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homas Dunckerley and English Freemasonry
as the author herself states, “that the volume you
hold is not a biography of Freemasonry, but only
of a Freemason.” and what an interesting biography
it is.   Within the pages of this book, Susan Mitchell
Sommers takes the reader on a detailed look into the life
of Thomas Dunckerley from birth to
death and all the interesting points
in between and particularly his selfinvention in his long lasting attempt
to be more than he actually was.
Dunckerley, an 18th century Masonic
icon whom no doubt accomplished
much for the Craft of Freemasonry as
well as for the Modern’s Grand Lodge
during his long and distinguished
Masonic career.   From his service
as a Provincial Grand Master in
southern England, a Past Grand
Warden of Grand Lodge, his work to
help secure Canadian Freemasonry
for the Modern’s, the inception of
the sea Lodge’s, introducing Mark
Masonry and promoting Royal Arch
Masonry, and many other important posts within the
Craft and it’s appendant bodies, it is hard to refute the
fact that he devoted much time and had a great love for
Freemasonry and the Craft definitely benefitted from
his service and Ms. Sommers does not dispute these

facts in this book and gives him credit where credit is
due and there are facts to support it.  
What Ms. Sommers does do within the pages of her
book is that she meticulously and thoroughly examines
the evidence of Dunckerley’s life from his humble
beginnings to his unusual record of
service in the British Royal Navy
as well as approaching head on his
self-deception and self-inventive
claims in order to gain a steady
income from a royal pension as
well as elevate his status to that
of a gentleman which Dunckerley
longed for so many years to be.
“Thomas Dunckerley was a
fascinating man, full of astonishing
contradictions. I am convinced
he was tremendously talented and
dedicated. He devoted himself to his
wife, his king, the Royal Navy (after
a fashion) and to Freemasonry. He
just had a problem with the truth.
Of course, it was impossible to just
tell one lie and leave it at that. His was a big lie, and it
required dozens of ancillary fibs. He had to keep track
of them all, and call them up casually, for the sake of
consistency, for the rest of his life.”

With a massive bibliography and just as many endnotes,
Ms. Sommers without a doubt worked incredibly hard
to ensure she had as much information relating to her
topic as she could possibly attain.  What she uncovers
whilst following the evidence turns out to be quite the
eye opener on the subject of self-invention believed
by the masses and the result it has on enthusiastic
biographers that have a tendency to idolize the person
of interest without checking all of the facts.  

obsession and a pleasure.” States Ms. Sommers in the
epilogue of her book¸ and that statement shows in her
writing.  Her meticulous hard work and dedication to
the topic has paid off.  Thomas Dunckerley and English
Freemasonry is a must read for any serious Masonic
scholar, while at the same time there is definitely
valuable insight  and an important lesson to be learned
for the casual reader as well.  I  found the book to be
quite a page turner, Ms. Sommers presents her findings
in such a way that grabs a hold of the reader and keeps
While there have been numerous biography’s written their deep interest throughout the entirety of the book.  
about Dunckerley, mainly stemming from 18th and 19th The only downside I saw to the book was the high cost
century historians, Thomas Dunckerley and English of it which I  fear may chase some potential readers
Freemasonry by Susan Mitchell Sommers is unique away, but from my personal point of view how can
in the sense that the author is not a Freemason, but a one put a price on true and factual knowledge which is
historian with a passion for research and presenting the exactly what this book represents.  Overall this was a
facts from a neutral point of view.   There is nothing great read in which I highly recommend.
romanticized within the pages of this book and Susan
Mitchell Sommers can indeed stand tall among the group Thomas Dunckerley and English Freemasonry, By
of  Dunckerley biographers.  “Most historians are closet Susan Mitchell Sommers.
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