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From ancient Israel to secret societies
For Freemasons, there can be no
more important historic structure
or symbol than King Solomon’s
Temple. The temple and its
legendary architect, Hiram Abiff,
are the foundation upon which all
Masonic tradition rests. Yet as
all Freemasons quickly realize,
our vision of the temple does not
always accord with the Biblical
record, archeological record, or
indeed other traditions which
have held the structure as sacred
or
symbolically
significant.
Recognizing these differences
and contrasting them with our
varying rituals, however, can
often produce some intriguing
insights.

Christian authors like John Bunyan
in Solomon’s Temple Spiritualized
(1688) became fascinated with the
structure as a subject of symbolic
contemplation. It is also around
this time that our modern fraternity
makes its appearance, growing from
stone masons’ guilds.

The Temple of Solomon outlines
the essential stories and traditions,
from a Judeo-Christian perspective,
that concern the Temple and its
aftermath. Indeed, for those who
want to brush up on the Biblical
stories behind some of the Scottish
Rite Lodge of Perfection degrees,
it’s a great resource. It is also
wonderfully illustrated. What it is
lacking, however, is a scholarly
As Wasserman notes,
examination of the historic
The Temple of Solomon outlines the essential
“The Temple of Solomon
Temple structure and a
stories and traditions, from a Judeo-Christian
remains as important
discussion of the Temple’s
perspective, that concern the Temple and its
today as the day it was
significance
in
Islam.
aftermath. Indeed, for those who want to brush
completed in 957 BCE.
Wasserman’s coverage of
up on the Biblical stories behind some of the
It is a fundamental
‘secret societies,’ moreover,
Scottish Rite Lodge of Perfection degrees, it’s a
component of the spiritual
is also rather slim, being a
great resource. It is also wonderfully illustrated.
and religious yearnings
cursory discussion of the
of millions of people
Templars and Freemasons.
and has been the symbolic focus of the teachings of That said, for those wishing to immerse themselves
esoteric societies for three thousand years.” Biblical into the mythic fabric surrounding Solomon’s Temple,
tradition holds that the Temple was constructed on the it is a worthwhile read.
site where Abraham offered his son Isaac for sacrifice
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