys. Fresh from my cdculations, | saw VesicaPiscis leg
to my eye from that car bumper. It is at least possble that
this fish-figure, found carved in the cdacombs under ancient
Rome, also conceds the ancient Masonic seaet of tripling an
areato produce the strongest upright member possble. The
significance of the number tree should be obvious in this
context.

Raymond L. Holcamb. PM, Golden Rule No. 159 Ann Arbor,
Michigan

Rev. George Oliver
November 5, 1782- March 3, 1867

One of the most distinguished and
leaned of English freamasons,
George Oliver is remembered as a
laborious antiquary and author on
both Masonic and ecdesiasticd
themes. While his erroneous
theories and fanciful speaulations

on the ealy history of Freemasonry must be rejeded, his
laborious reseaches and genuine scholarship requires
that he be placel as the founder of what may well be

cdled theliterary schodl of Freemasonry.
Initiated: 1801

Saint Peter's Lodge, Peterborough

Provincial Grand Steward: 1813

Provincial Deputy Grand Master, Lincolnshire: 1832
Past Deputy Grand Master, Massachusetts

Source: Encydopedia of Freemasonry, Albert Madey.
Photos of VesicaPiscis
http://www.philomuse.com/kingfisher/lab/vp.htm

The VesicaPiscis as a symbal, it was frequently employed as a church
decoration by the Freemasons of the Middle Ages. The sedls of all
colleges, abbeys, and other religious communities, as well as of
ecdesiasticd persons, were invariably made of this $ape. Hence, in
reference to the religious charader of the Ingtitution, it has been
suggested that the seals of Masonic Lodges should also have that form,
instead of the circular one now used.
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HONG FAI'S LAST STAND

( Hong Fai Chang, July 10, 1924 - April 20, 2005)

It was a spring day, warm for once,

A Tuesday morning as | went to visit

The Superior Woods Hedthcare fadlit y.
Thiswas not my first visit.

The nursing home Past Master Hong Fai Chang
Had chedked into is nea my home,

And | passit every day on the way to work.

| began making regular stops,

As| know some of the other caring brothers

Like Justin and Rich did.

This morning was blue skies and green grassbending in the
April breeze

| arrived at Hong Fai’sroom and

Found his name misgng from the doar.

In sudden wonder, | retreaed to the nurse’s Station
And asked what had happened.

My throat didn’t fed right.

| was worried he had been transferred again — or worse.
The nurse paused, looking yp from her charts

And replied, painting, “he’sin physicd therapy.

Ched for him there!”

Thisfriendly attitude was areli ef.

| walked into the room she indicated

And found two rows of patients, all sitting, stretching
And performing simple exercises, but no Hong Fai...

| recognized his roommate, George, sitting rea the doar.
We'd beenintroduced before.

Hi George”, | began, “I’mlooking for your roommate,
Hong Fai. Have you seen hm?”

“No, he's probably in the bathroom answered George.

| asked, “Will you let him know | said hello

And stopped by when you seehim?’

“Sure thing will do!” George replied.

“George, you won't remember that, will you?”

Asked the therapist, sitting aaossfrom him.

“No, probably not,” came George's smili ngreply.
Figuring | would chedk in on Hong Fai later in the week,
| marched out to the ca, started the engine

And chedked my cdl phone' s voicemail, as | always do.

Victims of the modern era, we redtors and Past master both.
| noticed awoman in nuse's dressbeginning the long walk
To the parking lot, Surprisingly,

She walked to my car and tapped on my window.

“Hong Fai’ s out front now,”

She said,

“He was out walking, we do it every day for exercise.”

| turned the ca off and returned to the lobhy.
Hong Fai was stting and smiling, brightly.
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“So goodto seeyou.” We began chatting

About all manner of things,

From the helpful staff at the nursing lobmeto his family,
Possbiliti es for his hedth

And al the reseach the University of Michigan had
performed.

He even cdled out loud time

A nurse would passby to thank

Them for al their help,

His attitude was friendly, relaxed and laughing,

As | remember him so dften from the Lodge and from the
Grotto.

Finally, when it wastimeto leave,

He gripped my hand and we said goodbye,

Not knowing when our next meeting would be.

His gmile was bright and impeccdle,

Matching Hs eyes, which sparkled in the spring sunlight.

The man was a dassad, and a gred brother.

All who knew him misses Hong Fai Chang,

And enjoyed his company.

I'll never forget the Grand Archited’s design in making
certain

| had a chanceto visit with the brother one last time

Beforeit ismy turnto go on and join him.

Now my Brethren, theroll of the workmen has been cdl ed,
And one Master Mason has not answered to his name.

Hong Fai has laid dowvn the working todls of the Craft and
with them

He has |eft that mortal part for which he no longer has use.

Hislabors here below have taught him

To divest his heat and conscience of the vices
And superfluities of life, thereby fitting hismind
Asaliving stone for the spiritual buil ding-that
House not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Sean Dykhouse, PM, AAF 262 Ann Arbor, Michigan
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|
A CONCISE HISTORY OF THE GRAND
LobGE OF GREECE

s

By loanris A. Sowaliotis
P. Grand ®aetary (1998- 2007)

In 1993 the Grand Lodge of Greece (G.L.G.) was
erroneoudy acaised of indulging in pdlitics. Like the
acaisations direded previously against it and being refuted,
the podlitics one was refuted as well. Nevertheless the
reseacher or the historian of Greek Freemasonry is bound to
find out that Freamasons played a major role in national and
politicd issues. From the preparation of Greeces liberation
from the Turkish yoke right up to the second world war, the
Nationa strugdes waked hand in hand with the
achievements of the "Sons of Light". We exped that the
team of historians who are mnducting a reseach presently in
a professonal manner, will shed light on these glorious
times, glorious for our Country as well asfor the Craft.

At this time, suffice it to say that the founders of the "Phili ki
Etairia’ (Friendly Society), many of the war lords with
Brother Theodare Colocotronis in the forefront, al bea the
mark of Freamasonry. The words of Theodare Colocotronis,
namesake and grandson of the warlord, in the prefaceof his
bodk on the Friendly Society titled "High Priests of the
Elefsinians' say it al: "Blessed be the Masonic Lodges
which baptized you in the baptismal font of Liberty" -
Indedl, the inspired founders of the "Philiki Etairia’, had
been nused with the milk of Freedom by their Mother
Lodges. Their memory will remain saaed to all Hellenes.
After the tragic fall of Constantinople in 1453 and
throughout the dark period o foreign occupation, prominent
Greeks of the Diaspora, organized schodls and societies,
attrading a mnsiderable number of Philell enes, with the idee
of liberating Greece During the 18th century, a number of
guasi-Masonic ingtitutions existed throughout Europe, with
that aim, till the aeaion of the "Philiki Etairid" in Odess, in
1814 which prepared and organized the revolution of 1821
The "Philiki Etairia’ was initialy creaed by three Masons
and subsequently joined by many others. Meanwhile, in
1811, a prominent Mason, Dionyssos Romas, asdsted by the
Duke of Susex, Grand Master of Masons of Engand,
founded the "Serene Grand Orient of Greecé (S.G.0.G.)
(Grand Lodge) in the Orient of Corfu, one of the lonian
isands, which had not been occupied by the Turks. The
caadysmic events which foll owed, events that culminated in
the liberation of Greece naturally brought many changes to
the society in general and to the Masonic movement in
particular. A number of Lodges were aeded in the lonian
islands as well as on the mainland and athough the " Serene
Grand Orient" disbanded in 1843 its credion has been and is
being considered as the origin of the official Greek
Freemasonry and Dionyssos Romas as the first Grand
Master of Masons in Greece For a number of yeas, various
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Lodges were aeded in Greece ad spedficdly in Athens,
Piraeus, Chalkis, Corfu, Patras, Syros, Lamia axd Argos.
Since there was no central Masonic Authority in Greece t
that time, these Lodges had been creaed under the Grand
Orient of Italy. In 1864 these Lodges asked that Grand
Orient, for a dispensation of an independent Masonic
Authority in their own Country. The Grand Orient authorized
them to ingtitute a Masonic diredorate which was indeed
creaed in 1864 Prominent members of the Government and
of the scholar community becane members of this
diredorate.

After considerable exchange of correspondence between the
diredorate and the Grand Orient of Italy, the latter, granted
dispensation and remgnized as regular, the "Serene Grand
Orient (Grand Lodge) of Greecé (S.G.0O.G.).

Masonry in Greece existed in parallel with the young Greek
State and shared the joys of its evolution as well as the
hardships of the turbulent yeas that followed. Prominent
Masons, individualy, as true "Sons of light", were involved
in the field of education, but also in the strugde for the
liberation of other Greek territories. A number of them fell in
those noble causes.

A milestone in Greek Masonry is Decanber 2 1927when the
S.G.0.G., by Presidential Deaee was remgnized as a
Foundation, its aims being philosophicd and phil anthropic.
This datus is a justificaion of the dms of Freemasonry, a
prominent one being a relentless srugde against illit eracy,
by the ingtitution and sponsoring of schodls, espedally
schoals for working youths. In spite of its official recognition
by the State, Freemasonry was at times the target of attadks
by some Church circles as well as by individual Press ones.
The dfed of such attads was mostly felt by Lodges in small
communities. But the Masonic movement withstood these
attackks and Masonry kept growing. In 193Q after
considerable dforts, financial saaifices by its members and
a oontribution by the Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite,
Masonry had its Masonic Hall in Athens, owned by 80 per
cent by the Grand Lodge of Greece(G.L.G.) and by 20 per
cent by the Supreme Council. Those beautiful premises were
very adequate & that time. At about the same time, the city of
Piraeus obtained its Masonic Hall while provincial Lodges
were gradually being settled in proper housing.

As the 30s decale was drawing towards its end, the douds of
war were gathering over Europe axd when the war came for
Greece many Greek Masons participated adively in the gic
strugde on the Northern Epirus mountains, whil e the Lodges
in the dties were helping in any way they could, mainly by
sending parcds of woolen clothing to help the troops to face
the hard wintery conditions. At the Nation's helm at the time,
were two Masons: The King and the Prime Minister. Greect
was then fighting for its independence ad its freedom. It
gave the Free World its first victory since the rest of Europe
had fallen to the Naz divisions and England stood alone
awaiting a posshble invasion of the British Isles. Within 21
days snce their invasion, the Germans reated Athens and
one of their first adions was to go to the Masonic Hall,
confiscate whatever records were left there and inflict serious
damage to the property. This was the fate of the other
Masonic properties throughout the Courtry as well. Then
they procealed to the residence of the then Grand Master,

M.W. Bro. Philotas Papageorgiou and placed him under
arrest. He was taken to prison where he was kept under very
harsh conditions, which caused irrevocable damage to his
hedth and athough he was relessed some seven months
later, he never recovered and died in 1947

After the war, the G.L.G. embarked on the difficult task of
recmnstruction and recovery and it must be noted here that
considerable help came from Lodges abroad mainly from
U.S.A. Soon, the Masonic Hall of Athens was restored to its
previous Plendor and the harmonious ©und of the gavels
edhoed in al the Lodge rooms. Impressve charity work was
undertaken again, the most prominent adivities being the
sponsoring of schoals for working youths and the "Hellenic
Anti-Cancer Society” that provides continuously since 195¢
shelter and reli ef to victims of that ill ness

As travel was becoming more accssble to all social strata,
communication with other Masonic Powers was on the
incresse and intervisitations becane more frequent. An
English spe&king Lodge "Parthenon" # 112 was creaed,
which took care of the Masonic needs of a number of foreign
visitors and residents in this country. By the ealy 60s it had
bewme evident that the Athens Masonic Hall was not
adequate, among the various lutions propcsed, the
demoaliti on of the eisting premises and the aedion of new
and more spadous ones in its placewas chosen. This cdled
for considerable expenses, which were undertaken by the
members and in May 1965 the demoliti on started. By April
1967, the new and splendid building was ready and housed
the Athens Lodges again.

Threemore foreign languege Lodges were mnseaated in the
city of Athens, "Apodlo" # 98 in German, "La Tradition
Francase' # 125in French, and "Giuseppe Garibaldi" #13(
in ltalian.

Craft Masonry in Athens, Piraaus and at the provinces kept
growing, Lodges were flourishing and the number of
Brethren increased steadily. Among the new Lodges that
were aeded, there was one in the historicd city of Elefsis,
another one in Corinth, which for the time being meds in
Athens and another in the suburb of Glyfada, thus marking
the decentrali zation concept of the Athens metropditan area
The obediency of the G.L.G. includes eight Lodges in the
Republic of Cyprus which operate in the main cities of the
idand. Meawhile, in the mid eighties, in one of the
congtitutional General Assmblies, the G.L.G. becane A.F.
and A.M., bemming this way aligned with the prevailing
system of world Masonry.

The fantastic growth of the 80s coincided with a deplorable
ad by a group of some fanatic members who were aming at
high posts but had not been eleded to them. Neverthelessthe
schism was a fad. That runaway group soon broke into four
other groups. However, the dfed on the Grand Lodge was
minimal, as the latter has been experiencing an
unpreceadented growth, with the preponderance of the regular
World Grand Lodges remaining in amity with the G.L.G.
while fraternal relations with them are @ntinuously
enhancing.

In 1993 York Rite Grand Chapter, under the a@is of the
Grand Lodge of Greecewas creded and its effeds in terms
of substance ad growth were specaaular. At this time there
ae 21 R.A. Chapters. The General Grand Chapter
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International reamgnizes exclusively this Grand Chapter in
Greece

The G.L.G., is now numbering a membership of over 800(
which is increasing and exceals the normal attrition and
covers aufficiently all of the Country.

Its intelledual, socia and philanthropic adievements are
indeed impressve and include anong others:

The dition of the Masonic Bulletin "Pythagoras' initially
published in 1882 and containing only texts of Masonic
interest. This Bulletin is edited in the greek language twice ¢
yea and dstributed free of charge anong all Freemasons of
the G.L.G. There is also since 1994 a yealy edition of
"Pythagoras' in the english language, containing articles and
important Masonic news translated from the greek as well as
the contributions of seleced foreign Masonic aticles. This
edition in english is ent to all Grand Lodges, with which the
G.L.G. maintains mutual amicable relations, thus inviting a
closer spiritual communication and a strengthening of the
international fraternal bonds.

The biannual Open Events, taking place & the promises of
the Athens Masonic Hall. These events consist of round table
Conferences referring to cultural, scientific and social
subjeds treaed by experts or spedalists. The large audience
consists of Masons and non-Masons who have the
oppatunity to attend an interesting and wide-ranging
discusson every time the opening speedes.

Twice ayea also, since 1989 Freemasons, under the cae of
the Voluntary Blood Donation Service of the G.L.G., give
blood at the Athens and Piraeaus Masonic Halls, for the
benefit of the Childrens Hospital "Agia Sophid', speaaly
for those  suffering from  Cooey's  anaamia
Furthermore, in order to enable this Hospital to med its
incressing reads for blood the G.L.G. offered a fully
equipped and state of the at blood colledion vehicle of grea
value.

On the other hand there is also a large @ntribution of
Masons in postmortem donation of human organs, under the
supervision of the Greek Ministry of Hedth.

In addition, a second blood colledion vehicle of a budget of
£120000 o GRD 40,890,000 is under construction to be
donated to the Hospital of loannina, for covering the blooc
colledion reals of Hepirus and west Macedonia regions.

The G.L.G.'s asdstanceto the eathquake (Pyrgos, District of
Western Maceadonia, Pafos in  Cyprus) and flooc
(Metamorphosis Karditsa, Xanthi) victims; the reeguipment
of eathquake stricken hospitals (Pyrgos, Kozani); the grant
of scholarships to fereign postgraduate students in
International Law under the auspices of the Aristotelian
University (Thessaloniki).

The grant of two cather vehicles to the Cyprus Cancer
Asssiation in order to enable it to expand its home cae
service to many provinces of the idand; the donation of a
sophigticaed and very useful medicd instrument, requested
by the Department of Paediatrics at the Aristotelian
University; the important offer of alarge anount of money to
suppat the mnstruction of a hospital wing in Thessaloniki
for children suffering from cancer ("Storgi" Asssiation) and
of a nursery, where parents may leave infants or small

children in charge of nurses ("Merimna tou Paediou"
Asssiation).

The total amount in drachmas, donated by the Grand Lodge
of Greecein various charities, between 1993and 2001 came
up to £504,049.05 a GRD 171,754,715

The Grand Lodge of Greece through the Masonic
Foundation, donated 10 new prefabricated houses, acording
to spedficdions prescribed by the Ministry of Housing,
along with 80 beds and mattresses, to the municipality of
Ano Liosda, for the neals of the haveless families whose
houses were destroyed in the strong eathquake of September
7, 1999

In summary, the Masonic work is grea, wonderful but never
ends. It will continue axd it will guarantee that Greek
Masonry - the Grand Lodge of Greece- has met succesSully
the test of Greanessand will continueto doso.

Thisisreproduced here with permisson of Grand L odge of
Greece - http://www.grandlodge.gr/history.html

PARTHENON LODGE, Nr 3

Parthenon Lodge No. 3 was originally founded as
Parthenon Lodge No. 112 in Athens, Greece, by
the isaue of Grand Lodge of Greece Warrant No.
141 dated 7th February, 1952
All business of the Lodge was and dtill is
condwcted in the English languege. Its foundng
members were mainly British and American
expatriates employed in Greece in shipping and
asociated induwstries mainly.

ST GEORGE’S LODGE Nr 52

6DLQW *HRUJHIRGJIH LV DQ (QJOLV!
VSHDNLQJ /RGJH ZRUNLQIQGHU W
DXVSLFHV RI WKH 1DWLRQDO

/RGJH RI *UHHFH W PHHWWHJXODL
HYHU\ WK 7KXUVGD\ RI WKPRQWK
6HSWHPEHU 2FWREHU 1RYHPE
-DQXDU\ )HEUXDU\ ODUFK $SULO D(

Sources: 0D\ 7KH LGHD WKDW WKH /RGJH VKE
National EH IRUPHG FDPH DERXW IURP D JUR
Grand Lodge Rl H[SDWULDWHIRP (QJODQG ZKF
of Greece ZHUH DOO EURWKHUV DQG ZHUH P
http://iwwwngl | VRFLDOO\ LQ D KRWHO LQ $WKHQ)
greeceorg/ho 6W *HRUJHTV FOXE 7KH\ GHFLGHC
me.asp?ang= IRUP DQ (QJOLVK VSHDNLQJ /RGJH

EN $WKHQV ZKHUH WKH\ FRXOG F
UHJXODUO\ DQG IXUWKHU DGYDQF
ODVRQLF FDUULHUV 7KH DSSOLFD\
IRUP WKH /RGJH ZDV DFFHSWHG I
WKH /RGJH ZDV FRQVHFUDWHG R(
WK RI -DQXDU\

RSB

Online
at:
ww.bonisteelm.org
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THE LIGHT HOUSE

Their is a longing in ever mason heat to be greda but this
dose not necessarily mean to be widely known nor have ones
name inscribed on tablets in the hall of fame only a small
share of the Masonic family can do that no matter how grea
the dfort or how succes<ul in the ordinary walks of life.

But there is greanessfor more honorable than that which is
written on the pages of history and lauded down by ead
succealing generation. If ead can take part in this phase of a
gread Masonic life. First let us sehow it should began and
develop it in its ealiest stages as an E. P. and this will have
more dfed on F. C. and Mason.

You must have the key that unlocks the doar. Because the
first leson you were thought in masonry that in all of our
works grea or small. Begunor finish.

We should seek the dd of ailmighty GOD DEED: you have
the power to modify or alter your deals because every time
you ad you modify your charader for good a'ill.
CHARACTER: combines the results of a number of deeds.
CHARACTERISTICS! Are fixed habits of the mind the
results of deals © as mas (mason) is the doer of his own
dedds he is the maker of his own charader!

That valuable branch of educaion, which is the MASTER
KEY of Keys of this ancient and honorable society of free
and accepted mason.

And FINALLY! My brethren see&k yeathe narrow path and
the straight gate! With enthusiasm the hea of imagination
excitement of the mind a violent pasgon in pursuit of some
objed hence when that same hea of imagination
chastised by reason and experienceleads to an elevated fancy
anoble dead such asthe ENTHUSIASM of the
Sculptor.
Painter.
Musician.
Lawyer.
And The Traveler.

Given urder my Hands

January 11. AL. 5996A. D. 1996
W. Bro. Carlton T. Johnson P. M.
Abiff Lodge#21f. am

In the dty of Detroit.

State of M Michigan (USA)
(Prince Hall)

|
THE SECRET DOCTRINE

By Joseph Fort Newton

GOD ever shields us from premature idess, said the gradous
and wise Emerson; and so does nature. She holds badk her
seaets urtil man is fit to be entrusted with them, lest by
rashness he destroy himself. Those who seek find, not because
the truth is far off, but becaise the discipline of the quest
makes them ready for the truth, and worthy to receve it. By a
certain sure ingtinct the grea teaders of our racehave regarded
the highest truth less as a gift bestowed than as a trophy to be
won. Everything must not be told to everybody. Truth is power,
and when held by untrue hands it may become aplague. Even
Jesus had His "littl e flock" to whom He confided much which
He kept from the world, or else taugtt it in parables cryptic and
veiled. One of His syings in explanation of His method is
quoted by Clement of Alexandriain his Homili es;

It was not from grudgingnessthat our Lord gave the
charge in a catain Gospel: "My mystery is for Me anc
the sons of My house.”

This more withdrawn teading, hinted in the saying of the
Master, with the ats of spiritual culture employed, has come to
be known as the Seaet Doctring, or the Hidden Wisdom. A
persistent tradition affirms that throughout the ages, and in
every land, behind the system of faith accepted by the masses
an inner and deeper doctrine has been held and taught by those
able to grasp it. This hidden faith has undergone many changes
of outward expresson, using row one set of symbols and now
another, but its central tenets have remained the same; and
necessarily so, since the ultimates of thought are ever
immutable. By the same token, those who have eyes to see
have no dfficulty in penetrating the varying \eil s of expresson
and identifying the underlying truths, thus confirming in the
arcana of faith what we found to be true in its ealiest forms--
the onenessof the human mind and the unity of truth.

There ae those who resent the suggestion that there is, or can
be, seaeqy in regard to spiritual truths which, if momentous at
all, are of common moment to all. For this reason Demonax, in
the Lucian play, would not be initiated, becaisg, if the

Mysteries were bad, he would not keep silent as a warning; and
if they were good, he would proclaim them as a duty. The
objedion is, however, unsound, as a littl e thought will reved.
Seaecy in such matters inheres in the nature of the truths
themselves, not in any affeded superiority of a few eled
minds. Qudlificaion for the knowledge of higher thingsis, and
must always be, a matter of personal fitness Other
gualification there is none. For those who have that fitnessthe
Seaet Doctrine is as clea as aunlight, and for those who have
it not the truth would still be seaet though shouted from the
house-top. The Gredan Mysteries were catainly seaet, yet the
fad of their existence was a matter of common knowledge, and
there was no more seaecy about their sanctuaries than there is
about a cahedral. Their presence testified to the public that a
deegoer than the popular faith did exist, but the right to
admisson into them depended upon the whole-heated wish of
the apirant, and his willi ngress to fit himself to know the
truth. The old maxim applies here, that when the pupil i s ready
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the teader is found waiting, and he passes on to know a
truth hitherto hidden because he laded either the gotitude
or the desire.

All is mystery as of course, but mystification is another
thing, and the tendency to befog a theme which needsto be
clarified, isto beregretted. Here

lies, perhaps, the red reason for the feding of resentment
against the ideaof a Seaet Doctrine, and one must admit
that it is not without justification. For example, we ae told
that behind the age-long strugde of man to know the truth
there eists a hidden fraternity of initiates, adepts in
esoteric lore, known to themselves but not to the world,
who have had in their kegping, through the centuries, the
high truths which they permit to be dimly adumbrated in
the popular faiths, but which the rest of the race ae toc
obtuse, even yet, to grasp save in an imperfed and limited
degree These hidden sages, it would seem, look upon our
egyer aspiring humanity much like the patient masters of
an idiot school, watching it go on forever seeking without
finding, while they sit in sedusion keguing the keys of the
occult. All of which would be very wonderful, if true. It is,
however, only one more of those fascinating fictions with
which mystery-mongers entertain themselves, and deceve
others. Small wonder that thinking men turn from such
fanciful folly with mingled fedings of pity and disgust.
Sages there have been in every land and time, and their
lofty wisdom has the unity which inheres in al high
human thought, but that there is now, or has ever been, a
conscious, much lessa mntinuous, fellowship of superior
souls holding as ®aets truths denied to their fell ow-men,
verges upon the asurd.

Indeed, what is cdled the Seaet Doctrine differs not one
whit from what has been taught openly and eanestly, so
far as auch truth can be taugh in words or pictured in
symbals, by the highest minds of almost every land and
language. The difference lies lessin what is taught than in
the way in which it is taught; not so much in matter as in
method. Also, we must not forget that, with few
exceptions, the men who have led our racefarthest along
the way toward the Mount of Vision, have not been men
who leaned their lore from any coterie of esoteric experts,
but, rather, men who told in song what they had been
taught in sorrow--initiates into eternal truth, to be sure, but
by the graceof God and the divine right of genius! Sees,
sages, mystics, saints-these ae they who, having sough
in sincerity, found in redity, and the memory of them is a
kind of religion. Some of them, like Pythagoras, were
trained for their quest in the schoadls of the Searet Doctrine,
but others went their way alone, though rever unattended,
and, led by "the vision splendid,” they came a last to the
gate and passd into the City.

Why, then, it may be asked, spes of such a thing as the
Seaet Doctrine & all, since it were better named the Open
Secaet of the world? For two reasons, both of which have
been intimated: first, in the olden times unwonted
knowledge of any kind was a very dangerous possesson,
and the truths of science ad philosophy, equally with

religious ideas other than those in vogue anong the multitude,
had to seek the protedion of obscurity. If this necessty gave
designing priestcraft its oppatunity, it nevertheless offered the
seaurity and silence needed by the thinker and seeker after truth
in dark times. Hence there aose in the acient world, wherever
the human mind was alive and spiritual, systems of exoteric
and esoteric instruction; that is, of truth taught openly and truth
conceded. Disciples were advanced from the outside to the
inside of this divine phil osophy, as we have seen, by degrees of
initiation. Whereas, by symbdls, dark sayings, and dramatic
ritual the novice recaved only hints of what was later made
plain.

Seaond, this hidden teating may indeed be described as the
open seaet of the world, because it is open, yet understooc
only by those fit to recave it. What kept it hidden was no
arbitrary restriction, but only a ladk of insight and fineness of
mind to appredate and asdmilate it. Nor could it be otherwise;
and this is as true today as ever it was in the days of the
Mysteries, and so it will be until whatever isto be the end of
mortal things. Fitnessfor the finer truths cannot be conferred; it
must be developed. Without it the teadings of the sages are
enigmas that seam unintelli gible, if not contradictory. In so far,
then, as the discipline of initiation, and its use of art in drama
and symbol, help toward purity of soul and spiritua
awakening, by so much do they prepare men for the truth; by
so much and no further. So that, the Seaet Doctrine, whether
as taught by the ancient Mysteries or by modern Masonry, is
lessa doctrine than a discipline; a method o organized spiritual
culture, and as such has aplace ad a ministry among men.

Perhaps the greaest student in this field of esoteric teading
and method, certainly the greaest now living, is Arthur Edward
Waite, to whom it is a pleasure to pay tribute. By nature ¢
symbadlist, if not a sagamentalist, he found in such studies a
task for which he was amost idedly fitted by temperament,
training, and genius. Engaged in business but not absorbed by
it, yeas of quiet, leisurely toil have made him mester of the
vast literature and lore of his aubjed, to the study of which he
brought a religious nature, the acaracy and skill of a scholar, a
sureness and delicagy of insight at once sympathetic and
criticd, the soul of a poet, and a patience & urtiring as it is
rewarding; qualiti es rare indeed, and still more rarely blended.
Prolific but seldom prolix, he writes with gace ease, and
lucidity, albeit in a style often opulent, and touched at times
with lights and jewels from old alchemists, antique liturgies,
remote and haunting romance, seaet orders of initiation, and
other recondite sources not easily traced. Much leaning and
many kinds of wisdom are in his pages, and withal an air of
serenity, of tolerance and if he is of those who turn down
another stree when mirades are performed in the
neighborhood, it is becaise, having found the inner truth, he

asksfor no sign.

Always he writes in the mnviction that al grea subjeds bring
us badk to the one subjed which is aone gred, and that
scholarly criticisms, folk-lore, and degy philosophy are little
less than wselessif they fall short of direding ws to our true
end--the atainment of that living Truth which is about us
everywhere. He mnceives of our mortal life & one dernal
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Quest of that living Truth, taking many phases and forms, yet
ever at heat the same aspiration, to tracewhich he has made
it his labor and joy to essay. Through al his pages he is
following out the tradition of this Quest, in its myriad
aspeds, espedaly since the Christian era, disfigured thougt
it has been at times by superstition, and distorted at others by
bigotry, but still, in what guise soever, containing as its
seaet the meaning of the life of man from his birth to his
reunion with God who is his Goal. And the result is a series
of volumes noble in form, united in aim, unique in wedth of
reveding beauty, and of unequall ed worth.

Beginning as far bad as 1886 Waite isaued his gudy of the
Mysteries of Magic, a digest of the writings of Eliphas Levi,
to whom Albert Pike was more indebted than he let us know.
Then followed the Real History of the Rosicrucians, which
traces, as far as any mortal may trace the thread of fad
whereon is grung the romance of a fraternity the very
existence of which has been doubted and denied by turns.
Like dl hiswork, it beas the impressof knowledge from the
adua sources, betraying Hs extraordinary leaning and his
exceptional experience in this kind of inquiry. Of the Quest
in its distinctively Christian asped, he has written in The
Hidden Church of the Holy Graal; a work of rare beauty, of
bewildering richness written in a style which, partaking of
the quality of the story told, is not at all after the manner of
these days. But the Grad Legend is only one aped of the
old-world saaed Quest, uniting the symbals of chivalry with
Christian faith. Masonry is another; and no one may ever
hope to write of The Seaet Tradition in Masonry with more
insight and charm, or a touch more sure and reveding, than
this gradous gudent for whom Masonry perpetuates the
instituted Mysteries of antiquity, with much else derived
from innumerable store-houses of treasure. His last work is a
survey of The Seaet Doctrine in Israel, being a study of the
Zohar, or Hebrew "Book of Splendor," a fea for which no
Hebrew scholar has had the heat. This Bible of Kabbalism is
indeed so confused and confusing that only a "golden
dustman" would have had the patience to sift out its gems
from the mountain of dross and attempt to reduce its wide-
weltering chaos to order. Even Waite, with al his gift of
reseach and narration, finds little more than geams of dawn
in a dim forest, brilli ant vapors, and glints that tell by their
very perversity and strangeness

Whether this age-old legend of the Quest be woven about the
Cup of Christ, aLost Word, or adesign left unfinished by the
deah of a Master Builder, it has aways these things in
common: first, the memorials of a grea loss which has
befallen humanity by sin, making our race apilgrim host
ever in seach; seaond, the intimation that what was lost still
exists mewhere in time axd the world, although deeply
buried; third, the faith that it will ultimately be found and the
vanished glory restored; fourth, the substitution of something
temporary and less than the best, albeit never in a way to
adjourn the quest; fifth, and more rarely, the felt presence of
that which was lost under veils close to the hands of all.
What though it take many forms, from the pathetic
pil grimage of the Wandering Jew to the journey to fairyland
in quest of The Blue Bird, it is ever and always the same.
These ae but so many symbadls of the fad that men are made

of one blood and ban to one nedd; that they should seek the
Lord, if haply they might fed after Him, and find Him,
thoughHe is not far from every one of us; for in Him we live
and move and have our being.

What, then, is the Seaet Doctrine, of which this sea-like
scholar has written with so many improvisations of
eloquence and emphasis, and of which ead of usisin quest?
What, indeed, but that which al the world is se&ing-
knowledge of Him whom to know aright is the fulfill ment of
every human reed: the kinship of the soul with God; the life
of purity, honor, and piety demanded by that high heredity;
the unity and fell owship of the racein duty and destiny; and
the faith that the soul is deahless as God its Father is
deahlesd Now to accept this faith as a mere philosophy is
one thing, but to redize it as an experience of the innermost
heat is another and a deegper thing. No man knows the Searet
Doctrine until it has become the seaet of his ul, the
reigning reality of histhough, the inspiration d his acts, the
form and color and dory of his life. Happily, owing to the
growth of the racein spiritua intelligence and power, the
highest truth is no longer held as a saaed seaet. Still, if art
has efficagy to surprise and reved the dusive Spirit of Truth,
when truth is dramaticdly presented it is made vivid and
impressve, strengthening the faith of the strongest and
bringing aray of hearenly light to many a baffled seeker.

Ever the Quest goes on, thoughiit is permitted some of us to
believe that the Lost Word has been found, in the only way
in which it can ever be found--even in the life of Him who
was "the Word made flesh," who dwelt among s and whose
grace ad beauty we know. Of this Quest Masonry is an
asped, continuing the high tradition of humanity, asking men
to unite in the search for the thing most worth finding, that
ead may share the faith of al. Apart from its rites, there is
no mystery in Masonry, save the mystery of al grea and
simple things. So far from being Hdden or occult, its glory
liesin its openness and its emphasis upon the rediti es which
are to the human world what light and air are to nature. Its
mystery is of so grea a kind that it is easily overlooked; its
seaet amost too simple to be found out.

Reprint From Book, The Builders a Story and study of masonry By Joseph
Fort Newton. Regarding for Copyrights please seeinformation on page 16 -
Fair Use Notice

July 21, 1880- January 24, 1950

Baptist minister and masonic author, Joseph Fort

Newton is remembered for several masonic books,

The Builders in 1914and The Men'sHousein 192!
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THE INTELLE CTUAL QUALIFICATIONS OF
CANDIDATES

By Albert G. Mackey

The Old Charges and Ancient Constitutions are not as
explicit in relation to the intelledual as to the moral and
physicd qudificaions of candidates, and, therefore, in
coming to a dedsion on this sibjed, we ae mmpelled to
draw our conclusions from analogy, from common sense,
and from the pealliar charader of the ingtitution. The
guestion that here suggests itself on this sibjed is, what
particular amount of human leaning is required as a
congtitutional qualification for initi ation?

During a caeful examination of every ancient document to
which | have had access | have met with no pasitive
enadment forbidding the almisson of uneducated persons,
even of those who can neither read nor write. The unwritten,
as well as the written laws of the Order, require that the
candidate shall be neither afool nor an idiot, but that he shall
possess a discred judgment, and be in the enjoyment of all
the senses of a man. But one who is unable to subscribe his
name, or to read it when written, might still very easily prove
himself to be within the requirements of this regulation. The
Congtitutions of England, formed since the union of the two
Grand Lodges in 1813 are cetainly explicit enough on this
subjed. They require esen more than a bare knowledge of
reading and writing, for, in describing the qualifications of a
candidate, they say:

"He should be alover of the liberal arts and sciences, and
have made some progressin one or other of them; and he
must, previous to his initiation, subscribe his name & full
length, to a dedaration of the following import," etc. And in
a note to this regulation, it is said, "Any individua who
cannot write is, consequently, ineligible to be admitted into
the Order." If this authority were universal in its charader,
there would be no necessty for a further discusson of the
subjed. But the modern constitutions of the Grand Lodge of
England are only of force within its own jurisdiction, and we
are therefore aain compelled to resort to a mode of
reasoning for the proper deduction of our conclusions on this
subjed.

It is undoubtedly true that in the ealy period d the world,
when Freamasonry took its origin, the ats of realing and
writing were not so generally disseminated among all classes
of the community as they now are, when the blessngs of a
common educaion can be realily and chealy obtained. And
it may, therefore, be supposed that among our ancient
Brethren there were many who could neither read nor write.
But after dl, this is a mere asaumption, which, athough it
may be based on probability, has no drea evidence for its
suppat. And, on the other hand, we see throughout all our
ancient regulations, that a marked distinction was made by
our rulers between the Freemason and the Mason who was
not free as, for instance in the mnclusion of the fifth
chapter of the Ancient Charges, where it is sid: "No laborer
shall be employed in the common work of Masonry, nor
shall Freamasons work with those who are not free without
an ugent necessty." And this would seem to indicate ¢
higher estimation by the fraternity of their own charader,
which might be derived from their greaer attainments in

knowledge. That in those days the ordinary operative masons
could neither read nor write, is a fad established by history.
But it does not follow that the Freemasons, who were ¢
separate society of craftsmen, were in the same unheppy
cdegory; it is even probable, that the fad that they were not
so, but that they were, in comparison with the unacceted
masons, educated men, may have been the reason of the
distinction made between these two classes of workmen.

But further, all the teadings of Freamasonry are delivered on
the asumption that the redpients are men of some education,
with the means of improving their minds and increasing their
knowledge. Even the Entered Apprenticeis reminded, by the
roughand perfed ashlars, of the importance and necessty of
a virtuous educdion, in fitting Hm for the discharge of his
duties. To the Fellow Craft, the study of the liberal arts and
sciences is eanestly recommended; and indedd, that saaed
hieroglyphic, the knowledge of whose occult significaion
congtitutes the most solemn part of his instruction,
presupposes an agjuaintance d least with the at of reading.
And the Master Mason is expresdy told in the explanation of
the forty-seventh problem of Euclid, as one of the symbals of
the third degree that it was introduced into Masonry to teat
the Brethren the value of the ats and sciences, and that the
Mason, like the discoverer of the problem, our ancient
Brother Pythagoras, should be a diligent cultivator of
leaning. Our ledures, too, abound in allusions which none
but a person of some aultivation of mind could understand or
appredate, and to address them, or any portion of our
charges which refer to the improvement of the intellead and
the aigmentation of knowledge, to persons who can neither
read nor write, would be, it seems to us, a mockery unworthy
of the saaed charader of our institution.

From these fads and this method o reasoning, | deduce the
conclusion that the framers of Masonry, in its present
organizaion as a speadlative institution, must have intended
to admit none into its fraternity whose minds had not
receved some preliminary cultivation, and | am, therefore,
clealy of opinion, that a person who cannot read and write is
not legally qualified for admisgon.

As to the inexpediency of receving such candidates, there
can be no question or doubt. If Masonry be, as its disciples
claim for it, a scientific institution, whose grea objed is to
improve the understanding and to enlarge and adorn the
mind, whose dcharader cannot be gpredated, and whose
lesons of symbolic wisdom cannot be aquired, without
much studious applicaion, how preposterous would it be to
place among its disciples, one who had lived to adult yeas,
without having krown the necesdty or felt the anbition for a
knowledge of the dphabet of his mother tongue? Such a man
could make no advancement in the at of Masonry; and whil e
he would confer no substantial advantage on the institution,
he would, by his manifest incgpadty and ignorance, detrad,
in the e/es of strangers, from its honor and dignity as an
intell edual society.

Idiots and madmen are excluded from admisson into the
Order, for the evident reason that the former from an
absence and the latter from a perversion of the intellecual
faaulties, are incgpable of comprehending the objeds, or of
assuuming the responsbilities and oMigations of the
institution.

A question here suggests itself whether a person of present
The Intell ectual Qualifications of Candidates — Continued on page No. 1€

WINTER 2006

THE RISING POINT # 1PAGE 15



L |
MAILING ADDRESS

THE RISING POINT
Bonisted Masonic Library
2875W. Liberty Road
Ann Arbor, M1 48103
www.bonistedml.org

Editor -in - Chief
Mitchell Ozog
mozog@bonistedml.org

THE RISING POINT istheofficial pulication of Bonisted Masonic Library
andis published four times per year. Subscription rate; $6.00 per year available
only in Bladk White print. Also is available by email, or from BML web site,
which is freeto members of any The Masonic Jurisdiction. Masonic Bodies
are welcome to reprint from this pubicaion provided that the article is
reprinted in full, the name of the author and the source of the article are
indicated, and a apy of the pubicaion containing the reprint is ent to the
editor.

Submissons to this pubicaion and al Correspondence concerning this
pubication should come through the Editor Mitchell Ozog. The Editor reserves
theright to edit all materials received.

Fair Use Notice

The Bonisted Masonic Library web site and pullication THE RISING
POINT may at times contain copyrighted material the use of which has not
always been specificaly authorized by the copyright owner. We are making
such material available in our eff orts to advance understanding of
environmental, politica, human rights, economic, democragy, scientific, and
social justice isaues, etc.. We believe this constitutes a fair use' of any such
copyrighted material as provided for in section 1070f the US Copyright Law.
If you wish to use copyrighted material from this ste or the publicaion Rising
Point for purposes of your own that go beyond 'fair use', you must obtain
permisgon from the copyright owner.

In acordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the material on The Bonisted
Masonic Library web site and puBication Rising Point is distributed without
profit to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving the included
information for research and educational purposes. For more information goto:
http://www.law.cornell .edu/uscode/17/107.shtml

United Sates Code: Title 17, Sedion 107
http://wwwa.law.cornell .edu/uscode/unframed/17/107.html

Notwithstandng the provisions of sedions 106 and 108, the fair use of a
copyrighted work, including such use by reproductionin copies or
phonaeaoords or by any other means edfied by that sedion, for purposes
such as criti cism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including multiple
copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, isnot aninfringement of
copyright. In determining whether the use made of a work in any particular
caseisa fair use the factors to be mnsidered shall include - (1) the purpase
andcharacter of the use, including whether such useisof a comnercial nature
or isfor nongofit educationd purpases; (2) the nature of the mpyrighted
work; (3) the amount and substartiality of the portion used in relation to the
copyrighted work as a whole; and (4) the dfed of the use uponthe potential
market for or value of the mpyrighted work. The fact that a work is
unpubished shall nat itself bar a finding d fair useif such findingis made
uponconsideration o all the abovefactors.

The Intellectual Qualifications of Candidates — Continued from page No. 15

WE HAVE A SPACE RESERVED FOR YOU!

The alvertising that appeas onthis pulicaion will defray the wsts of
Masonic Review. At the same time, your businessname s presented
to Masonic familiesin your ared Please amail to Editor Mitchell Ozog
at mozog@bornistedml.org if you are interested in pladng an ad,
which will suppat your Masonic Review.

sound mind, but who had formerly been deranged, can
legaly be initiated. The answer to this question turns on the
fad of his having perfedly recvered. If the present sanity of
the gplicant is merely a lucid interval, which physicians
know to be sometimes vouched to lunatics, with the esolute
certainty, or at best, the strong probability, of an eventual
return to a state of mental derangement, he is not, of course,
qualified for initiation. But if there has been a red and
durable recvery (of which a physician will be a ompetent
judge), then there can be no passhle objedion to his
admisson, if otherwise digible. We ae not to look to what
the candidate oncewas, but to what he now is.

Dotage, or the mental imbeadlity produced by excessve old
age, is also adisqualification for admisson. Distinguished as
it is by puerile desires and pursuits, by a failure of the
memory, a deficiency of the judgment, and a genera
obliteration of the mental powers, its external signs are eaily
appredated, and furnish at once dundant reason why, like
idiots and madmen, the superannueted ddard is unfit to be
the redpient of our mystic instructions.

From Book of The Principles of Masonic Law A Treatise on
the Congtitutionad Laws, Usages And Landmarks of
Freemasonr, By Albert G. Mackey
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