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The Secret Psychology of
Freemasonry:
Alchemy, Gnosis, and the Science of the Craft
The recent upsurge in interest and American Masonic membership has been a delight for those who have
weathered the leaner years. Such young men – well read in the Craft - are looking not only for a place to
socialize, but share their thoughts and be spiritually and intellectually refreshed. Bolstered by Masons
who have for sometime been agitating for ‘reform’ among our ranks, this is a heady time for American
Freemasonry and, GAOTU willing, we will come out the other side stronger and with a new and stronger
sense of purpose within our respective lodges.
Accompanying this burst of new Masonic energy has been a flood of popular literature, of greatly varying
quality, about the Craft. Indeed, there are some brothers that have made cottage industries out of this activity,
branding themselves along with their publications. Such writings, however, are a double-edged sword for
the Fraternity. Oscar Wilde once quipped that, “The only thing worse than being talked about is not being
talked about.” A certain level of publicity is always good. But when Masons take it upon themselves to write
about the Craft with less than academic rigor, it undermines the reputation and credibility of the Order.
Bro. Porter’s Secret Psychology of Freemasonry is the product of an enthusiast. Porter is, by profession,
a criminal detective and speaker on personal and interpersonal psychology and relationships. His work is
perhaps best described as his own, personal musings on the interrelationship between alchemy, Gnosticism,
and psychology with the Craft. Porter’s thesis is one, however, that all who have learned our work will
acknowledge as true, but with an additional twist:
“…there is a secret and extraordinary meaning in the degrees of Masonry. They contain
a secret system by which a man may come to know himself deeply and honestly. They
contain a secret system by which we may apply this understanding of ourselves and others.
They contain a secret system that identifies the tools of a perfect communication upon
which the Perfect Ashlar is built. They contain the tools that grant the power of persuasion
and detecting deception. Once a Brother knows the truth about himself, he can discover
the falsehood in others. To know truth of a situation is power indeed. Porter then takes
the reader through his personal gloss on the Mystery traditions, alchemy, psychological
typology (dominant personality traits), ultimately applying it to the lessons communicated
in the Fellowcraft degree.”
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The Secret Psychology holds no real secrets. Porter’s psychological typology and application is not original
and has been varyingly presented for decades. I first came across something similar years ago in Corrine
Ware’s Discover your Spiritual Type: A Guide to Individual and Congregational Growth (1995). The only
difference here is his adaption of a quadrant typology to the Craft. Nor is Porter the first to examine the
psychological aspects of Craft Masonry and its initiation practice. W. Kirk MacNulty, whom Porter cites
among his limited references, has published several important books and articles on this same topic including
Freemasonry: A Journey through Ritual and Symbol (1991), Way of the Craftsman: Search for the Spiritual
Essence of Craft Freemasonry (2002), and Freemasonry: Symbols, Secrets, and Significance (2006). In
fact, no serious inquiry on this subject should be undertaken without first consulting these works.
Like the front porch scotch and cigar sessions Porter recalls in his dedication, the Secret Psychology has more
the flavor of a conversation, or workshop presentation, than a scholarly study. Porter’s practical application
of his typology for successful interpersonal and inter-lodge relationships would appear to be new ground.
Whether it has any real relationship to the Fellowcraft degree or our Masonic lessons, as Porter argues, will
be up to the reader to decide.
About Bro. Cliff Porter
He was a founding member and current Master of Enlightenment Lodge 198. He works as the senior
homicide investigator for a Sheriff’s Office and has gained national attention in the field of Interview and
Interrogation and Subconscious Communications. He is also a devote student of the mystical tradition.
You find here, in his book, The Secret Psychology of Masonry, an interwoven investigation and advanced
practical application of a mystical teaching that gave birth to analytical psychology.
Official Site of the book: http://www.thefreemason.co/2011/06/secret-psychology-of-freemasonry.html
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