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How Are We Preparing Our Leaders?
Among the hidden benefits of becoming a Mason is that it builds character. It also
helps develop our speaking and presentation skills as we learn catechisms and ritual.
Aside from this, there is little to teach Lodge officers how to be leaders. Normally,
when someone is elected or appointed to a chair there is considerable on-the-job
training where they will inevitably make mistakes. By the time someone becomes
Master of a Lodge they should know how to perform such tasks as preparing a
budget, how to establish objectives, plan and schedule activities, managing finances
and investments, and set the Craft to work with proper instruction for their labor.
Our rituals teach us some valuable lessons regarding life, but not how to be a better a
leader.

Bonisteel Masonic Library Announces New EA Program
The term “Intender” comes from the old Operative Lodges of Scotland. In
the first Grand Lodge the Intender was an important official, entrusted with
the instruction of new candidates. The word “intend” meant: to teach, extend,
and expand the understanding of the Art of Masonry especially to the younger
craftsmen.
The Bonisteel Masonic Library of Ann Arbor offers to all recently initiated EA
Degree Masons an opportunity to discover the Masonic Internet and it potential
for learning about Masonic history, philosophy, and the Blue Lodge. The
instruction is held on the 1st Monday of the month at the Ann Arbor Masonic
Temple, 2875 W. Liberty Rd. Ann arbor, MI 48103 734-347-9508
Karl W. Grube, Ph.D., President
Bonisteel Masonic Library of Ann Arbor
Kgrube@bonisteelml.org - e-mail
www.bonisteelml.org - web site

It is a false assumption that just because someone sits in a chair in a Masonic Lodge,
they are suddenly possessed with the required knowledge and skills to lead and
manage. A person’s professional background may be such that they have never had
any formal training or experience in this regard. Although they may valiantly try to
lead, inevitably, they are ineffective and the Lodge flounders.
I believe one of the best vehicles for preparing someone to become an effective
Worshipful Master is to serve as a Little League umpire, which I did for a number
of years We take baseball pretty seriously down here in Florida. Its not just a matter
of volunteering your time. There are several clinics to attend and books to study.
Whereas coaches manage their individual teams, umpires manage the game. From
this experience, I learned several things:
•

Pre-game preparations (checking the condition of the field and
equipment, and briefing the coaches).

•

The need for fair play,

•

That nothing happens until the umpire makes the call.
(You should take your time so that you make the right call.)

•

Make your calls loud and clear.

•

Recognize when you have made a mistake and rectify it.

•

Maintaining order and discipline on the field.

•

Handling hecklers (my personal favorite).

•

Sportsmanship.

•

And how to properly dress as an umpire.
Continued on page 4
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For those of you who have served as an umpire or a referee in other sports, you know
exactly what I am talking about. As a sports official, you assume certain responsibilities
that many other people depend on. As such, it shouldn’t be taken lightly and you should
learn as much as possible to do your job effectively. Being a Worshipful Master is
essentially no different. True, you have to know Masonic ritual, but you must also know
how to manage the Lodge, and this involves developing planning and people skills.
Very few Grand Lodges offer programs to develop such skills, if any. I understand the
Grand Lodge of California has a program whereby officers must be certified in order to
graduate to another chair. This makes a lot of sense to me. It gives the person a glimpse
of what lies ahead of him instead of learning it under fire.
I would like to see more robust training programs for officers to properly prepare them
for their job. To this end, I recently wrote a paper entitled “Bryce’s Crash Course in
Management.” This was done as part of my management consulting business, but the
lessons inculcated in it are every bit as applicable to a Masonic Lodge as they are to a
commercial enterprise. The paper is free and you can download it from - http://www.
phmainstreet.com/mba/ss051121.pdf
Better yet, I developed a free 45 minute multimedia presentation on the subject you
can download from http://www.phmainstreet.com/mba/manage.htm
As our membership declines and our expenses continue to rise, we need to properly
cultivate Lodge leaders to prepare them for the years ahead. My paper is but one small
step in that direction. Ideally, it would be nice to see Grand Lodges develop more
sophisticated programs to develop the skills needed to steer our Lodges through the
troubled waters ahead.
W:.Tim Bryce, PM, MPS
timb001@phmainstreet.com
Reprinted by permission of the author and “FreeMason Information”
http://www.freemasoninformation.com
NEW EBOOK OF BRO. TIM BRYCE -
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degrees at irregular times.
7. The prerogative of the Grand Master to grant dispensation for opening and
holding lodges.
8. The prerogative of the Grand Master to make Masons on sight.
9. The necessity of Masons to congregate in lodges.
10. The government of every lodge by a Master and two Wardens.
11. The necessity that every lodge, when duly congregated, should be tyled.
12. The right of every Mason to be represented in all general meetings of the craft
and to instruct his representatives.
13. The right of every Mason to appeal from the decision of his brethren in lodge
convened, to the Grand Lodge or General Assembly of Masons.
14. The right of every Mason to visit and sit in every regular lodge.
15. That no visitor, not known to some brother present as a Mason, can enter a
lodge without undergoing an examination.
16. That no lodge can interfere in the business or labor of another lodge.
17. That every Freemason is amendable to the laws and regulations of the Masonic
Jurisdiction in which he resides.
18. That every candidate for initiation must be a man, free born and of lawful age.
19. That every Mason must believe in the existence of God as the Grand Architect
of the Universe.
20. That every Mason must believe in a resurrection to a future life.
21. That a book of the law of God must constitute an indispensable part of the
furniture of every lodge.
22. That all men, in the sight of God, are equal and meet in the lodge on one
common level.
23. That Freemasonry is a secret society in possession of secrets that cannot be
divulged.
24. That Freemasonry consists of a speculative science founded on an operative
art.
25. That the landmarks of Masonry can never be changed. These constitute the
landmarks, or as they have sometimes been called, “the body of Masonry,” in
which it is not in the power of man or a body of men to make the least innovation.

in basic management issues, such as Lodge officers. The book doesn’t ramble; it gets

To see more regarding 25 LANDMARKS OF FREEMASONRY please visit
Our web site of Bonisteel Masonic Library at: http://www.bonisteelml.org/25_
LANDMARKS_OF_FREEMASONRY.htm
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Although it does not relate to Freemasonry directly, its a good read for anyone interested

straight to the point and represents a common sense approach to managing in today’s
corporate world with a dash of humor thrown in. This “food for thought” eBook is a
handy handbook for today’s managers and the next generation of workers. Available
as an eBook and implemented as an Adobe Reader PDF file. “The book has a good
flow. Well written and has tons of good ideas on management.” Free Excerpt from the
Book (requires Adobe Acrobat Reader),http://www.phmainstreet.com/mba/brycetry.
pdf to order http://www.phmainstreet.com/mba/bryce2.htm
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Continued from page 27
variety of secret societies, religious cults, and private fanatics and calls the whole thing
Freemasonry, is not a writer whose pages are to be taken seriously.
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MOUTH TO EAR
By Ernest Borgnine, 33
Member, Abingdon Lodge #48, Virginia

LETTER, COMMENTS AND OPINION FROM OUR READERS...

(From The Scottish Rite Journal)

That Light on the Back of Your Car is Out!

By Sean S. Dykhouse, PM

25 LANDMARKS OF FREEMASONRY

1. The Modes of recognition.
2. The division of Symbolic Masonry into three degrees.
3. The legend of the third degree.
4. The government of the fraternity by a presiding officer called a Grand Master,
who is elected from the body of tile craft.
5. The prerogative of the Grand Master to preside over every assembly of the craft,
wheresoever and whensoever held.
6. The prerogative of the Grand Master to grant dispensations for conferring
Summer 2006
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Occasionally I would be assigned to go down to the printing shop and get posters made
for the upcoming shows at the Barter Theater. One day, in talking to the owner of the
print shop, one Elmo Vaughan, I found that he belonged to the local Masonic Lodge,
No. 48, in Abingdon. My father was also a Mason and had advanced to the Thirtysecond Degree in Scottish Rite Masonry, and I told this to Elmo. He was pleased, and
sensing his pleasure, I asked him if maybe I could join. He said nothing, continuing his
work, and a short while later, I took my posters and left.
The next time I saw Elmo, I asked him again about joining the Masonic Order - again he
said nothing - and again my work took me away. We became good friends and finally
one day I passed by and again I asked if I could join the Masons. Instantly, he whipped
out an application and I hurriedly filled it out. I didn’t learn ‘til later, that in those days,
you had to ask three times.
I was thrilled! Not only was I going to be the first actor ever in Lodge No. 48, but I
could just imagine my father’s surprise when I would spring the old greetings on him!
I wanted only to surprise my Dad - and was I surprised, when after I was made an
Entered Apprentice, I found I had to remember everything that happened to me at that
event and come back and answer questions about it!
I was assigned to a dear old man of about 92 years of age who, I felt, must have been
there when the Lodge first started. He was really of the old school - and he started me
out with the foot-to-foot, knee-to-knee and mouth-to-ear routine of teaching. Besides
doing my work for the Barter Theater and a little acting to boot, I was also going to that
dear Brother for my work in Masonry.
I would tramp all over those lovely hills and work on my “Whence came you’s” and
one day - oh, one fine day - I stood foot-to-foot with my Brother and answered every
question perfectly! I was ecstatic! I was overjoyed and couldn’t wait to get to Lodge
to show my ability as an Entered Apprentice. After I quieted down, that dear Brother
said, “You’ve done fine, but aren’t you really only half started?” I couldn’t believe him!
Summer 2006

Continued on page 6

Be prepared.
I make no apologies for what you are about to read. Some of our Masons are missing.
I don’t mean they’re vanished, like some cosmic rapture, or that they’re “disappeared”
by fascist forces as happens in those totalitarian regimes we’re slipping near... I mean
they’re good men, becoming better, when you see them in lodge, or when you visit
them for lunch. But when they tuck their Masonic ring into they driving gloves and
hop in the car, they refuse to put the emblem of blue lodge on the rear of their set of
wheels. That’s personal preference and to each his own, but what worries me is this.
Out of three members of our fraternity who refuse the vehicular symbol, they all gave
the exact same reason, with no coalition on their part: “I’m a lousy driver,” they all
admit sheepishly, and they wouldn’t want it to reflect on the fraternity. Now, any of you
who know me know I’m the last driver to claim perfection. What I perform in a vehicle
can more be called aiming than steering. But you can’t hide from it. People drive with
their tempers in this day and age. Someone makes the news every week in Michigan
for driving outlandishly and dangerously because of ego run wild. What worries me is
that we members think that kind of driving might be OK. Or worse, we’re so OK with
it, we think it’s behavior we won’t correct in ourselves, but we can muddy the waters
a little to make it unclear who we are - no Masonic Light on the car, no vanity plate or
bumper stickers...Did we join this organization because we are good men who want to
be made better?

In 1946, 1 traveled with a friend down to a little town called Abingdon, Virginia, to see
what the Barter Theater had to offer. It offered nothing except hard work and board. My
friend, not accepting the work they offered him, stayed one day - I stayed five years.
In that time I grew to love the town and all it offered. The people, in particular, were
simply marvelous.
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I knew my work; what else was there? He said “Wouldn’t it be better if you knew all
the questions too?” I couldn’t believe my ears! All that hard work and only half done?
He gently sat me down foot-to-foot, knee-to-knee and mouth-to-ear and taught me all
the questions. That didn’t come easy, because I was almost doing the work by rote, but
with careful listening and by really applying myself, I was soon able to deliver all the
questions and answers perfectly! The night that I stood in front of the Lodge and was
asked if I were ready to answer the questions of an Entered Apprentice, I respectfully
asked if I could do both - questions and answers. I was granted that wish and later found
that I was the second man in my Lodge to have ever done so! I am truly proud of that,
never having demitted, I am still a member in good standing in Abingdon Lodge No.
48.
I tell this story not for the merit it might gain me, but to tell you that learning the Entered
Apprentice obligation taught me a great lesson in acting as well: that before I ever
attempt to do a part I should work, rehearse, feel, almost live that part to know what I
am talking about!
As I’ve advanced in Masonry, I have found we are an elite group of people who believe
in God, country, family and neighbors. We work hard to help our fellowman; and
through our charitable work, such as support for the Childhood Language Disorders
Centers, we have made it possible to help many children grow Into good American
citizens. We should always be proud of the Order we belong to. Where in all the world
do you find so many great men and Brothers who have helped the whole wide world?
But - we are hiding our light under a bushel basket! Recently I attended a dinner for a
friend, and I ran across a Brother who identified himself in a hushed voice. I asked why
he spoke in a whisper when talking about Masonry, and suddenly I realized he wasn’t
the only one who had ever done that. I speak out loud about Masonry to everyone!
I’m proud of the fact that I belong to an organization that made me a better American,
Christian, husband and neighbor; and all it took was a little self-determination by going
foot-to-foot, knee-to-knee, and mouth-to-ear! [RAH note: This article took my attention
as soon as I read it and believe it can be an excellent tool when working with our
candidates and their proficiencies. When our Lodge presents a copy of The Craft And
Its Symbols to a newly initiated Brother, a copy of “Mouth To Ear” will be included. It
should be an inspiration to the candidate while learning his work. Suggest the you use
this when contacting Brothers who are lax in learning their work. Also suggest making
copies for the candidates coaches in your Lodge so they can make them available to
their candidates. And I also suggest, for a better appearance, deleting this paragraph
before reproducing.]

ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND FREEMASONRY
Abraham Lincoln was not a Mason, but he possessed and displayed all the important
qualities of Freemasonry: faith, hope, and charity, belief in God, the equality of all
people, and the ability of each person to improve. He came into contact with many
Continued on page 7
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be taken on anybody’s mere say-so, even though the say-soer himself wore the apron.
In other words, the laws of evidence are in full force in the Masonic province. Masonic
Scholarship! what crimes have been committed in thy name by those who have forgotten
thissimple fact! In the second place, it is always necessary to ascertain the competency
of the author himself (or herself) to deal with the matter in hand. Facts themselves
are useless to one incapable of thought. What impression of the intellectual capacities
of the Beautiful Lady do you gain from the above, especially from that diverting
paragraph in which she develops a quite Jesuit bit of argument drawn from the eventful
experiences of Adam and Eve? Does it anywhere appear that she knows anything about
Masonry herself? Would a well-informed writer have mixed together the Illuminati, the
Thaumaterges, the Messiah Worshippers and all that into one whole and dubbed the
thing Masonry? It is evident that the Beautiful Lady knew nothing about her subject,
even though more than once she clearly attempts to make the reader believe that she
has seen behind the curtains of it all. When one is being invited to receive a palpable
deceit it is well that he become sceptic at once and read on with a grain of salt.
Note another thing, not closely connected with the above. Suppose that you have read
another account of Frederick’s doings in Masonry, etc., and that, as would be very sure
to happen, your author’s account would violently disagree with that furnished by the
Beautiful Lady: how would you decide in your mind which of the two to believe, or
whether either one might be true in his (or her) statements? In such a dilemma it is wise
to refer the matter to the experts. The experts may disagree, that is true. They often do,
and in that case one must let his judgment hang in suspense: but usually on important
matters, and where there is much available data, the experts are sure to be in general
agreement, and if so it is seldom difficult to learn what are their conclusions. (THE
BUILDER exists in order, among other things, to make accessible to Masonic students
the work of Masonic experts). It happens that THE BUILDER published. recently an
opinion by an expert on some of the very things about which Lady Craven writes so
engagingly. In the month of December for last year you will find Arthur Edward Waite’s
reply (and what a thrilling reply it was!) to the canards against Freemasonry published
by the London Morning Post. Look up that article and read what that “master of those
who know” had to say about Frederick the Great, and the Illuminati, etc. (Wouldn’t it
be “rich” to read a reply from Brother Waite to the article on Freemasonry published
in the Roman Catholic Encyclopedia? Such a reply would surpass the one referred
to above, and would be worth going miles to see!) Lastly, when the beginner makes
his debut into the field of Masonic lore he soon grows dizzy at the complexity of it
all, begins to realize too keenly his own ignorance, and is tempted to abandon it all at
the start. Brother Beginner, do nothing of the kind. Put up with your helpless sense
of bewilderment while you doggedly wade through six or seven volumes of Masonic
history: After awhile the country will begin very gradually to disclose itself; you will
see the great landmarks emerging from the mist; and finally the highways will stand
clearly revealed. After that it is no trouble to walk therein. You will gain confidence in
yourself; you will not abase yourself any more at the feet of every author you encounter;
you will come at last to have an informed judgment on Masonic matters and to trust that
judgment. Long before you have reached that satisfactory stage you will have learned
enough to see that any writer who lumps together a great
Summer 2006
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origin. Thus puzzled and perplexed, the system of the Templars was abandoned, and an
Order instituted of the Chivalry of Beneficence. Every secret association has something
of resemblance to a conspiracy, and it is incumbent on every Government to watch
over it. But some consideration must be paid to the characters of the members. If they
will not bear the test of inspection, doubtless measures should be taken to prevent their
increase, with moderation and prudence. And when it is more-over remembered that
Sweden lost its constitution from these associations, which are frequently composed
of men profound in design and indefatigable in perseverance, no means should be laid
aside which may develop their plans. . . .
(1) Frederick von der Trenck (1726-1794), a native of Konigsberg. His arrest at Dantzic
in 1754 caused a great sensation throughout Europe. He was not liberated until 1756.
He was denouched as a spy in France, and guillotined July 25, 1794. (2) Frederick the
Great was, however, an ardent Freemason, and as such was instrumental in arranging
the initiation into, the Order of more than one member of the British Royal Foraily. (3)
Charles William Ferdinand, Duke of Brunswick (1735 - 1806) killed at the battle of
Jena. He was an ardent Freemason, and entered into friendly relations with the English
Grand Lodge. (4) The Margravine in this instance is mistaken. Masonry of Adoption,
or Feminine Freemasonry, was extensively practised in France and on the Continent.
Marie Antoinette and her sister Caroline, Queen of Naples, both belonged to the Order
of which the unfortunate Princesse de Lamballe was for a time Grand Mistress. (5)
Charles, Duke of Courland (b. 1728). (6) Brother of the reigning Landgrave William
IX. Born 29 Dec, 1744. (7) Johann Caspar Lavater (1741-1801). (8) Friedrich Anton
Mesmer (1734-1815). (9) Alexander Cagliostro (1745-1795). His connection with
Freemasonry is fully, but not exhaustively, described in Mr. W.R. H. Trowbridge’s
biography (1910). (10) La Metrie wrote a book called “Man, a Machine.” It was
published in this country by the Open Court Company of Chicago.
A Postscriptural Preachment by the Editor:
The editor begs indulgence of the veteran Masonic student while he administers a
preachment to the young students in the Craft, using the above as a text for the same.
Those young students are asked to use the Lady Craven article as a kind of laboratory
task whereby to examine two or three rather important canons of historical study. They
are asked, nay, urged to sharpen their young critical faculties on the intriguing paragraphs
of the Beautiful Lady, for they will not soon encounter again so useful a specimen.
They are asked to note first, that the Lady Craven received nearly all her information
at second-hand, and then not often from authoritative sources. This, at one stroke,
removes her narrative, which is so well-informed upon the surface of it, from the
class of genuine historical sources, and renders all she says (with all due respect to
the memory of the clever grande madame) more or less suspect. What is gossip worth
as evidence? Nothing! In history gossip is almost useless, more especially in those
passages whereabout much controversy has raged. When you undertake the study of
Masonic authors bear in mind that you are ever to stand on your guard against the easy
sin of accepting gossip at its face value. Ascertain first of all if your author had access
at first-hand to his sources of information: if he did not, next ascertain, if you can, how
reliable were his informants. Accounts of Masonry, no more than any other chapters of
history, are not to
Summer 2006
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Masons and Freemasonry was a greater influence in society then than today. What,
then, was his view of Masonry, and would he and Masonry have benefited from his
membership? Why did he not become a Mason? How did Masonry affect his life and
career?
Lincoln’s Attitude toward Freemasonry -- How Lincoln and Freemasonry Would Have
Benefited from his Membership The Grand Lodge of Illinois recessed their meeting
being held during the 1860 Presidential campaign to call on Abraham Lincoln, a
candidate in that election, and he is reported to have said:
Continued from page 6

“Gentlemen, I have always entertained a profound respect for the Masonic fraternity
and have long cherished a desire to become a member...”
When a Mason told Lincoln in a conversation during that campaign that all his
opponents were Freemasons, especially noting that Stephen A. Douglas was an early
member of the Masonic lodge in Springfield, Lincoln’s home town, and he was not,
Lincoln replied:
“I am not a Freemason, Dr. Morris, though I have great respect for the
institution.”
After Lincoln’s death, the Grand Master of Masons in the District of Columbia, who
had been a friend of Lincoln’s, wrote:
“He [Lincoln] once told me how highly he respected our Order and that he at one
time had fully made up his mind to apply for admission into it...”
There are many reasons for Lincoln to have had a positive view of Freemasonry. A
qualification to become a Mason is a belief in a Supreme Being, while leaving it to
each one to decide exactly what religious beliefs to hold, and Masonic ritual includes
many references to the Bible and the concept of spiritual rebirth. Lincoln, too, had
a fervent belief in God and was an avid student of the Bible. He included Biblical
references in many of his writings and speeches, the most famous being his second
Inaugural address, and he regarded the entire subject of religion as a matter of individual
conscience. Lincoln could have been expected to have been attracted to Freemasonry’s
attitude of support for religion combined with strong support of freedom of religion and
conscience for all people. Spiritual rebirth was one of the special concepts alluded to
in Lincoln’s Gettysburg address.
One of the fundamental tenets of Masonry is that it seeks “to make good men better.”
This belief would have appealed to Abraham Lincoln, who desired to see the best
in people and to see that each individual could advance in life as much as possible.
Likewise, the Masonic support of equality and the brotherhood of all people were also
fundamental ideals with Lincoln. Masonry examines the meaning of death, and Lincoln
frequently meditated on this. Freemasonry, in the 1800’s even more than now, focuses
Continued on page 8
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on philosophy -- what are the long-term purposes and goals of our lives. Lincoln, who
talked of America as being the beacon of hope for mankind and who said the goal of the
Civil War was to insure that free government would survive in the world, would have
been interested in this Masonic tradition.
There are more mundane reasons to think that Abraham Lincoln should have been a
Mason. Freemasonry and other fraternal organizations are typical places for politicians
for become well known and seek support. Lincoln was one of the most ambitious
politicians of his day, and he could have benefited from this connection. Lincoln also
had an active law practice, and Masons might have given him more business if he had
been a Mason. Another reason to think Lincoln should have wanted to become a Mason
is his desire for fellowship. Lincoln enjoyed the company of other men and strongly
desired acceptance from society. He should have welcomed the opportunity to be with
men who are such close friends as to consider themselves Masonic brothers. He would
have had the opportunity to share humorous stories, discuss philosophical issues, and
exchange information about their experiences. Lincoln enjoyed politics in all its senses,
and he would have likely risen to a prominent office within Freemasonry.
That would have satisfied his ambition in some way, as well as helping him achieve
prominence in the community. It would have shown, as Lincoln did in other ways, that
one born without any likely prospects for success in life could achieve much that even
those who were more high born did not.
Lincoln’s personal associations should also have led him to seek to join the Masons.
Bowling Green was a close friend of Lincoln and a prominent person in New Salem,
Illinois, Lincoln’s first home town. Green was a Master of the local Masonic lodge and a
member of the original Grand Lodge of Illinois. Lincoln spent a lot of time with Green.
Mrs. Green requested that Lincoln speak at Judge Green’s funeral, which included
Masonic services, in February 1842, and Springfield Lodge No. 4 invited Lincoln to
give a speech at a memorial service for Green in September. Many of the important
men of Springfield with whom Lincoln was in contact were Masons, including Stephen
A. Douglas, Ninian Edwards, and James Shields. The best man at Abraham Lincoln’s
wedding to Mary Todd was James Matheny, a member of the Springfield Masonic Lodge
and a past Master of the Grand Lodge of Illinois. Lincoln’s closest neighbor, James
Gourley, was also a Mason, as were other friends and business associates.
Lincoln’s idol in politics was Henry Clay, a U.S. Senator and Speaker of the U.S. House
of Representatives, candidate for President several times, and one of the most influential
Americans of the first half of the 1800’s. Henry Clay had been the Grand Master of
Masons in Kentucky in 1820-21, but in 1830-31 he said he had been inactive for many
years. This was during the height of the influence of the Antimasonic Party when Clay
was seeking the Presidency, but still he refused to denounce Masonry and thus hurt his
chances to be elected. Lincoln said Clay was his model in politics, so Lincoln could
have been influenced by Clay’s Masonic involvement, and refusal to denounce it even
that would have helped him politically, could be expected to have possibly induced
Lincoln to seek to join the Masons.
Continued on page 9
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them to act a principal part with him. At that time were reproduced on the theatre of
Europe the follies of Asia and of China - the universal medicine - the art of making gold
and diamonds - the beverage of immortality. The peculiar qualification of Schroepfer
was the invocation of manes; he commanded spirits, and caused the dead and the invisible
powers to appear at his will. The denouement of his drama is well known. After having
consumed immense sums which he obtained from his adherents, and alienated their senses,
when he found that he could no longer sustain the imposture, he shot himself through
the head with a pistol, in a wood near Leipsic. To Schroepfer succeeded Saint-Germain,
who had been before announced by the Comte de Lambert. This Saint-Germain had
lived a thousand years; he had discovered a tea, before which all maladies disappeared;
he made, for his amusement, diamonds of immense magnitude! He attached himself to
Prince Carles of Hesse; (6) but, like his predecessors, he forgot not to die.
In the meantime Gessner, religious miracle-worker, appeared in the environs of Ratisbon.
He did not belong to the Freemasons, nor did he attach himself to any of the principal
members of the Order; but he was equally useful to it, - for all the prodigies of which he
was heard to speak corroborated the general faith of miracles, which was one of the great
springs of the machine.
In the heart of Switzerland lived a preacher of an ardent imagination - of a penetrating
mind - of immeasurable ambition - of undaunted pride; am ignorant man, but gifted with
the talent of speech - intoxicated with mysticism - eager after prodigies - and made up of
credulity. He imagined that, with faith, miracles might at this time be effected. Servants,
peasants, Roman Catholic priests, Freemasons - all combined in his mind as contributing
to the gift of miracle-working, whenever he discovered the slightest appearance of
anything extraordinary. M. Lavater (7) gained a great party, particularly among the
women; these brought him the men - and he had soon thousands, and subsequently
millions, of followers after his visionary ideas.
After these, succeeded Mesmer (8) and Cagliostro (9) (whose tricks and extravagances
are well known), without reckoning the crowds of madmen, of charlatans, of jugglers of
every kind, who sprang up on all sides.
This concourse of knaves, far from appeasing the divisions of Freemasonry, augmented
the fermentation. A new branch arose in the dominions of Frederick: it was called the
Lodge of Zizendorf, from the name of its founder. This Zizendorf had been formerly
a member of the Templars, from which Order he detached himself, and formed a great
party, assuring them that he alone had the true rites and the true mysteries. Each of these
branches decried the other. This new agitation attracted the attention of men of sound
understanding (at least of the Order), who immediately formed a new association under
the name of Eclectic Masonry. They professed a general toleration of all sects of the
Order; and this system, which was the only solid one (if any system of the kind can be
so), gained in a short time many partisans. This was the cause of the fall of the Order
of Templars, who soon saw their machine in ruins. Frequent Chapters were held, where
the deputies of the provinces deliberated; and, with surprise, the first question they found
they had put to the Grand Master was, What is the true end of the Order,
and its real origin? Thus the Grand Master, and all his assistants, had laboured, for more
than twenty years, with incredible ardour, for an object of which they neither knew the
true end nor the
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always regarded Rosenfeld as the real Messiah, and only wished that the King could
compel him to realize his prodigious offers.
The King sent Rosenfeld to a natural tribunal, which condemned him to be whipped, and
shut up for the remainder of his days at Spandau. The Supreme Tribunal commuted this
sentence, and pronounced that this new Messiah should be sent to the House of
Correction, where he should be flogged as often as he at attempted to have an adventure
of gallantry, and after two years that a report should be made of his manner of conducting
himself. The defenders of the accused appealed: the King revised the process, and
confirmed the severer sentence of the first tribunal. He imagined, without doubt, that it
was necessary that Rosenfeld should be punished in the sight of the people, to prevent
them from being in future deceived through similar visions.
But the most absurd opinions are often the most tenacious, because they have no
perceptible basis by which they may be measured; and this spectacle did not undeceive
any of the adherents of Rosenfeld, a great number of whom remained attached to him.
He went afterwards to preach his doctrines at Charlottenberg, hardly a mile from the
capital; but he found that this theatre was too small for two fanatics like himself and
Musenfeld. The Government, without doubt, tired with his persevering enthusiasm,
overlooked his folly and left him in repose. . . .
Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick, (3) the conqueror of Creveldt and of Minden, was induced,
by the persuasion of the Baron de Hund, who was a Reformer, to place himself at the head
of the reformed Lodges of Freemasonry, which has taken the appellation of the Strict
Observance. It was supposed to be an Order of Freemasonry which was a continuation
of the Society of Knights Templer: the highest step was that of a Templar, with all the
ceremonies of ancient chivalry. Doctors of divinity and professors of Physic were received
as Chevaliers d’Epee. It is hardly possible to conceive that reasonable beings could lend
themselves to ideas so ridiculous; example, however, did everything, and enthusiasm was
contagious. In this branch of the Order there reigned a monastic despotism, and men who
led away by rites and ceremonies. The members alone possessed the secret; those out of
the Order could never tell where or what it was.
As no woman can possibly be a Mason, every woman has a right to endeavour to penetrate
the mystery. (4) It is admitted that Adam was the first Mason; he founded the first lodge
- he had all the instruments necessary for the purpose - he produced the mortar;- without
Eve there would have been no lodge. Where is the mystery of Masonry, if the idea be
followed up? Having created the lodge, he made members for it: those members created
others, and the society extended over the globe; and while the globe exists, members will
never be wanting. Over this secret I will throw the apron!
When the minds of men were sufficiently heated, the actor of this drama caused to appear
upon the scene the Thaumaterges, or miracle-workers. These appeared to have ordinarily
no relation with Freemasonry in general, but attached themselves to personages eminent
for rank or fortune. One of the first of these charlatans was Schroepfer, a coffeehousekeeper of Leipsic, on whom Duke Charles of Courland (5) had inflicted corporeal
punishment; but who afterwards so fascinated this Prince, and a greater part of the
principal personages of Dresden and of Leipsic, that he compelled
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For many reasons, then, one would think that Lincoln should have wanted to become
a Mason, and that he would have been welcomed. He said he had a favorable attitude
toward Freemasonry, his words and actions showed a devotion to ideals similar to those
of Masonry, the philosophy of Masonry is similar to the beliefs Lincoln supported,
membership in the Masons probably would have helped Lincoln in his political and
legal careers and would have bolstered his desire to be accepted by others and to enjoy
friendly fellowship, and Lincoln came into contact with, and admired, many Masons.
Why Didn’t Lincoln Become a Mason?
Speculation on the reasons Lincoln did not become a Mason fall into several
categories.
Lincoln is reported to have told the members of the Grand Lodge of Illinois during the
1860 campaign for U.S. President that:
“I have never petitioned because I have felt my own unworthiness to do so. I might
be overcoming my hesitance and be petitioning at the present time but I am a candidate
for political office, and by some such action would be misconstrued. For this reason,
because my motives would be misconstrued, I must for the present time refrain.”
After Lincoln’s death, a friend of his who was a prominent Mason said Lincoln had once
told him the reason he did not seek membership in Freemasonry was that, “I (Lincoln)
feared I was too lazy to do all my duty as I should wish to were I a member, and I have
kept postponing my application.” When the friend said it was not too late, he said
Lincoln laughingly replied, “Well, perhaps some day I may ask you to let me in.”
Mary Todd Lincoln, when told by an Anti-Mason that he would support her husband
for President in 1860 if he did not belong to a society with secrets (clearly indicating
Masonry), replied, “Mr. Lincoln has never been a Mason or belonged to any secret
order...” because he was too busy with his business activities.
Edwin M. Stanton, Lincoln’s Secretary of War, was an avid Freemason. He wrote that
he once elicited Lincoln’s views of Masonry and Lincoln was noncommittal. Perhaps
Lincoln did not have strong feelings either way joining the Masons.
Lincoln might have avoided Masonry because of unfortunate, but interesting, incidents
with a couple of Masons.
One is James Adams. In May 1837, Lincoln took on one of his first legal cases,
representing the widow and son of Joseph Anderson in their effort to take possession of,
and sell ten acres of land presumed to have been owned by him at the time of his death.
However, James Adams, Anderson’s former attorney and an officer of the Springfield
Masonic Lodge, was found to be in possession of the land, basing his claim on a deed
executed to him by Anderson. Lincoln felt the conveyance of this land was spurious.
Continued on page 10
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At the time of this lawsuit, Adams was running as a Democrat for probate justice of the
peace of Sangamon County against a Whig friend of Lincoln’s. During the campaign,
six letters were printed in the local newspaper, written by Lincoln and insinuating fraud
by Adams, and a few days before the election Lincoln wrote and distributed handbills
in Springfield which stated explicitly that Adams obtained the Anderson land by fraud.
Adams responded to these charges, and Lincoln in turn published replies. The affair
was bitter and public. Lincoln said Adams spread rumors that Lincoln was a deist,
rumors that caused Lincoln political harm in the future. In the meantime, Adams won
the election, and the contested land was still in Adams’ estate when he died six years
later. James Adams was a Master of the Springfield Lodge in 1839 and was elected
Deputy Grand Master of Masons in Illinois in 1840. Lincoln might not have wanted
to join a lodge in which Adams was a prominent member, and Lincoln might not have
received unanimous approval to be accepted into the Springfield Lodge after his 1837
run-ins with the prominent Mason James Adams.

A few years later Lincoln had problems with another Mason, James Shields. He
was an Irish immigrant who settled in Illinois and became a Mason in January 1841,
following Stephen A. Douglas in the Junior Warden’s officer chair. A shield was a
Democrat who became state auditor in 1841. Lincoln and the Whig party protested his
policies, and several satirical letters appeared in the Springfield newspaper questioning
Shields’ honesty and mocking his physical courage. A shield was told that Lincoln
had written these letters, and he challenged Lincoln to a duel. All of Springfield read
Shields’ published challenge, and there was great excitement about the upcoming duel.
Lincoln attempted to end the dispute with a partial explanation, but said if a duel was
insisted on then he, as the person challenged, would demand that both combatants be
in an eight foot circle holding the largest possible cavalry broadswords with neither
allowed to pass over a line in the center. These conditions were intended to mock the
idea of this duel, especially since Lincoln was so much taller than Shields, but Shields
persisted. On September 22, 1842, Lincoln, Shields, their seconds and others boated
across the Mississippi River to fight the duel in Missouri, where dueling was still legal.
Fortunately, friends intervened to get Shields to accept Lincoln’s explanation and the
duel was called off, but Lincoln was mortified by the episode. Shields’ and Lincoln’s
letters and all the details were publicized and the “duelling business” and spirit raged in
Springfield afterwards.
We can rightly suppose that Shields’ Masonic brothers knew all about this affair and
possibly assisted him.
It is worth noting that one of the letters which so angered Shields was published in the
Springfield newspaper on September 2, 1842, the next day Lincoln delivered a speech
at the Masonic memorial service for his late friend Bowling Green (at the invitation,
probably made in July before the anti-Shields letters were published, of the Springfield
Lodge), a letter that was even more insulting to Shields was printed in the newspaper
on September 9, and the parties met and almost fought the duel on September 22. It is
likely that there was a good deal of tension between Lincoln and Shields’ Lodge brothers
Continued on page 11
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discussion of one subject led to a another, and in the correction of abuses they proceeded
beyond the bounds which they had prescribed. Then it was, that one of the greatest Kings
who ever wore a crown figured in the correspondence of philosophy: then it was, that
he pronounced in his Academy the eulogy of the man who wrote L’Homme Machine,
(“Man, a Machine”-Ed.) and that he compelled his churches to celebrate obsequies of the
man who had endeavoured to undermine the foundation of Christianity. This influence
spread throughout Europe: it penetrated into every class. Diderot, D’Alembert, and
Condoreet, united their forces in the operation. Then the sects of the Illuminate, who
had associated for the destruction of revealed religion, overthrew its foundations, as far
as regarded themselves, and introduced a new code founded on natural morality, which
led to the system of primitive equality.
Even Frederick himself proved that a king, though a man of letters, could not sustain
with dignity the sceptre of literature. Some unfortunate members defiled the character
of his Academy; but Euler and La Grange were an eternal honour to it. Some men of
high estimation were associated with others of obscure and even ridiculous talents: their
inequalities were great.
It was a prejudice generally spread throughout Germany, that the province of Prussia, and
Berlin in particular, was peopled with Atheists. Because Frederick encouraged freedom
of thought in his dominions; because he collected and united about his person men of
genius; because, under his reign, some irreligious books escaped from the Prussian press
- this conclusion, as absurd as precipitate, was adopted. M. Nicolai, a distinguished
writer and bookseller of Berlin, (a union very rare, though it were to be
desired that it were more general,) had depicted Berlin in a romance with great truth; and
his work displays excellent notions on the manners of Germany. He has shown, that if,
in general, there are some Freethinkers in the Prussian provinces, the people
at large are attached to the national religion.
Towards the end of the seven years’ war, a man named Rosenfeld, in the service of
the Margrave of Schwedt, quitted the service of that prince, and began to inform the
populace that he was the new Messiah; that Jesus had been a false prophet; that the
preachers were rogues and liars, who preached death; that for himself he
preached life, since his adherents never died; that the King of Prussia was the Devil;
that the time approached when he (Rosenfeld) should assemble together the twenty-four
Elders, and should obtain the sword, and govern the world with their assistance.
Rosenfeld prevailed on some of his adherents to deliver over to him seven girls, of whom
the zealous fanatics were the fathers. It was, he said, to open the seven seals that he
required seven virgins. With these he formed a seraglio: one of them was his favourite
Sultana; he made the others work, and lived upon the profit of their labours. After having
carried on the trade of a Messiah for twenty-nine years, under different mischanges; first
poor, then imprisoned, afterwards entertained by the presents of his votaries, and living
habitually by means of the wool which his mistresses spun; after acquiring disciples
in Berlin and its environs, in Saxony, and even at Mecklenburg - one of his faithful
followers, who had in vain expected to reap the fruit of his splendid promises - even
one of those who had delivered over to him three of his daughters, accused him before
Frederick; that is to say, denied his Messiah, who he believed to be the true God, before
the King, whom he believed to be the true Devil. This very accuser
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between this Monarch and the superiors of the Order of Freemasonry began. Whether
he was ignorant of the machinations of modern Masonry, of the visions and the horrors
which were latterly raised, or of the general tendency of these
mysterious associations; or whether having once adopted the Masonic costume, and
having openly protected its Orders, he did not wish, even after having seen its evil
tendencies, to retract and to separate from a society into which he had erewhile not
disdained to enter - he refrained from excluding from his dominions these secret
associations.
Masons of every denomination - Rosicrucians, Centralists, Illuminate - had all, under his
reign, the liberty of establishing lodges and societies according to their fancy, provided
they did not disturb the public order. Thus Berlin became the receptacle of sects, of
parties, of conjurations, of chemical mysteries, and of extravagances of every
kind. In the meantime instruction was not neglected, and Frederick supported and
protected every institution which might extend education throughout his kingdom.
Rousseau had written his Emilius - a work the most perfect of its kind, and which places
the author incontestably in the rank of the first of benefactors to mankind; in Germany
this production became as a torch which extended its light throughout; it opened to the
system of education new views. Youth was taught not by words alone, and those in an
unknown language - but he gave them clear ideas of natural things, of moral and physical
relations, of mechanism, of history, and of geography.
Frederick did not lose sight of the good effects of such a system of education; and to
promote it, established a Consistory, which was to superintend every institution, and at
the head of which he placed himself. He procured masters, and did not blush to render
homage to the superiority of the institution which he had promoted. The example of the
Sovereign excited the nobility and gentry of the nation, and Frederick inspired in his
subjects an admirable and laudable competition.
It was in one of those moments which in human life are so contradictory to the general
sentiments of the mind, that Frederick, hearing the news of the proscription of the Jesuits
in France, by the public functionaries, exclaimed, “Pauvres gens! ils ont detruit les
renards qui les defendaient des loups, et ils ne voient pas qu’ils vont etre devores.”
Frederick had sanctioned and approved the writing of the philosophers; he had become
a philosopher himself. Heveltius had published his work De I’Esprit in France, and to
avoid punishment had fled to England. Le Contrat Social of Rosseau had found protection
among the magistracy; and the Parliaments had defended Doderpt’s declaiming against
despotism. The Court and Clergy had admired Voltaire’s ridiculing the Parliaments.
There has been exaggeration, when it has been said that the philosophers proposed by a
regular plan to subvert the foundations of societies and
thrones: they worked to that effect without being sensible of it. They did not wish to be
the destroyers, but the preceptors, of monarchs: and had Montesquieu only produced his
work Sur les Romains, and his Esprit des Lois; had Beccaria only written his
Traite des Delits et des Peines; had Voltaire only refuted Machiavel, and defended Calas,
Scriven, and Lally; had pleaded the cause of nature, of morality, and of religion; and
had the Encyclopedists respected the principles of religion alone - they would have been
entitled to the indulgence of the world. But the
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during this time. Lincoln had been in a highly public feud with one of the leading
members of the lodge. This might have made him reluctant to join the Masonic lodge
to which Shields and his friends belonged, and they might have rejected him if he had
petitioned. This episode, plus the one involving James Adams, might have left Lincoln
with negative feelings about Masons in general.
Continued from page10

Another possible reason for Lincoln’s not becoming a Mason may have been political.
In the 1830’s there was a very strong anti-Masonic feeling and even an Anti-Masonic
party that elected some of its members to state and federal positions. Some politicians
gained favor and office by attacking Masonry; many lodges lost members and folded.
Becoming a Mason could harm political careers, and even some former Masons took
on anti-Masonic attitudes in their speeches. Lincoln might have decided to avoid the
opposition of anti-Masons by not joining the fraternity.
Lincoln may have decided not to seek to join the Masons because he thought that would
be misconstrued as an attempt to obtain political support from other Masons, or he may
have truly felt himself unworthy or too lazy to properly perform his Masonic duties if
he joined, or he may have been too busy with his regular business activities, or he may
have had poor views of Masons because of his prominent feuds with two of them, or
he may have felt that those feuds would lead to his rejection if he tried to join, or he
may have felt that anti-Masons would not support his political ambitions if he became
a Mason, or he may have just been indifferent toward Masonry. Perhaps the real reason
was some combination. Certainly Freemasonry lost the opportunity to include among
its members someone who would have fit very well into the Masonic philosophy and
who could have assisted Freemasonry if he had so chosen. Perhaps Lincoln also lost
something by not becoming a member of the Freemasons, the opportunity to join with
others in an organization seeking many of the same basic goals that motivated Abraham
Lincoln through out his life.
How Did Masonry Affect Lincoln?
It is not possible to know if, or how, Abraham Lincoln was affected, directly or indirectly,
by Masonry. Some guesses are reasonable, though.
Freemasonry was especially strong in the 1700’s, and its philosophy and goals had a
strong influence on the founding fathers of the United States, many of whom, such as
George
Washington and Benjamin Franklin, were active, enthusiastic, and prominent Masons
who applied their Masonic ideals in their work. The Declaration of Independence in 1776
stated a fundamental position that was developed in Masonry earlier in the 1700’s:
We hold these truths to be self evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
Continued on page 12
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these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.
Lincoln in 1861 said:
“I have never had a feeling politically that did not spring from the sentiments
embodied in the Declaration of Independence....I have often inquired of myself what
great principle or idea it was that kept this Confederacy so long together. It was ... that
sentiment in the Declaration of Independence which gave liberty, not alone to the people
of this country, but hope to the world for all future time. It was that which gave promise
that in due time the weights should be lifted from the shoulders of all men, and that all
should have an equal chance.”
This is the guiding spirit of the Masonic philosophy, then and now, and it became a part
of the Declaration of Independence that in turn affected Lincoln so fundamentally.
Lincoln’s middle position between Masonry and Anti-Masonry may have helped him
gain the Republican nomination for President in 1860. All his major opponents, William
H. Seward of New York, Salmon P. Chase of Ohio, and Edward Bates of Missouri, had
antiMasonic histories. Masons, and there were definitely some at the nominating convention,
would have been more inclined toward Lincoln than the others.
Except for Lincoln, all the candidates for President in 1860 were Masons: Stephen A.
Douglas, John C. Breckenridge, and John Bell. The President then, James Buchanan, and
other prominent political leaders, were also Masons. The list of prominent people
connected with the Civil War and politics in that era who were Masons is very long,
including Winfield Scott, George B. McClellan, Robert Anderson, Winfield Scott
Hancock, Benjamin F. Butler, Simon Cameron, Lewis Cass, John J Crittenden, Andrew
G. Curtin, David G. Farragut, Nathaniel P. Banks, John A. McClernand, Thomas H.
Benton, John A. Logan, Sam Houston, Stephen A. Hurlbut, Andrew Johnson, Edwin M.
Stanton, Gideon Welles, Albert Sidney Johnston, P.G.T. Beauregard, Howell Cobb, John
B. Floyd, Albert Pike, Sterling Price, Robert Toombs, Godfrey Weitzel, Henry A. Wise.
It is possible that Lincoln saw some of the spirit of brotherly friendship among these
Masons, and that their practice of Masonic ideals had some affect on him.
It is well known that Lincoln demonstrated magnanimity even toward his enemies,
asking in his second Inaugural address for “malice toward none and charity for all”
and desiring an easy peace and for the leaders of the Confederate government to be
allowed to escape rather than being arrested and condemned, and his visits and friendly
comments to Confederate wounded. Lincoln searched for reasons to reverse the decisions
of court-martials calling for executions. Freemasonry also played a role in alleviating
the harshness of the Civil War, and this probably came to Lincoln’s attention and may
have affected his own attitudes to some extent. Masons from both sides got together
to exchange information, assist wounded from the other side, and arrange for Masonic
burial services for fallen enemies. Some soldiers even escaped death because of their
Masonic affiliation. Lincoln and his colleagues who were Freemasons demonstrated
Continued on page 13
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testimony depends the whole of his relation. Those whom he cites in his narrative have
probably forgotten the circumstances of so distant a date, but without recurring to vague
conjectures regarding the truth of this affair, or of the cruelty exercised against him, M.de
Trenck avows that he had intrigued with a person of illustrious rank. If that person, as has
been generally supposed, and which from good authority I know to be the case, was the
Princess Amelia, sister of the King; if from this connection there were children who were
deprived of life by means the most horrible - what strong inducements might not the King
have had for visiting on Trenck a punishment of the severest kind, without being under
the necessity of explaining (from motives of decorum and decency) the reasons which
influenced him to such an act. Frederick frequently broke his officers for causes light in
appearance; but he always had heavier charges against them, which were unknown to the
rest of mankind, and which he concealed for the purpose of preserving military discipline.
As soon as Frederick ascended the throne, he invited into his kingdom all those who were
called les esprits forts: Voltaire, le Marquis d’Argens, the Abbe de Prade, Maupertuis, and
even the impious La Metrie. This example encouraged the literary Germans to proclaim
their sentiments, Berlin became the asylum of the persecuted, and the nursery of truth.
The history of the secret societies of Germany was at that time little known. It might be
interesting to a philosopher, but the generality of people might regard it as a romance: all
well-informed persons can attest the reality of it. Towards the end of the last century an
association, or secret society, existed, which was daily gaining ground. It was the Order
of the Illumines. The chiefs of this Order had resolved to form an association which was
to unveil the mysteries of superstition, to enlighten mankind, and to render them happy.
Their object was to gain a superiority over the lodges of Freemasonry, (2) and to turn
these institutions from darkness to the benefit of humanity. They proposed to extend the
sphere of knowledge universally, not so much
in depth as on the surface; to introduce reason and good sense; to ameliorate the condition
of men by an insensible operation. No Prince, however great or good, was to be admitted.
They swore to preserve, as much as was in their power, Sovereigns from the perpetration of
crimes, and from the commission of errors; to abolish the slavery of despotism, to destroy
ecclesiastical jurisdiction, to favour the liberty of the press, and to unveil mysteries of
every description. The project was great noble and sublime; but prudence was wanting in
its execution. They expected to see a sudden effect, whilst
they forgot that the edifice was only building. The society enlarged, the wicked and
designing were admitted; the powers of bigotry and superstition saw the force of their
enemy, and the arm of Government was called to their assistance. Many of the chiefs
were driven from Germany, others were imprisoned, and every thing but death and torture
inflicted on them.
The dispersed members of this association soon formed another assembly; they were
again surprised, their papers taken, and their doctrines published, without regard to the
effects which they might produce. Many sects arose from these, which rendered discord
prevalent throughout Germany. Their different Orders had little
resemblance to Freemasonry - they were visionary, mystical, and cabalistic.
Frederick had too sound an understanding to be caught in the snares of enthusiasm. It is
not known whether the attempt were made to conquer him, but it is most probable that he
was never tried. Nor is it certain when the area or how the nature of the misunderstanding
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he excelled, not as a prince, but as an amateur of the first rank.
His allowance was extremely moderate, and his father had vigorously forbidden any one
to advance him money. This order was, however, ill observed, and it has been objected
against him that when King he never repaid the obligations of his creditors. But the fact
was otherwise; he paid them in secret. The Minister of his father’s finances had refused
to advance him money, and when the Prince ascended the throne this man was supposed
to be ruined, and on his coming to give in his accounts demanded permission to retire;
when the young King, to the astonishment of all round him, praised his fidelity, begged
him to continue his services, and doubled his salary.
What a different fidelity from that of the judges of poor Katt, who considered blind
obedience to the commands of their Sovereign as a proof of fit submission to his authority!
It is a singular circumstance in the history of the House of Bradenburgh, that during the
space of 370 years, in which time the sovereignty was in their hands, there was never
experienced one minority. Frederick enjoyed an immoderate reputation, and to a certain
point even the adoration of his contemporaries, not only as a warrior, but as a governor
of his empire, and as a profound politician. His assiduity was indefatigable, and his skill
in affairs of government transcendent. The Government of Prussia appeared to rise from
the seeds of despotism, and formed a lesson of instruction to the world. Notwithstanding
his exactness and his inflexibility in war, he obtained the affections of his soldiers, who
always denominated him their Father Fritz. It was the name by which he was familiarly
called through the army. The severity of his conduct towards Baron de Trenck (1) has
excited the indignation of mankind, and has been considered as a blot on his escutcheon;
but arbitrary order and rigorous detention have to be exercised in other countries as well
as in Prussia. Without pleading this as an excuse, I shall endeavour, with impartiality,
to remark on the leading points of the justification of Frederick’s conduct, derived from
those who were acquainted with the cause of such a punishment.
M. de Trenck had been forbidden by the King, whom he acknowledged not only as his
Sovereign, but as his benefactor, to write to his uncle, who was a chief of the Pandours.
His injunctions were violated. The King demanded of him personally whether he was
in correspondence with his uncle. M. de Trenck denied it. “Do you give me your word
of honour of it?” said the King. “Yes, Sire,” was the answer. It was at the very time that
Trenck had just written to his uncle, that this dialogue passed.
The discovery was made, and M. de Trenck was sent to the fortress of Magdeburg: it
was a punishment usual in the Prussian service. M. de Trenck plotted his escape, and fled
with an officer whom he had seduced to desert, he killed those who pursued him. The
King’s Resident at Dantzic, whither Trenck had fled, sent him back to his
Sovereign. Trenck had certainly violated every law - he had at first been disobedient,
then perjured - a rebel, and a murderer. At Magdeburg, Baron de Trenck recommenced
his devices: his imprisonment was in consequence rendered more severe, and his
confinement lasted for ten years.
Trenck was six feet two inches high, and squinted: he was popular, and always followed
by thousands. After the death of Frederick he published his Memoirs. At that period,
all who were acquainted with the groundwork of his history were dead: on his own
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charity toward others even while engaging in all-out combat to accomplish goals they
felt were worth fighting for -- to maintain democratic government and to prove that
people could govern themselves.
Abraham Lincoln was never a Mason, but it is likely that Masonry had some positive
influences on him, and he on Freemasonry. His political philosophy was affected by
Masonic ideals through the Masonic influence on the Declaration of Independence and
the United States Constitution. His spirit of charity during the Civil War was probably
affected to some extent by hearing how Masons in the war helped each other while
maintaining their ideals. Lincoln was probably helped in his political and who study
Lincoln can rightly take some satisfaction from the involvement of Abraham Lincoln, a
non-Mason, and Freemasonry.
Bro. Paul M. Bessel
September 1994

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE MICHIGAN MASONIC MUSEUM
AND LIBRARY
By Bro. Seymour D. Greenstone, P.M
The purpose of this essay is to document the evolution and establishment of the Michigan
Masonic Museum and Library, an activity of the Masonic Foundation of Michigan,
Inc.
Early History
A Museum and library function has been a principal responsibility of the Masonic
Foundation of Michigan, Inc., since its inception on June 27, 1980. In fact, the first
stated function in the Foundation’s By-Laws is “to establish, erect, support, maintain,
and operate a museum and library with their related facilities open to the general public
and dedicated to the purposes and history of Masonic fraternal organizations throughout
the State of Michigan, the United States of America and the world...”
In its early years the activity consisted largely of the collection of James Fairbairn Smith,
noted Michigan Masonic writer.
The collection was housed in space at the Michigan Masonic Home in Alma, also used
as a meeting place for the Foundation’s Board of Trustees. The collection was kept
intact, provided minimum maintenance, and had items added from time-to-time. This
was accomplished largely through the efforts of Robert N. Osborne, PGM, who served
as Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge and Secretary of the Foundation Board and
Allison D. Bryant, P.M., a professional librarian; Mr. Bryant, who was Past Master of
the Michigan Lodge of Research and had a continuing interest in Masonic scholarship,
Continued on page 14

Continued from page 13

14
Rising Point
Summer 2006
provided the professional support to the collection, including an effort to catalog it.
A Revival of Interest
It was during the term of Donald J. Van Kirk as Grand Master in 1996 that a vigorous
effort was initiated to upgrade the museum and library function as a serious activity of
Michigan Masonry. Most Worshipful Brother Van Kirk had been one of the founders
of the Michigan Lodge of Research. He provided valuable impetus and support to the
work of Seymour D. Greenstone, P.M., and Rodney D. Bedwell, P.M., then president
and vice president, respectively, of the Michigan Masonic Foundation, who undertook
and led the effort as a “labor of love”. The nucleus of the Library holdings include
the James Fairbairn Smith collection from Alma, the Charles P. Sheffield Collection
housed at the Grand Rapids Masonic Center, the complete archives and associated
materials of The Masonic World (published in Detroit, 1935-1997), obtained in 2000,
and various collectibles.
Initial Steps
The initial campaign for the establishment of the current Museum and Library began in
1996 when, as indicated earlier, the leadership of the Board of Trustees of the Masonic
Foundation launched their effort. Not all were supportive and considerable opposition
had to be overcome.
With the approval of the Foundation Board, Greenstone submitted a Resolution to Grand
Lodge on February 24, 1997 for consideration at the 1997 Annual Communication of
the Grand Lodge. It was key to launching the effort to establish a significant presence
for the Museum and Library. The Resolution called for a sum not to exceed $50,000
to authorize the retention of the services of a professional architectural firm to develop
plans for the future Michigan Masonic Library and Museum. It was adopted by the
Delegates.
Allison D. Bryant, P.M., a professional librarian, was retained as a consultant to the
Foundation Board on November 15, 1997 to follow-up on the Resolution adopted at
Grand Lodge. Al performed a yeoman task in surveying the library situation at the
Masonic Home in Alma and Identifying analytical and design expertise. Consequently,
Greenstone introduced a Resolution at the Foundation Board, which was adopted on
June 29, 1998. The resolution authorized the retention of Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr
and Huber, leading library architects in Michigan, to complete a feasibility study “to
assess the existing and proposed library collections, operations, and sites at the Masonic
Home in Alma and to develop a space program, including an alternative site concept.”
The resolution also authorized the appointment of AL Bryant as library director, halftime, replacing his consultancy agreement and provided the necessary funds.
The process to take a dramatic turn when the Foundation Board received a proposal
dated July 20, 1998 from the Building Manager of the Grand Rapids Masonic Center
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during my residence among the Royal Family, and which, together with the Margrave’s
knowledge of this illustrious man, and that of Prince Hardenberg, afforded me much
satisfaction.
After my marriage with the Margrave, we brought out from Anspach a full-length portrait
of the late King, for which he himself sat, for the Margrave, whom he also presented
another of his father, Frederick William. The countenance and whole figure are striking
resemblance of His Majesty. The expression is surprisingly fine. I had it placed under a
canopy at Brandenburgh House, and those who have seen it can never forget it.
When Frederick ascended the throne he was only twenty-eight years of age. lt is well
known to all Europe how this great Prince profited by the army left to him by his father,
and the riches which he had accumulated. He had been detested by the late King when
he was Prince Royal, because he appeared to apply himself to the sciences and fine arts
rather than to military affairs. Having followed his father to Wesel, he conceived the
project of passing into a foreign country. He had probably other motives than those of
gaining instruction by travels; no doubt it was to escape the
tyranny of his father: but the latter had gained information of his design, and arrested him
at the moment of its execution. He was tried by Commissaries who had the firmness not
to condemn him to lose his head. It might appear to be a light crime for the presumptive
heir of a kingdom to quit the realms without the permission of his Sovereign; but such
was the law. Of four-and-twenty judges, only one was found who voted for the sentence
of death, and that was a person named Derschau; yet such was the magnanimity of
Frederick when he came to the throne, that this man never experienced from him the
slightest vengeance.
Frederick, his father, was on the point of renewing on the theatre of Europe the scene
of Don Carlos, or more recently that of Czarowitz. The Prince was pardoned; but the
unfortunate companion of his flight, his friend and confidant, was decapitated.
Frederick has been accused by his enemies as having neither shed a tear nor used an
argument to induce his father to save this victim from destruction. But I have been
assured, from those who were present at the scene, that when the unfortunate man was
led to the scaffold, the Prince Royal demanded his pardon with the effusions of a heart
broken by grief; and that he fainted more than once during the punishment, and in fact
experienced the greatest anguish. Before the execution he had tried every means in his
power to save him. In his despair, he had offered to his father to renounce the throne
forever, in order to preserve the life of his friend whom he loved: but the inflexible
Monarch, not satisfied with the sentence of the judges, who had condemned him to the
galleys for life, with his own hand signed his death-warrant,
alleging that there was no justification for the crime of high treason, and treating his son’s
entreaties with indignation and contempt. Katt was the grandson of a field-marshall,
and son of a general of that name at that time both alive and in the service of the King.
Frederick the Great was born with sensibility, but he learned to suppress his emotions
and his feelings; he saw how necessary it was to be just, as well as merciful, during his
long military career; and perhaps the firmness which has been his reproach, was the
greatest triumph of his nature. After this event he retired to Rheinsberg, applying himself
to all kinds of acquirements; and here he learned to play on the flute, on which instrument
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FREDERICK THE GREAT,
AND HIS RELATIONS WITH MASONRY AND OTHER
SECRETE SOCIETIES
THE BUILDER AUGUST 1921 TAKEN FROM THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF THE LADY
CRAVEN

Elizabeth, the youngest daughter of the fourth earl of Berkeley, was born on December
17, 1750. A sprightly and beautiful girl, she had many love affairs, and was finally
married to William, 6th Lord Craven. She was unfaithful to him, having relations with
the French ambassador, Count de Guines, but was pardoned by her indulgent husband.
After Lord Craven’s death she went to Germany and found a place in the train of the
Margrave of Anspach, to whom, after an unseemly friendship, and within three months
after the death of his wife, she was married. There is no need to detail her history further,
or print the long codicil of her titles, save to say that, after having seen life in many
courts, among them Russia, and after having had a most mixed career of love affairs
and intrigues, the Lady published her “Autobiographical Memoirs” in 1826, when she
was in her seventy-sixth year. From these Memoirs the following chapter, with a few
irrelevant paragraphs omitted, has been taken: for what reason, the Masonic reader will
immediately discover for himself. The best edition of the “Autobiographical Memoirs”
of the Margravine is published by John Lane under the title of “The Beautiful Lady
Craven”; the two volumes are attractive in appearance, as most of Lane’s books are, and
halve been very ablyedited by A. M. Broadley and Lewis Melville.
WE DISPATCHED a courier forward, after whose arrival at Berlin the King sent
eight fine horses to draw us through the sandy plains of Prussia. The frost and snow
in Bohemia had much damaged thesprings and wheels of our carriage; but we arrived
without any serious injury or accident, from a journey which was the most terrific I ever
underwent; for if any thing had ever happened to the Margrave, I and I alone, should
have been accused of doing him harm. When we arrived at Berlin, the Carnival being
ended, all the Royal family were gone to their different villas; but His Majesty returned
to meet the Margrave at his palace; while I was left to the discretion of the Princess
Royal, afterwards Duchess of York, who had her own establishment in the Royal Palace.
We remained here only four days, during which time I saw but little of the Margrave,
for he was constantly with the King. He informed His Majesty that there had existed a
mysterious correspondence among some of the nobility of Bareith, and others at Anspach
the object of which he supposed was to form more distrusts between Austria and Prussia.
Frederick William II had succeeded to the throne on the death of his uncle Frederick the
Great, in 1786. He made many salutary regulations for his subjects and established a
Court of Honour to prevent the horrible practice of duelling in his dominions.
As I was willing to gain all the information possible respecting so great a character as
Frederick the late King, it may easily be imagined that I lost no opportunity which could
be afforded me
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to relocate the Museum and Library to Grand Rapids. The offer from the Temple
Association was to create an attractive home at the Temple adjacent to the Lodge Office.
The space available would jump from about 700 square feet in Alma to from 5,000 to
7,000 square feet in Grand Rapids.
After exhaustive discussions and campaigning the proposal was adopted by the
Foundation at its meeting on August 31, 1998. President Greenstone then addressed
a letter on September 3rd to Bernard H. Zaffern, P.M., president of the Masonic Home
Board of Trustees, notifying him of the Foundation Board’s decision to transfer the
library collection from Alma. The move to Grand Rapids was scheduled for October
and Early November 1998. In the meantime an employment agreement had been signed
on August 31st with Al Bryant as Museum and Library to commence on November 1,
1998 and expire on December 31, 2006 was signed by Greenstone as President of the
Masonic Foundation and executed on October 9, 1998.
Subsequent Events and Highlights
The Museum and Library was moved to its new location in Grand Rapids at the end of
2000. An employment arrangement for the year 200 was approved for a museum and
Library Director and a part-time Museum Specialist. The Foundation Board approved
an initial budget request for $130,000 for the fiscal year 2000-2001 at its June 2000
meeting.
It was decided that a separate governing group was needed to oversee to oversee the
initial operation of the Museum and Library, reporting to the Foundation Board. Such a
board was named, consisting of Seymour D. Greenstone P.M., and Charles P. Sheffield,
P.M. Larry M Dillon, P.M., George C. Sellars, P.M., and Charles P. Sheffield, P.M.
One of the highlights of the Museum and Library’s early existence was the signing of
an agreement with the Grand Lodge of the Order of Odd Fellows of Michigan to house
its archival materials. One of the objectives of our activity was to serve as a prime
collection documenting the American Fraternal Movement (1860-1940).
Recent years have witnessed increasing difficulty in providing the needed financial
support for the Museum and Library operation. Tough times ensued as a result of the
investment downturn in 2001 and afterward. It became more and more difficult for the
Masonic Foundation Board to provide the needed support. Contributions by Lodges
around the State were uneven and unpredictable. Fund-raising attempts, especially in
the Grand Rapids area led by a prominent Mason Walter Russel, were not particularly
productive.
Library Board chairman Greenstone introduced proposals at both 2000 and 2001 Annual
Communications of the Grand Lodge for a $2 annual assessment to be paid by each
Michigan Mason as part of his dues. In 2001 Greenstone made a presentation to the
assembled Delegates urging approval of the assessment to assure continued operation
Continued on page 16
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of an outstanding fraternal and cultural resource in the State of Michigan. While the
proposal passed each time with significant affirmative majorities it failed of passage
each time due to the two-thirds requirement.
Finally, a proposal for a $2 annual assessment with five year duration was approved
at the 2002 Annual Communication after a personal plea by then Grand Master David
Bedwell, the son of one of the principal founders of the Museum and Library, Rodney
Bedwell. The need for a secure financial future continues to be the most urgent priority
of the Museum and Library. This Masonic treasure represents a tremendous opportunity
for Michigan Masons to sponsor one of the leading Masonic educational resources in
North America. So mote it be.
Current Situation

Grand Opening
Open House

Currently, there are two pacing events that are a part of considering the future of the
Museum and Library. First, the dues assessment of $2 per Mason expires two years
form this May’s Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge. This assessment is
critical to financing the Museum and Library. The other is the space lease at the Grand
Rapids Masonic Center that expires this coming December 31st.
The Grand Rapids Masonic Temple Association at this point has decided not to vacate
The Valley will host a Grand Opening and Open
the Temple but to seek instead to generate additional revenue. A major complicating
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Sunday, April 30, 2006

An earlier offer from Pathways (the Masonic Home) of a 25-year lease for the Museum
and Library was opposed by members of the Masonic Foundation Board of Trustees.
The Grand Master asked the Pathways to make another offer. At the last meeting
Foundation Board in 2005 the Grand Master asked the Board’s president to appoint a
committee to study library and museum operations and develop recommendations for
the future.

2:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.

Valley Office / Children’s
Center
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including consulting outside expertise. A proposal to recommend renewal of the lease
at the Grand Rapids Center for two additional years was not considered by the board.
The Foundation Board meets again just prior to the Grand Lodge. It may be a critical
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meeting for the future of the Museum and Library. Another complicating factor is
the introduction of legislation to be considered at Grand Lodge that would merge the
Foundation Board with the Masonic Home Board of Trustees. A Library and Museum
has been principal mission in the charter of the Masonic Foundation of Michigan. How
it would fare in a merged Board is an unknown. This may be an opportune time to
reassess the entire situation of the Museum and Library since it now has a track record
of five to six years.
The position of this writer, who obviously is not a neutral in this matter, is that reassessment
may be a valuable move, especially in view of all of the complicating factors described
above. However, it also needs to be remember that Masonry in Michigan posses a rich
treasure in the Museum and Library. To squander it by returning it to an inaccessible
location in Alma, Michigan would be a disservice to the Fraternity.

Ill. Brother Seymour D. Greenstone, 33o

Bro. Seymour D. Greenstone, P.M
Spring
Reunion
Class
Honoree
Brother Seymour
Greenstone
was initiated
in Fraternity
Lodge in Ann Arbor, Michigan
in 1957 at the age of twenty-one while a graduate student at U of M. He was honored
to serve as Master of his Lodge and as head of various Scottish
Illustrious
Brother
D. Greenstone,
and
York Rite
Bodies.Seymour
He has served
as President of the Masonic
o
33 , has been
named Class
Honoree
for theof the Strategic
Foundation
of Michigan,
was the
first Chairman
Planning
Committee,
a Past Master
the Michigan Lodge
of theof
Valley
346th Reunion
of theand
32iso Masons
of
Research.
Ill.
Brother
Seymour
served
as
Thrice
of Detroit to be held April 21st and April 22nd, Potent Master
of the Detroit Lodge of Perfection in 1995, and was coronetted
2006, at the Shrine Convention Center in
an Honorary Member of the Supreme Council in 1997. Brother
Southfield,
Michigan.
Seymour
served
the Valley of Detroit as President of the Board of
Trustees in 1999 and 2000. Currently Bro. S. Greenstone is Secretary of Ann Arbor
Illustrious
Brother
Fraternity
Lodge
262. Seymour was born in Detroit on March 22,
Brother
Greenstone
“I have
been schools
blessed both
in my professional
1935. He
attendedstated:
the Detroit
public
and graduated
from and Masonic
careers.
Masonry
has
provided
a
priceless
dimension
to
my
life.
Thomas M. Cooley High School. Brother Seymour received While
un- I continue to
enjoy
my
participation,
my
principle
mission
now
is
to
help
assure
there is a legacy in
dergraduate and graduate degrees in political science from the
the
future
for
young
Masons
and
their
families.
That
is
why
I
advocate
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. In 1957, he was commis- the positions I
do. Masonry has a wonderful contribution to make to our society.”

sioned a Second Lieutenant, U.S. Army, and attained the rank of
Major, U.S. Army Reserve. He served thirty years in Federal
Sources:
Service,
all but
three
Washington,
D.C.
the thirty
years,ofthe
Photo
and text
about
Bro. in
Seymour
Greenstone
fromOf
Scottish
Rite Valley
Detroit,Valley Voice
April
2006.
last sixteen were in the Senior Executive Service. Most were in
The Web Links to:
the MICHIGAN
White House
OfficeMUSEUM
of Management
and Budget where he
THE
MASONIC
AND LIBRARY
attained the position of Deputy Assistant Director. Brother
http://library.gl-mi.org/html
Seymour also served as Deputy Assistant Director of the Congressional Budget Office when it was formed in 1975. He served
as the Environmental Protection Agency’s first Director of Management and Organization, assisting Administrator William D.
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